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May the miracle of his birth never cease to 

amaze you, may his light shine in your heart and 

burn in your spirit bright.  

Have a blessed and safe Christmas 
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    Mary Did You Know   Mark Lowry (1984) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

Would one day walk on water?  

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

Would save our sons and daughters?  

Did you know that your Baby Boy  

Has come to make you new;  

This Child that you delivered  

Will soon deliver you.  

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

Will give sight to a blind man?  

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

Will calm the storm with His hand?  

Did you know that your Baby Boy  

Has walked where Angels trod?  

When you kiss your Little Baby,  

You kiss the Face of God!  

Oh, Mary, did you know?  

The blind will see, the deaf will hear,  

The dead will live again.  

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak  

The praises of the lamb!  

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

Is Lord of all creation?  

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

Will one day rule the nations?  

Did you know that your Baby Boy  

Is Heaven's Perfect Lamb?  

This sleeping Child you're holding  

Is the Great I Am! Back 
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 Dear Parishioners   

How fast this year has flown by! Seems like it was not long ago 

that we celebrated Christmas, and here it comes again.   

It has been an eventful year.   A year marked with joy, a year 

marked with sorrow, but more importantly, a year full of 

hope, as we anticipate the joining of two parishes, Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa and St 

Pius X, Titahi Bay. This will be the last edition of the Tawa Catholic News. As from 

next year, the publication will have a new name that will reflect the new identity of 

the combined new parish, Our Lady of Hope. 

I hope that you will enjoy this issue.  Among other articles, feature writer Bernie 

Griffin writes about the amalgamation, (Page 6) our parish council chairman An-

drew Oliver enlightens us on the earthquake strengthening of our building (Page 8)  

and Fr Paul writes of how to prepare or organise a good Catholic funeral. (Page 12) 

To some of us the subject of death may seem morbid but as Christians we are 

taught that death is the beginning of a journey that we have, or should have been, 

preparing for all our lives, with Heaven as the destination. 

On a lighter note, as we go through the season of Advent, let’s keep in mind the 

real meaning of Christmas. As we exchange gifts with our loved ones, let us bear in 

mind that God gave us the most precious gift of his son Jesus, so that we may live. 

While we celebrate, let us give thanks for our many blessings, let us be mindful of 

those who do not have as much, let us think of giving, rather than receiving, and 

above all, let us remember that JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON.  

I made the mistake last year of asking Santa for a fat wallet and a slim body. He got 

it mixed up! So this year, I will ask Jesus instead.     Back 

Letter from the Editor         by Michelle Anthony 

I have always thought of Christmas time, when it has come round, as a 

good time; a kind, forgiving, charitable time; the only time I know of, in 
the long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by one con-

sent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below 
them as if they really were fellow passengers to the grave, and not an-

other race of creatures bound on other journeys.  ~Charles Dickens 
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Tawa Catholic News - Final Edition! 

This is the last time this publication will be printed in the 

name of Tawa Catholic News.  

The editorial team is seeking suggestions for a new name and 

masthead that will reflect our new amalgamated parish 

identity ‘Our Lady of Hope’.  We welcome suggestions for a 

new name and/or logo.  

For masthead/logo suggestions, please note that hard-copy 

submissions will not be  returned.  So if you wish to keep your 

design, please give us a photocopy only, not the original. 

All suggestions can be emailed to m.anthony@xtra.co.nz  

by 15 February 2015 or handed in/posted to the parish office. 

We hope there will also be an enlarged editorial team and 

contributors from Titahi Bay. 

Contributions can be submitted at any time for the next edi-

tion to addresses as above, with deadlines being advertised in 

the parish newsletter . 

Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and love of kindred, 

and we are better throughout the year for having, in spirit, become a 
child again at Christmas-time.  ~Laura Ingalls Wilder 
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 A Rose by any other name …      

Our new parish name   by Bernie Griffin 

It was Shakespeare who said “What's in a name? That 

which we call a rose, by any other name would smell as 

sweet”. 

But few names would carry such sweetness as Our Lady of Hope - the name of our 

new parish. It has a poetic ring to it.  It seems to carry an emotional depth. After 

all, the name shone forth from the bitterness, turbulence and intractability of war - 

the Franco-Prussian war.  According to the legend, the appearance of the beautiful 

vision of Our Lady to children in the village of Pontmain in France at the height of 

the war was followed in a spectacularly short time - and seemingly miraculously - 

by peace. An abrupt halt to hostilities.  Everything stopped, just as the nearby 

French city of Laval seemed about to fall with the probable slaughter of most of its 

citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of that miracle in Pontmain is that only children saw the vision. No adults. The 

children individually and separately were able to describe in detail what they were 

seeing.  Later, under questioning, they gave vivid descriptions which supported 

each other’s stories. 
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According to the legend, the first witness was 12-year-old Eugene Barbadette. His 

family life was simple and devout. On the night of Tuesday 17 January 1871, he was 

leaving his father’s barn. He looked up into the starry sky and saw a beautiful Lady 

standing in the air, about 20 feet above the roofline and between the two chimneys 

of Jean and Augustine Guidecoq’s home across the way.  The Lady was wearing a 

dark blue dress covered with gold stars, a black veil and a simple gold crown. Eu-

gene stood there entranced. 

