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Notice to contributors 

Deadline date for contributions for our next issue of Stories of Hope will be adver-

tised in the weekly newsletter. We always like to hear about your group or parish 

organization.  We generally prefer content relating to specific events and persons - 

as a guideline, 500 words will fill one page of this magazine.  Short newsy articles, 

anecdotes, reflections, poems, and page fillers are also welcome.   

E-copy is preferred but hard copy can be submitted.  Photos enhance all content - 

high resolution please.   

Send copy to either of the following or leave for collection at the parish office. 

 Michelle Anthony    Bernie Griffin  

 16 Rembrandt Street   64 Oxford St  

 232  3373     232 9292   

 m.anthony@xtra.co.nz   scoobydo741@gmail.com 

Disclaimer 

Any views or opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the author, 

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committee or the adminis-

trators of Our Lady of Hope parish.  The editor exercises sole discretion as to the 

acceptance of items for publication, insofar as they reflect Catholic life in the parish 

and do not tend to give offence.  All items submitted may be subject to editorial 

amendment, revision or rejection and all items published are without prejudice.   
 —————————————————————————————————————————————————————-   

Stories of Hope -  Mission Statement  

Our mission   -  To promote a sense of community in the Catholic parish of  
Our Lady of Hope, Tawa & Titahi Bay, by publishing the full variety of Catho-
lic life in our parish. 
Our objective:  Every edition to every Catholic home in the parish.  
 
Copyright: Principal source of written contributions is the people in our par-
ish.  All items published in Stories of Hope are copyright and may not be 
otherwise published for general distribution without the prior approval of 
the editor.  Items may only be copied for the use of private individuals or 
circulated for the use of small discussion groups, providing that the source is 
acknowledged. 
With Thanks to:  Our sponsors, to all volunteers who help distribute copies, 
and to all others whose efforts have made this issue possible. Our sponsors, 
to all volunteers who help distribute copies, and to all others whose efforts 
have made this issue possible.  
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 Dear Parishioners of Our Lady of Hope 

It’s that time of the year again. Peace, Love and Joy!  

I cannot seem to see the evidence of 

these three blessings in the wake of 

all the horrific tragedies taking place 

in the world. But my view is narrow, and my thoughts con-

strained to only the harsh reality that is human. I know 

that if I look to the Divine, I will see much more. I will see 

that while a small portion of the world dwell on revenge, 

hate and death, many have begun to turn their eyes upon 

Jesus. Many have so much faith that they are willing to die 

rather than deny Christ.  

At Christmas, we are reminded that HE was sent to us, for 

one purpose, and one purpose alone. HE was sent to be 

sacrificed so that we can live. What greater gift can our 

Heavenly Father give us? It is easy for us to be caught up in the whirlwind of enter-

taining guests, and shopping this Christmas. Or maybe we have become desensi-

tised to Christmas, treating it as ‘just another holiday’. Perhaps we need to resur-

rect the Christmases of our childhood and see Christmas through the eyes of an 

eager child. Not so much as eagerness to receive gifts, but eagerness to be a bless-

ing to those around us. We could strive to bring Peace, Love and Joy to our family, 

friends and neighbours.  

As we head towards 2016, many of us will contemplate resolutions we’d like to 

make. As Christians, we could pray to God for wisdom to make the right resolu-

tions, and fulfil HIS plan for us. We could rely of the Lord’s strength and the help of 

our Christian brothers and sisters to aid us and encourage us.  

We could remain steadfast and not be discouraged with occasional set-backs, and 

not give in to vanity and pride, giving God the glory for our successes.  

Letter from the Editor         by Michelle Anthony 

Perhaps we need to resurrect the Christmases of our childhood and  

… strive to bring Peace, Love and Joy to our family, friends and 

neighbours.   
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Christmas is for ever, not for just one day, 

for loving, sharing, giving, are not to put away 

like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box upon a shelf. 

The good you do for others is good you do yourself. 

 

Peace on Earth, good will to men, 

kind thoughts and words of cheer, 

are things we should use often 

and not just once a year. 

 

Remember too the Christ-child, grew up to be a man; 

to hide him in a cradle, is not our dear Lord’s plan. 

So keep the Christmas spirit,  

share it with others far and near, 

from week to week and month to month,  

throughout the entire year! 

 

written December 17th 1976 by Norman Wesley Brooks 

 

“He will make your righteousness 

shine like the dawn, the justice of 

your cause like the noonday sun” 

Psalm 37:5-6 

 

 

 

And with this, the Editorial team of Stories of Hope wish you a blessed 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.             

Back 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj91oj4ibHJAhVCG6YKHWe4BT4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oneyearbibleblog.com%2F2010%2F01%2F&psig=AFQjCNGazzng2hweXwnjdO1Ag3oDyLHcqA&ust=1448728760650330
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Everyone loves a hero.   

And New Zealand has its share.  More than its fair share, per-

haps, considering our population size. 

During the past few months, some of our heroes have appeared larger than life -- 

even in death. 

Heroes inspire us.  They can be ordinary, everyday people.  But they do amazing 

things. They leave us in awe.  Awestruck. 

These days we tend to use the word hero to mean both men and women. The 

word heroine seems to have gone by the way.  Much like the word actress.  Nowa-

days, we use actor  for either gender. There are more and more examples of these 

changes as we continue to move away from sexist language.  

A hero is a hero nevertheless. But when new ones come along the heroes of yes-

teryear can get overlooked. The new big headlines capture attention.  Grab the 

spotlight. The old heroes are pushed into the shadows. But they are there. 

The church has its heroes.  A roll call takes in its martyrs and saints. People who 

gave their lives for their beliefs.  We don't necessarily ask that of heroes although 

there can be some highly significant form of martyrdom such as a life dedicated to 

a particular cause.  

The first known Christian martyr was St. Stephen, as recorded in the Acts, who was 

stoned to death after he had denounced the Sanhedrin as 'stiff-necked' and other 

things. Tradtionally, the Massacre of the Innocents  is considered the first martyr-

dom of Christians. 

In this season of yuletide, our attention turns to the 'greatest' of them all, who 

came into this world an anti-hero. His life was in danger from the moment of birth -

- even before birth. He has been described as the Divine Hero, the Mighty Hero, 

Super Hero and Superstar.  Awesome titles to place on someone born in a stable,  

who as a new-born slept in a manger. 

Our Hero     by Bernie Griffin 
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And as one Christian wrote: 

"Jesus bled and died for us as the Passover Lamb. He controlled his mind, disci-

plined his actions, and prioritised his life to do the will of God, his Father. Doing 

that day after day, positioned him to be able to obey God and go all the way to 

the Cross and through its torture. With that final selfless act of obedience, he 

changed human history forever." 

Now, there's a hero. 

Happy Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some thoughts on Christmas: 

 
I have always thought of Christmas time, 

when it has come round, as a good time; a 

kind, forgiving, charitable time; the only time I know of, in the 

long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by one 

consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of 

people below them as if they really were fellow passengers to 

the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other 

journeys.  ~Charles Dickens 

 

The best of all gifts around any Christmas tree:  the presence 

of a happy family all wrapped up in each other.  ~Burton Hillis 

 

Christmas is a necessity.  There has to be at least one day of 

the year to remind us that we're here for something else be-

sides ourselves.  ~Eric Sevareid 

Back 
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Georgie Boyle is 93 and has been a Tawa parishioner for more than 60 years.   

She is one of the fittest and most active nonage-

narians in the parish and regularly attends mass. 

She walks everywhere and knows just about 

everyone in the Tawa village. 

She came to Tawa newly married at the age of 

31.  She and her husband Frank, who died sever-

al years ago,  had three children, Francis, An-

drew and David. 

Georgina Crossley was born at home in Cam-

bridge Terrace, Wellington. Two older sisters 

had already died and she grew up an only child.  

She attended St. Joseph's school in Buckle St. 

which was run by the Sisters of Mercy.  She was 

good at her studies and became dux of the school, winning a scholarship which 

took her to St. Mary's College.  From there she went to  teachers' training college 

and remained in the profession until her retirement. She taught in various schools 

in the Wellington region including Tawa's St. Francis Xavier primary school. 

She says that parish life was busy and there was always plenty to do.  "As with oth-

er parishioners, there was involvement with the usual church groups and com-

mittees and never a dull moment, really.  There was plenty to organize and many 

changes over the years.  Looking back you can say we gained much enjoyment in 

helping the parish grow and we made some wonderful friends." 

Georgie lives in the same house that she and Frank built when they first moved to 

Tawa.  It's close to the Rewa Terrace hall, which was originally the first Catholic 

church in Tawa, (built by parishioners, overseen and led by George Bodderick)  until 

Our Lady of Fatima Church was built on its present site. 

"There have been plenty of changes with the church building over the years and  

they're still going on, what with renovations and earthquake strengthening.   

An Interview with Georgina Boyle    by Bernie Griffin 

Parish nonagenarian has seen the changes 
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A few leaks in the foyer roof need fixing and things should settle down for a while. 