His father and 10-year-old brother, Joseph, came out of the barn. Eugene cried out, 

"Look over there! Above the house! What do you see?" Joseph described the Lady 

in the same way Eugene had seen her. Their father did not see her, so he sternly 

ordered them to return to feeding the horses. But the vision remained and was 

seen and described by other children who came to the spot. Her face was described 

as having exquisite delicacy with a smile of ineffable sweetness. 

Intense investigation, inquiries and even 'interrogation' followed, until the venera-

tion of Our Lady of Hope was given official Church recognition and approval. Eugene 

and Joseph later became priests and surely, their testimonies alone would have 

been convincing. Pontmain became a place of pilgrimage and is said to attract 

200,000 visitors a year. 

Pope Pius XI gave a final decision regarding the mass and office in honour of Our 

Lady of Hope of Pontmain. A final Papal honour was given to Our Lady of Hope on 

16 July 1932 by Cardinal Pacelli, who later became Pope Pius XII, by passing a de-

cree from the Chapter of St. Peter's Basilica that the statue of the Blessed Lady, 

Mother of Hope, be solemnly honoured with the crown of gold. The Lady then was 

crowned in the presence of archbishop, bishops, priests and the laity by Cardinal 

Verdier, Archbishop of Paris. The coronation took place on 24 July 1934.  

The name for our new parish has been given official sanction by our own Archbish-

op, John Dew. He sent his message of approval from Rome while staying in the Insti-

tuto Maria Bambina, which is outside the Colonnades of St. Peter's Square, over-

looking the Square. So our new parish name for Tawa-Titahi Bay has a strong and 

modern-day link with history. The name was clearly the most popular among pa-

rishioners from both our areas with a total of 41% voting in favour.  The next most 

popular choice - St. John Paul II - received 24% of votes. Archbishop John Dew has 

also noted that it is a great name and that Our Lady of Hope has a beautiful mass. 

          Back 
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Over the last two years, our Parish has been working to-

wards the seismic strengthening of the church to comply 

with the current building code standards.  As you will be 

aware, this awareness of the need to improve the seismic 

strengths of many public buildings arose from the devasta-

tion caused by the Christchurch earthquakes.  It was further 

increased by the Ward earthquake sequence that gave Wellington a few good 

shakes, and caused some superficial damage to our own church. 

Some might argue that our church has been standing for 50 years and withstood 

many earthquakes safely, so why the sudden need 

to further strengthen the church?  There are a 

number of very good reasons why we cannot just 

continue with the status quo, in the knowledge of 

the possible risks.  They key here is our new-found 

knowledge of the risks.  The rapidly increasing 

scientific understanding of how earthquakes inter-

act with buildings has shown us the previous ver-

sions of the building code which were applied to 

our church building were developed in good faith, 

but were just not adequate.  Now that we have 

quantified the possible risks of using buildings 

that do not comply to an adequate extent with 

the current New Building Standard, the Parish Leadership Team would be negligent 

in its duty of care to parishioners to allow the continued use of an un-strengthened 

building.   

We are now in a position where we have engineering plans for the required works, 

have an estimate of costs, Council consent for the proposed works and a tender will 

now be issued. The cost to strengthen the church to 67% of the New Building 

Standard and bring the fire detection system up to the level required by the current 

legislation is in the vicinity of $300,000.  We are aiming to have the work completed 

early in 2015, dependant on the availability of contractors to complete the work. 

To carry out the strengthening of the church will require the use of funds that the 

Parish has already accumulated, plus a loan from the Archdiocesan Development 

A note from the Parish Pastoral Council 

Seismic strengthening of our church 
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Fund and donations of at least $30,000 from parishioners. 

The Parish Leadership Team is mindful that so many of you already give generously 

by way of money and time to support the Parish, but we do need your help to raise 

the funds necessary to carry out this work.   

Parishioners who are already in the Planned Giving System will have received spe-

cial envelopes for contributing to the upgrade.  Your donations are tax deductible in 

the normal manner, but please remember to write your number on the envelope so 

your contributions can be receipted.  If you not in the in the PGS please leave the 

number blank or even better, contact the Parish Office to join in the campaign. 