We have plenty to be thankful for -- a strong parish life, wonderful priests and a 

great Tawa community. And I'll keep walking for as long as I can."        Back 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiK-YaN073JAhVHGqYKHTlQDesQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.imeimage.com%2Fdivider-icon&psig=AFQjCNGieRqQ5rHGtbvu-iwf36LHn4JEgw&ust=1449161926706032
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        I have taken a recent statement of Pope Francis and turned it into a question. 

A Catholic acquaintance, reading Pope Francis’ observation that we have moved 

from an era of change to a change of era, remarked that he could not follow what 

this meant. Well, I could be wrong, but when I read the Pope’s words these helped 

me to crystalize a growing intuition: as a church we are called to change some of 

the ways we are presently working.  

 This year in our parish we are blessed by the number of couples presenting 

their children for baptism. Dedicated fellow-parishioners 

help them to understand what is involved in the baptismal 

ceremony. But here’s the rub: we don’t see these young cou-

ples before the baptism of their child. At baptism the part-

ners are asked if they clearly understand what they are un-

dertaking. And of course they answer yes! Increasingly we 

will not see this family again until they enroll this child in a 

Catholic school. 

 Now, please do not misunderstand me. Each couple seeks God’s blessing on 

their child – and this is important. But many of these couples do not seem to have 

a deep understanding and experience of what it means to be a Catholic. They 

seem, in words of Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin, to be catechized but not 

evangelized. Their experience of God may well be real: their experience of Church 

seems to be ephemeral. 

 Others parents enroll their children in parish sacramental programs: here 

the same phenomenon is operative. We do not see much of some of these Catholic 

partners and their children before the sacramental program begins. Neither will we 

see much of them after the first Communion Mass.   

 The same can be said of couples who ask that their wed-

ding be held in a Catholic church. For the most part the Catholic 

partner is engaged to a non-Catholic and, increasingly, to some-

one of not much interest in religion.   They willingly attend the 

required two-day Catholic marriage preparation course. They will 

plan their wedding service carefully. And, for the most part, we 

are not going to see much of them. They may ask that their chil-

dren be baptized but this can no longer be taken for granted. 

… as a church we are called to change some of the ways  
we are presently working.  

An Era of Change or a Change of Era?       by    Fr Paul O’Connor 
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 A new ‘normal’ is emerging in Catholic funerals. A long-time parishioner dies: 

the husband or wife has predeceased them. Family members come to arrange the 

funeral – and none of them are practicing Catholics. Most will request the funeral 

that their father or mother would have wanted. They don’t understand why we 

Catholics do what we do at funerals but they do want to honour their parent’s faith 

and faithfulness. So priests, deacons and lay pastoral workers are using funeral ser-

vices as a moment of evangelization. 

 So far I have, I hope, been descriptive: these are trends that started slowly 

and are now accelerating. Those requesting Christian sacraments for themselves or 

their children and Christian funerals for their parents are, generally speaking, good 

people. Yet their knowledge of what it means to be a Catholic and their observable 

Catholic ‘character’ is relatively slight. This, I suggest, is the new ‘normal’ and, if 

Pope Francis is correct, we have entered the change of an era. 

 How has this come about? There are some key social factors. New Zealand is 

no longer a Christian society and religion is increasingly relegated to the realm of 

personal opinion and feeling. Sexually abusive priests and the subsequent cover-up 

have wounded our internal self-confidence and our public credibility. As well we are 

now meeting second and third generation Kiwi Catholics who have only minimal 

contact with their local – or any – parish. That most of those asking for a Catholic 

wedding are not marrying fellow Catholics is driving much of this change of era. 

 Particularly poignant is the plight of faithful Catholic parents who see their 

children beginning to drift off the Catholic reservation. Again, these are fine young 

people: as they grow older they are caught up in the currents of our post-Christian 

and post-modern culture. Few, if any, of their friends and contemporaries will seem 

to be people of religious faith and faithfulness. 

 So what might we do? Let me suggest that we need to become more tough-

mind and, equally, more open-hearted. Tough-mindedness demands that we 

acknowledge both what is happening and the fact that our present programmes are 

no longer evangelically effective. Many of the younger parents that we meet are 

vaguely spiritual but, seemingly, they have very little commitment to their Catholic 

faith. The programmes that we need for sacramental preparation need to attend to 

this – and this is best done at a national level. Should, for instance, our baptismal 

programme be rather longer, focusing on the re-evangelization of the Catholic part-

ner?  