Andrew Oliver,  Chair, Parish Pastoral Council (See page 26 for names of members) 

Christmas Greetings to you: 

Merry Christmas (English)  Meri Kirihimeti (Maori) Manuia Le Kerisimasi (Samoan)  

Maligayang Pasko (Tagalog) Kilisimasi Fiefia (Tongan) 

Sheng Dan Kuai Le (Mandarin)  Prettige Kerstfees 

(Dutch) Kiristumas Valttukkal (Tamil)  Subh Krisamas 

(Hindi)  Selamat Hari Natal (Malay)  Geseende Kersfees 

(Afrikaans) Il-Milied it-Tajjeb (Maltese) Joyeux Noel 

(French)   Frohe Weihnachten (German) Nafolig Llawen 

(Welsh) Nollaig Shona Dhuit  (Gaelic)Eid Milad Majid 

(Arabic) Buin Natale (Italian)   

         Back 

 The Parish Leadership Team is mindful that so many of you already give 

generously by way of money and time to support the Parish, but we do 

need your help to raise the funds necessary to carry out this work - we 

need donations of at least $30,000 from parishioners 

Q. What do cows produce during and earthquake? 

A. Milkshake 

Q. What did the ground say to the earthquake? 

A. You crack me up. 

Q. What’s an earthquake’s favourite song? 

A. Shake, rattle and roll. 
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 In the last edition of our Tawa Catholic News I read 

an article written by Jane Langham entitled A Caring Con-

tribution to our Parish.  In her article, Jane wrote of the 

wonderful work by our long-time parishioners, the Thomas 

family, owners of the Windmill Bakery in Porirua, who 

would donate pies, quiches and other baked goods  for 

those in need at times of bereavement, hospitalisation or 

following illness. These food items were stored in a dedi-

cated freezer in the church kitchen into which willing vol-

unteers could also contribute as they were able.  Then Dorothy Belz, (another long-

time parishioner) would visit those in need to distribute the food items. 

Some time ago now the Windmill Bakery closed its doors leaving Dorothy without a 

supply of food gifts to deliver.  In her article, Jane was asking for someone to take 

over the  running of this Ministry of Compassion for those in time of crisis. 

The words of this article really spoke to me as we had just been discussing at my 

Marian Mothers group*, how much appreciated a cooked meal is when you've got 

a lot going on in your life - whether it be a new baby, sickness within the family, or 

the death of a loved one.  So I feel God is calling me to be the one to take on and 

continue the work that Dorothy has been doing of visiting and distributing the food 

items on behalf of our parish family. 

So now, my fellow parishioners, I need your eyes and ears 

within our parish family and wider Tawa community, in 

spotting those in need and letting either myself, our priests 

Father John and Father Paul, or Jane Lee in the parish office 

know.  As our freezer is no longer full, pies, quiches or other 

baked items you may like to contribute will be most gratefully accepted.  If anyone 

has contacts within the bakery/food industry for donations on a regular or larger 

basis, I would love to hear from you. 

 A Caring Contribution to our Parish  - Part 2        by Marie Nicol 

  My fellow parishioners, I need your eyes and ears within our parish 

family and wider Tawa community 
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There may also be need for a roster of supplying meals and I already have a few 

names of those happy to help out in this regard but the more we have the better in 

spreading the workload.   

Together let us reignite this important ministry that through sharing food and love 

for one another brings. 

 Please contact:  Marie Nicol  ph 232 2196   or 027 2151553 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you would like to know more about the Marian Mothers 
groups, there are leaflets in the leaflet stand in the church foyer, 

or you can visit the web site:  maristlaitynz.org 

 We have two groups in our parish.  Both are open to all women 

to enjoy support and fellowship in your journey as a Catholic woman.   

Meeting dates and venues are advertised in Happenings.   

Marian Mothers group: second Monday of each month at 9:50 am  for  women at 

home during the daytime.  Pre-schoolers welcome at this group.   

Contact Mary Rayner 232 2088  or Amie Fouhy 973 5003 

Women of Faith group: second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm for women in 

the workforce, or who prefer an evening meeting.   

Contact Catharine Gallen 232 2990    Back 

  If anyone has contacts within the bakery/food industry for donations 

on a regular or larger basis, I would love to hear from you. 
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       When I preached on All Souls’ Day that a Catholic 
funeral is not primarily a celebration of the life of the 
deceased, strong reactions followed. This did not sur-
prise me. I had one theological and pastoral focus: a 
Catholic funeral must proclaim God’s promise of eter-
nal life. The symbols that we use - bread and wine, 
water and incense, the Easter candle all point to this 
promise. The words that we proclaim, pray and sing 
should draw us just a little deeper into this promise. 
What I said was guided by our Order of Christian Fu-
nerals – the book of prayers for the vigil and funeral 
services and the rites of committal. 

 

Each Catholic funeral should be the same and should be different. We are com-
mending our friends to God and this will be reflected in the readings and music that 
their family chooses. And, at the heart of each Catholic funeral, we celebrate the 
Eucharist, praying that the one who has died will be drawn into the mystery of the 
supper of the Lamb. 