New Zealand is no longer a Christian society and religion is increas-

ingly relegated to the realm of personal opinion and feeling.  
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As our younger parishioners prepare for first Reconciliation, Confirmation and first 

Communion should we spend at least as much time with the non-practicing Cath-

olic parents?   I am not proposing catechesis (teaching) as an end in itself: I am 

proposing that we attempt to reintroduce them to our humble Lord Jesus Christ. 

 For this to happen we need two things to happen. First, there needs to be 
a consensus at the parish and archdiocesan level that we have entered a change 
of era: what we are presently doing is, despite good will and our best efforts, in-
creasingly ineffective. Then, at a parish level, we need to be more intentional in 
forms of side-by-side mentoring. This could mean that non-practicing parents who 
seek the sacraments of initiation for their children would be warmly welcomed 
and encouraged. Another family would sponsor them: this would involve be-
friending them, encouraging them to come to Mass, sitting with them and sharing 
just a little of the joy of being a Catholic. If we are to have a more intentional cat-
echesis of these non-practicing Catholics, then the sponsoring family could serve 
as informal evangelists. (The term ‘sponsoring family’ should be defined in the 
broadest possible sense.) 
 

 None of what I have written should be 
interpreted as criticism of what parishioners have 
been and are presently doing. All of us are in-
debted to those who, for 50 years, have handed 
on the faith first delivered to the saints.  
But if Pope Francis is right – and I believe that he 
is – the change of an era demands of us new ap-
proaches and a deeper sense of mission. Are we 
being called to embrace our lost Catholic sheep 
and to welcome them back home? 
 
“We are not living an era of change, but a change of 

era. …. Christian doctrine is not a closed system inca-

pable of generating questions, doubts, queries, but 

it’s alive, and able to unsettle, animate. ... Doctrine, 

“has a face that isn’t rigid, a body that moves and 

develops, it has tender flesh: that of Jesus Christ.”  

Pope Francis 10 Nov. 2015            Back 

I am not proposing catechesis (teaching) as an end in itself: I am 

proposing that we attempt to reintroduce them to our humble Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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Flawed as I am 

in this imperfect world, 

there is an itch in my soul 

that nags me to do better;  

to turn my eyes from my mirror 

to the people and happenings outside my skin. 

Most times I ignore this itch, 

occasionally I scratch it, 

but neither satisfy as I know from experience 

that this itch will pester me 

until I have done something good. 

So, eventually, I do what needs to be done  

and the itch sleeps.  

But, after a brief period of calm and peace, 

the itch gradually reawakens with increased 

strength  

for too late did I learn that  

once this itch became embedded in my soul 

it can never be sated - its only purpose being  

to drive me to become  

what in the womb I was designed to be; 

though, on my part, I haven’t the faintest hope 

of ever reaching that intended perfection. E 

 

  Back 

 A Particular Itch       by   Patrick Horan 
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Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men- Luke 2:14 

At Christmas, more often than at other times of the year, we see greeting cards 

wishing people ‘Peace, Love and Joy’. In a field, in a town called Bethlehem, 2000 

years ago, angels heralded the birth of the King of Peace. Fast forward 2000 years 

later, you can only ask yourself, ‘Where is the peace?’ We don’t have to look very 

far, nor try to work towards global peace. We can start with being peacemakers 

within our families. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God.” (Matt 5:9). We hope that we may never experience something as devastating 

as the bombings in Paris or the refugee plight of Syria, but we will no doubt experi-

ence hurtful situations in our personal lives that will challenge our ability to forgive 

someone whom we feel has committed an ‘unforgivable’ wrong against us.  Wheth-

er it is a specific act or just words that are very hurtful, chances are we will have a 

number of lifetime experiences that will raise the issue of forgiveness, consciously 

or subconsciously.  

Forgiveness is one of the most emotional and psychological experiences we will 

ever encounter.  Feelings of anger, revenge, resentment, hurt, hostility, sadness, 

bitterness, retaliation or retribution arise.  At the same time, depending on whether 

we are seeking forgiveness, are asked to forgive someone else or forgive ourselves, 

it can also involve reconciliation, compromise, atonement, repentance or redemp-

tion. 

Asking God for guidance is a good place to start.  Being able to forgive or seek for-

giveness is not just an intellectual decision. There’s also a spiritual dimension in-

volved.  The parable of the unforgiving servant in the book of Matthew provides 

guidance on how we should deal with forgiveness. 