When I sit down with church-going Catholics to plan a funeral, we know what to do 
and I can explain their options: vigil, funeral Mass and committal. We have a shared 
faith and familiarity with our Catholic funeral rituals. When non-practicing Catholics 
have to plan - sometimes at short notice - the funeral of a faithful parishioner - you, 
perhaps - the process is much longer and usually requires patient negotiation. They 
have little understanding of why we do what we do. Their experience of funerals is 
of largely secular celebrations of life which are mostly a combination of multiple 
eulogies, CDs and power-point presentations. 

Any priest should be able to guide these people, non-Catholics and, increasingly, 
non-Christians through a Catholic funeral. For, if your funeral is not primarily about 
you, then we can focus on Jesus - the One in whom you believed, the One in whom 
your life is changed, not ended. We are commending you to Him, praying Lord, do 
not hold her sins against her, for in your heart she desired to do your will. We are 
accompanying you to the threshold of the communion of the saints in glory. But 
many non-practicing Catholics do not know this. 

 Please plan your CATHOLIC Funeral     by  Fr Paul O’Connor 

A Catholic funeral must proclaim 

God’s promise of eternal life 
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And so I encourage you to plan your Catholic funeral. If you plan – and make your 
plans known – you are, directly, sharing your faith with your family. We call this the 
new evangelization. You may think that they know what you would want. Our par-
ents planned our baptism. You and your spouse planned your wedding. Why leave 
your funeral to chance? 

 Have a vigil service the night before. You can have the Rosary in whole or 
in part. Family members and friends can speak about what you mean to 
them. (The Order of Christian Funerals provides for only one eulogy at the 
funeral.) If you have a favorite poem or a non-biblical reading, this can be 
read. This is the time for a power-point presentation. 

 A Catholic funeral usually – but not always – is centered on the Mass. 
Choose your readings: these must be biblical. Choose your music: all mu-
sic should reflect our faith in Jesus and his promise of life eternal. Singing 
can be enormously comforting: words help us to articulate our faith and 
to soothe our grief. Singing encourages active participation. CD’s encour-
age passivity. Please don’t ask for I did it my way! (Unless, that is, you 
have been a crypto-pagan and never told us.)  

 When it comes to the committal, you can choose either burial or crema-
tion. If you choose cremation the Order of Christian Funerals states that 
your ashes should be buried, not taken home or scattered. Ashes can be 
buried in a family plot. 

So let your funeral be thoroughly Catholic, deeply personal, simple and reverent. 
Make your plans and, if possible, involve your family so that when your friends say, 

How can you do this? You can ask Fr John or me to help you. You can go on-line to 
the Pleroma web-site and order a small book From Death to Life. This will give you 
all the services, readings and prayers. It costs about $20 – and, trust me, this will be 
the cheapest part of your funeral expense account. 

A (your) Catholic funeral should not further alienate family members who are no 
longer Catholic or even Christian. Every funeral in our parish should invite everyone 
to reconsider the words of Jesus: I came that they may have life and have it abun-
dantly (John 10:10). Our Catholic funeral rites have evolved over two millennia. We 
do not want, as some Kiwi funeral celebrants want, to put fun into funerals. We 
want to offer God’s vision and promise with faith, warmth and simple dignity. At 
the end of your earthly life we want to say it’s not about you, it’s all about God. 

          Back 

Every funeral in our parish should invite everyone to reconsider the words 

of Jesus: I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (Jn 10:10) 
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Our group, the Passionately Positive People (PPP) continue to meet 
each month.  We’ve been doing this since 1999! 

Our meetings are varied mostly in each others homes but with the 
occasional outing.  We’ve taken the ferry to Soames Island, visited 
the Lavender Farm and enjoyed restaurant or café meals together.  
We meet at the beginning of each year – this year themed Burgers 
and Brainstorming, and plan our programme. 

Numbers vary, but large or small we enjoy each others company. 

Are you interested?   We would welcome new members.   

Contact Sally Horan  232 6006  or Rosaleen Davin  232 8279 

 

There are several Passionist Family Groups in our parish.  If you would 
like more information, you can contact the parish co-ordinators:    
Carmen & Graeme Conijn Phone 232 2115  

         Back 

 Passionist Family Group     by   Sally Horan 

The best of all gifts around any Christmas tree:  the presence of a happy 

family all wrapped up in each other.  ~Burton Hillis 
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My family celebrated Christmas in a very big way in Malaysia. We did not 

have a white Christmas, we did not have the traditional roast turkey, nor 

did we have Christmas stockings.  

 

 

What we did have was family. When I say family, I mean an army of uncles, 

aunties, cousins, grandparents, in laws. The preparation for that special 

day usually started a week before. My maternal grandparents lived in a 5 

bedroom bungalow, with a huge fenced garden surrounded by trees and 

bush in Johor, a state in the south of Peninsular Malaysia. It was somewhat 

a rural setting, and for that short week, it was heaven on earth for all us 

city slickers. The family would make the long journey from all parts of the 

country, and even from overseas, arriving in their cars or by train. The 

house would be filled to the seams with around 20-30 residents. We 

shared rooms, and slept on mattresses on the floor. How we all managed 

to fit in, only heaven knows. There was probably more space in the man-

ger where Jesus was born.  

 

 

 

 

The week would begin with the women baking a variety of cookies and 

Christmas cakes, using recipes handed down from past generations. The 

women in the family would try to outdo each other, sometimes with their 

claws out. The kitchen would be a hive of activity, with my grandmother, 

though blind, supervising the entire operation.  

What we did have was family. 

 Memories of Christmas Past        by  Michelle Anthony  
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There would generally be around 15 children in the house, so mealtimes 

were a challenge for even the most patient soul. My blind grandmother will 

be handed a huge stainless steel bowl filled to the brim with rice, curry and 

vegetables. We grandchildren who usually play up for our parents would sit 

obediently in a circle around her while she melded the rice into little balls 

and hand fed us one by one. By the time it came to my turn again, I would 

be almost falling down with starvation. We children did not dare fuss as 

grandmother, though gentle, was never challenged. After mealtimes, we 

would explore the huge grounds, play acting, fighting and having fun. 

Christmas presents were aplenty in the household. 

A few days before Christmas, our grandparents 

would bundle all us children into several cars and 

drive to the toy store. We were let loose to pick any 

toy that we desired most. The purchases were 

made and then wrapped up to place under the tree. 

There was no element of surprise, but then, no dis-

appointment either, as we received what we wanted.  

On Christmas Eve, after most of the cooking and meals were complete, the 

adults would prepare for midnight mass. The children would be put to bed, 

but not actually asleep. We watched our mothers and aunts tie their intri-

cately jewelled saris and put on their makeup. The children would attend 

morning mass on Christmas Day, after an elaborate breakfast prepared by 

the maid, as our parents would be suffering from the effects of the late 

night.  

After mass, the fun began. Disagreements and hard feelings were put aside. 

We opened presents, we ate, we welcomed guests and we played.  

At the end of the evening, my uncles would put on a record, usually Elvis, 

and would give us dance lessons.  

After mass, the fun began.    

Above all, we learnt the importance of family.  
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“And when we give each other Christmas gifts in His name, 

let us remember that He has given us the sun and the moon 

and the stars, and the earth with its forests and mountains 

and oceans--and all that lives and move upon them. He has 

given us all green things and everything that blossoms and 

bears fruit and all that we quarrel about and all that we 

have misused--and to save us from our foolishness, from all 

our sins, He came down to earth and gave us Himself.”  

 - Sigrid Undset 

We learnt the chicken dance, we learnt to cha-cha, and we learnt to twist. 

Above all, we learnt the importance of family. Despite our differences, de-

spite our petty thoughts, Christmas would-

n’t be the same if spent without family.  

We children grew up, and began our own 

lives and families. We live long distances 

from each other. The ties that bound us 

together, our grandparents, are no longer 

around, but the good memories remain. Goodbyes are always difficult. We 

never know when we would say the last goodbye to our loved ones. This 

Christmas, make it as if it would be the last goodbye.  

Cherish your family and share the love of Christ with each other.  

 

 

         Back 
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Scientists claim that it will soon be possible to bring back to life 

animals that have become extinct. All they seem to need is a 

good sample of the DNA of the creature  & a surrogate mother.  

Right now in the Netherlands the numbers of Assumptionists is 

decreasing to dangerously low levels, close to extinction. May-

be the policy that was accepted some 30 years ago “do-not-

accept (DNA?) any new applicants” was not helping to keep up the numbers and 

the mission.  

So what do you do when the gates are about to be closed?  Celebrate the past!       

A few weeks ago we, the few remaining Dutch Assumptionists, were asked to write 

down our achievements to be part of the eulogy. I have no intention to obey this 

directive. I prefer to listen to Luke 17:10; “'We are unworthy servants; we have only 

done our duty.'" 

So, we are celebrating the past. On 6th January 2015 it will be a hundred years ago 

that the Assumption was established in the Netherlands. Initially there was still a 

strong link with the Belgian Province. Young candidates were recruited and taught 

locally, but for their novitiate and senior seminary they would go to Belgium.  The 

history of the past century has been written and I am looking forward to receive my 

copy.  

 When I was a young Assumptionist, still called Brother….. , I had the pleasant 

duty of typing out the addresses of all the members of the Dutch Province who 

were to receive our quarterly magazine, “De Schakel” (the chain).  The articles at 

the time were a mixture of humour and past events. Illustrations were provided by 

one of the Brothers and they would rank favourably with today’s cartoonists.  At 

the time, around 1964, I would type several addresses for Brazil and Congo, Jerusa-

lem and Lebanon, Rome, Germany and New Zealand.  In the Netherlands alone we 

had priests in parishes, but the majority was still connected with our Junior Semi-

nary, our Novitiate and our Scholasticate. We also had a house in Nijmegen, where 

newly ordained priests were given the opportunity to get University qualifications, 

although we also had a few priests who studied in Louvain, Paris or Rome. There 

were also half a dozen priests at “The Castle”, the place where it all began in 1906.  

 DNA of the Assumptionists   
       by  Fr John van der Kaa  

  So what do you do when the gates are about to be closed?   

Celebrate the past!             
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Ordination group photo:  Fr John van der Kaa, back row, far right 

Our Provincial Superior lived there, the Bursar, the Secretary and a few hard work-

ing Brothers who looked after the farm and who baked our bread. At that time we 

had about five priests who served as army chaplains. They were earning good sala-

ries and helped the “houses” they lived in to survive. My guess is that the mid 

1960’s were probably the most blossoming years of the Dutch Assumptionists.  

As you have noticed, I am looking at the history of our Province through my own 

glasses. Had I lived a bit earlier, my attention would most likely have gone to the 

War Years, when the Germans took over our Junior Seminary. The students at the 

time were marched from one end of town to the other, finding accommodation 

wherever available. Father Luke and Fr Penders got their secondary education dur-

ing those troublesome years. It was either coincidence or divine providence that 

right at the beginning of WW2, in 1940, the Assumptionists were able to move into 

the former Boarding School and convent of the Ursuline Sisters, which came com-

plete with a large park, fruit gardens and a farm. The property was renamed: Augus-

tinianum. For the next 27 years it was the place to be. At times there were more 

than a hundred students all preparing for the Priesthood with around 18 priests – 

Professors we called them – and five brothers. I must not forget the much appreci-

ated service of two Oblate Sisters of the Assumption, Sr Ambrosia and Sr Emerentia-

na. They managed to put food on the table, every day, year after year. These sisters 

were co-founded by Fr Emmanuel d’Alzon in 1865. They are celebrating their sesqui

-centenary next year.  
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If the Assumptionists in Holland peaked in the mid-1960’s, it implies that some-

thing happened in the years that followed, which we can with sadness call the 

‘declining’ years. After Vatican II the Dutch Church was in turmoil. Our Junior Sem-

inary, close to the “Castle”, turned into Grammar Alpha college, open to the gen-

eral public. There were still boarders. Eventually the number of young candidates 

for the Priesthood was so small the entire building was sold to a company which 

turned the place into apartments. Shortly after, the Novitiate no longer had any 

novices and was sold to the Dutch IHC. Nine of us were ordained in December 

1965 in the chapel of the Augustinianum, Bergeyk. There were still about 60 stu-

dents there when we left. What happened? It was decided that a better, more 

academic style of teaching could be provided in the big city, Eindhoven, combin-

ing three religious orders. The first year they travelled by bus. Then board was 

found in Eindhoven and during the next few years only three more ordinations 

followed. As a matter of fact, Fr Paul O’Connor has been the youngest member of 

our group for the past 36 years.  

One initiative I forgot to mention.  As people were getting older, there was clear 

need for a retirement home for religious: priests, brothers, sisters. One of our 

Brothers, Br Piet van Oirschot, became the first manager of the five-storey build-

ing which included a hospital section. For a long time most of the residents were 

nuns. When Fr Kropman returned to the Netherlands after 45 years of ministry in 

Auckland, he was cared for at Molenweide.  When I visited him he was brought to 

the dining room where he sat at a table with 8 nuns.  

He told me: I am the blessed among women. 

It’s 2014 now. We have one community at the Castle, 

with 6 priests and a brother, soon to be joined by two 

more priests, one from Brazil and one from the 

“diaspora” (priests living alone). Then there is a 

group of three in Nijmegen, another trio in Germany 

and, you guessed it, our unique little group in NZ: Fr 

John Heijnen, myself and Fr Paul.  

The motto of our Order is “Thy Kingdom Come”- 

“Adveniat Regnum Tuum” – ART. We pray that God 

may accept our humble efforts in bringing about His 

Kingdom. 

 

      Back 

This carving  of ‘ART” on the 
church lectern was made by 

Fr Chris Penders AA 



21 

  December 2014 

“He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,  

and I will raise him up at the last day.”  John 6:54 

On Sunday 23rd November, thirty two of our young parishioners received the sac-

rament of the Holy Eucharist for the first time. The mass was celebrated by both 

Father John van der Kaa and Father Paul O’Connor. As Catholics, when we receive 

the Holy Eucharist, we in fact receive Jesus’ Body and Blood. We come into com-

munion with Jesus through the sacrament of Holy Eucharist. It was God’s way of 

showing His intimate love for us, when he gave us Jesus. God found a way of stay-

ing with us all the time, through Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. 

We are so blessed to have been given this gift of Jesus, and may be never take this 

for granted. Let us keep these candidates in our prayers and let their light shine. 

Francis Arnold, Alvien Salvador, Angelina Shlimon, Anna Comeskey, Anoushka Ga-

nesan, Benjamin Hernandez, Charlotte Sole, Elaina Lim, Emma Pegler, Gabriel Dan-

iels, Haylee Graham, India McKee, Joshua Carroll, Kalani Muliipu, Matthew Cuff, 

Naomi Cooper, Nikko Aragona, Oliver Cuff, Daniel Whiting-Cuncannon, Emma-Ann 

Haua-Feakin, Gene-Daniel Feakin, Jamie-Ethan Daniels, Juliette McGlone, Maggie 

Houston, Olivia Jane Lintern, Pahan Silva, Rachel Hewett, Ryan Mallon, Yuan Do-

ronila, Emily Carroll.      Back 

 First Holy Communion 2014      by  Chantelle Anthony 
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The marriage of Clare, daughter of Marie and Graham Andrewartha, and Matthew, 

son of Carolyn and Kevin O’Riley of Silverstream, took place at St Theresa’s church 

in Plimmerton on Saturday 4th January 2014. The officiating celebrant was Father 

Kevin Connors, who along with Father John Van der Kaa, celebrated the Nuptial 

Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clare’s attendant was her sister Rebecca Doohan, while Matt’s best man was An-

drew Bates. My two year old granddaughter Veronica Andrewartha was the flower 

girl. Our son Paul and wife Emily, together with Veronica all travelled from the UK 

to share the celebrations. Relatives also travelled from Australia to share in the 

joyous occasion. After the ceremony, afternoon tea was shared with all who had 

attended the wedding. The reception was held at the Paraparaumu Golf Club where 

the guests enjoyed the festivities well into the night. 

Clare and Matt are now living in Christchurch. 

Note from the editorial team: The TCN team wishes Clare and Matthew O’Riley the 

best of our Saviour’s blessings as they approach their first wedding anniversary in 

January 2015.  

The Marriage of  Clare Andrewartha and Matthew O’Riley   

            by  Marie Andrewartha 
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For nearly forty years Maureen was a hard working loyal 

member of the Catholic Women’s League.  

Both Maureen’s mother and Vince’s mother were mem-

bers of the League so it was only natural that Maureen 

should join as a young married mother when she and 

Vince were living in Rotorua. However when she came to 

Tawa she was living across the fence from Fay Doyle who 

encouraged Maureen to get more involved – which she 

did, starting with taking on the role of President of the 

Tawa Branch. Later she became a member of the Wellington Archdiocesan Council, 

being the Regional Representative for the Kapiti area. 

 She then became the President of the Archdiocesan Council for four years. She had 

the responsibility of organising diocesan conferences, attending Regional Days and 

representing Wellington at the National Conferences. When she retired from this 

position she was still involved with the Council, and was elected the National Mis-

sion Secretary.   

She and Vince visited some of the mission stations in Samoa who were being sup-

ported by New Zealand branches of the League. She was also able to go to the Mis-

sion station on Atui in the Cook Islands that Tawa supported.  They were given very 

special treatment by the people there, although Maureen was amused that that it 

was Vince they thanked. He had to explain that she who had helped to raise the 

funds that had been sent to them. 

She represented the League on the National Council of Women, and for many years 

was the league representative on the Wellington Catholic Homes Board and she 

was the current Diocesan Archivist. Maureen attended the National Conference 

this year and her last meeting was the Regional Day in Tawa at the end of Septem-

ber which she chaired even though she was very sick by that time. 

Here in Tawa we will miss Maureen very much. She was ‘the League’ for us in many 

ways and always kept us informed about what was happening throughout the 

country. May her soul rest in peace.    Back 

 A Tribute to Maureen Kerr           by Sally Horan  
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Christmas Timetable      Jesus - Emmanuel 
       God with us 

 
 

Christmas Vigil/Family Mass  Wednesday 24 December   7:00 pm 

Carols then Midnight Christmas  Mass Wednesday 24 December  11:30 pm 

Christmas Day Mass    Thursday 25 December 10:30 am 

Tawa Community Service  -  all denominations invited to Tawa College 

BYO orchestra (come early to get music) Thursday 25 December 9:30 am 

 

Weekend masses as usual  Sat & Sun 27/28 Dec   6pm, 8:30am 10:30 am 

New Year’s Eve 

Mary, Mother of God   Thursday 1 January  9:00 am 

Weekend masses as usual   Sat & Sun 3/4 January 

Feast of the Epiphany   Sunday 10 January usual weekend  
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Baptisms 

Parish Notices  - Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 

Marriages 

Deaths 

 

 

 

 

Jane Norman & Gregory Bourke   16th November 2014 

 

 

Tamati Laulu       13th September 2014 

Patricia Therese Madeleine Williams   21st October 2014 

William James O'Sullivan     25th October 2014 

Raymond Walter Corley     8th November  2014 

Maureen Frances Kerr     11th November 2014 

 

 

Name of child    Date   Parents 

Isabel Siera T Salvador   20.9.14  Mark Salvador & Jesusa Tuazon 

Angus Benjamin Presling    21.9.14  Stuart & Alicia Presling 

Tiare Posia Rahari     28.9.14  Geoffrey Rahari & Malia Peaupepe 

Joseph (Joe) William Rendell    05.10.14  Denis & Mary Rendell 

Damon Xavier Brown   18.10.14  Royce Brown 

Sarah Louise Forsyth   18.10.14  Kim Forsyth 

Alexander John Forsyth    18.10.14  Kim Forsyth 

Noah Ronald Kerr     09.11.14  Paul & Lucy Kerr 

Bailey Joshua Beau Wharton   29.11.14  Andrew & Miranda Wharton 

        Back 
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Coming events 

New Parishioners 

Current Parish Pastoral Council Members 

 
 
 
If you are new to the parish, Welcome! 

Please introduce yourself to the celebrant, another parishioner,  

or call the parish office  9am-12noon  weekdays .  04 232 5611 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr John van der Kaa - parish priest Andrew Oliver -  chair 

Chantelle Anthony, Gerad Chaplin, Peter Gordon,  

 Jane Langham,  Rupi Mapusua, Jane Norman, 

Ray Lindsay - St Francis Xavier representative,   

Ginny Gordon -  minutes secretary.  

 

 

 

 
 -  Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women, Third Sat. 1:30 pm, at Connolly Hall,  

 Next to Cathedral, Wellington. 

-   Monthly luncheons in church foyer,  First Tuesday of each month. 

-   Time together, weekly games, Church meeting room, Thurs 1:30 pm,   

-   Youth Group, College Years 9 to 13, Fridays, 8:00 - 9:30pm  

 Leo Connor Hall, during school term;  

 -   Girls’ Group Year 3 - 9 students, Fridays, 4:30 - 5:30 pm,  

 Church meeting room during term time. 

-   Other events,  check website calendar:  www.tawacatholic.org.nz  
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Notice to contributors 

Deadline date for contributions for our next issue of the Tawa Catholic News will be 

advertised in Happenings.  We always like to hear about your group or parish or-

ganization.  We generally prefer content relating to specific events and persons - as 

a guideline, 500 words will fill one page of this magazine.  Short newsy articles, an-

ecdotes, reflections, poems, and page fillers are also needed.  E copy is preferred so 

we don't have to retype but hard copy can be submitted.  Accompanying photos 

are welcome - high resolution is needed for good printing please.   

Send copy to either of the following or leave for collection at the parish office.  

 Michelle Anthony    Bernie Griffin  

 16 Rembrandt Street   64 Oxford St  

 232  3373     232 9292   

 m.anthony@xtra.co.nz   scoobydo741@gmail.com 
 

Disclaimer 

Any views or opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the author, 

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committee or the adminis-

trators of Our Lady of Fatima parish.  The editor exercises sole discretion as to the 

acceptance of items for publication, insofar as they reflect Catholic life in the parish 

and do not tend to give offence.  All items submitted may be subject to editorial 

amendment, revision or rejection and all items published are without prejudice.   
 

   —————————————————————————————————————————————————————-   
 

Regular worship: 
Mass times: Sat 6:00 pm, Sun 8:30 am & 10:30 am, Mon, Wed-Fri. 9 am;  

  Tues. liturgy of the Word with communion 9 am 

-   Children’s worship during 8:30 am Sun mass during term time,  

-   Adoration of Blessed Sacrament, chapel Weds 9:30 am - 9:00 pm; 

-   Monthly rosary & benediction, 2:00 pm third Sun; 

-   Prayer ministry teams, after 8:30 am mass, Sun; 
 

   —————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

.Other English language masses in our pastoral area 

-   St Teresa, Plimmerton, Sat 6:00 pm,    Sun 9:30 am 

-   Holy Family, Porirua E. Sat 6:00 pm, Sun 9:30 am (incl Pacific content) 

-   Te Ngakau Tapu, Porirua, Sun 5:15 pm  (may include Te Reo Maori) 

-   St Pius X, Titahi Bay, Sun 9:30 am    Back 
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