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother when he sins against me?  Up to seven times?  Jesus answered, I tell you, 

not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”- Matthew 18:21 

This suggests that forgiveness is limitless.  We must be willing to forgive someone 

for a transgression time and time again without seeking retribution.  A very power-

ful but hard to comply with message In order to achieve this level of forgiveness, 

we must pray for strength, patience and perseverance in our relationships that may 

require forgiveness. Christ tells us, “And when you stand praying, if you hold any-

thing against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you 

your sins.”- Mark 11:25 Christ admonishes us, “Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful.  Do not judge, and you won’t be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not 

Christmas - a time for peace      by   Michelle Anthony 



15 

          December 2015 

If we surrender to him, 

the Holy Spirit will  

fill our souls  

with light, love, purity, 

peace, and power 

 

 

Artist: Elizabeth Wang

 Code:T-04499-CW   

www.radiantlight.org.uk 

be condemned.  Forgive and you will be forgiven.”  Luke 6:36-37. 

I have come to realise that forgiveness has to begin with me. Though easily said 

than done, it is a work in progress. This brings to mind one of my favourite hymns.  

“Let There Be Peace on Earth”          

     by Jill Jackson and Sy Miller 

 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father, brothers all are we, 

Let me walk with my brother, in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now; 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment, in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and LET IT BEGIN WITH ME. 

Back 
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We were privileged to experience an 
amazing journey to the Holy Land in Sep-
tember/October this year with 27 other 
Catholic pilgrims led by Pat and Suzie 
McCarthy from Auckland and accompa-
nied by Franciscan Fr Bernie Thomas, par-
ish priest from Waiheke Island and a Chap-
lain at Auckland University. Space doesn’t 
allow us to adequately cover the 19 days 
that we walked in the paths of the Old 

Testament and followed the steps of Christ. Our tour leader Suzie McCarthy kept an 
amazing travel log which we have used to add further detail to our article. 

A favourite quotation of ours is from St Augustine: “The world is a book and those 
who do not travel read only one page.” 

Over the almost three weeks we visited historic sites, walked the trail of Moses, 
Abraham, John the Baptist and Jesus. Here are just some of the highlights: 

Our first major stop on our pilgrimage was Mt Nebo which is the biblical heart of 
Jordan. We remembered the story of Moses and the chosen people. The life of Mo-
ses is divided into three phases: 40 years in Egypt, 40 years as a shepherd, living 
quietly with his father-in-law Jethro in Midian and the final 40 years leading his peo-
ple through the exodus journey. It was near Mt Nebo that Moses died and was bur-
ied, and Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land, the land of milk and hon-
ey (date honey). We stood at the top of Mt Nebo and looked over the plains and 
the Dead Sea and marvelled at the spiritual immensity of it all. (Deut. 34: 1-12.) 

We celebrated Mass under a thatched roof beside the river Jordan, a special place 
set apart in this winding river of 
150 miles/241km, now much re-
duced in width.  

The abundance of archaeological 
and religious discoveries led to 
certainty that this is the original 
site of the Baptism of Jesus by 
John the Baptist. Fr Bernie led us 
in a time of remembrance of our 
own Baptism and what it means 
to us. We renewed our baptismal 
vows and were mightily sprinkled 

Our Trip to the Holy Land         by    Pat & Melva Waite 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp7uaThbrJAhWlE6YKHcp6BZsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.trekearth.com%2Fgallery%2FMiddle_East%2FIsrael%2FNorthern%2FKinneret%2FTiberius%2Fphoto1062797.htm&bv
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with water from the Jordan. It was a time for memories and emotion. 

Cana of Galilee is the place of the wedding feast and first miracle of Jesus (John 2:1-
11). The Gospel passage in John 2 starts 
with “On the third day”. What about the 
first and second day? Wedding celebra-
tions, even in 2015, usually last a week in 
this land. No wonder they needed so much 
water turned miraculously into wine! The 
church is Spanish in style, with two towers, 
one each for the bride and groom. Before a 
memorable Mass, we, along with five other 
couples, renewed our wedding vows. NZ’s 
Good Friday collection for the holy places 
helps maintain this church so there was a 
special connection for us all.  

We celebrated mass on board an old tradi-
tional fishing boat on Lake Galilee. When 
we were on board, the crew played God 
Defend new Zealand in Te Reo and English 
as the NZ flag was raised. This was quite an 
emotional moment for us all. Our Mass 
was indeed beautiful. The water was calm 
and everything was peaceful. As we sang 
our opening song, a sea bird glided back and forth on one side of the boat, sugges-
tive of the presence of the Spirit on our gathering. After Mass the (Jewish) crew 
played Israeli songs and taught us an Israel folk dance. They switched to modern 
religious songs as we came back to land. I am sure we will all remember the Mass, 
singing, prayer, hospitality and the awe of the surroundings which made for a truly 
a unique and wonderful experience. 

Visited the ancient city of Petra, walked for over 7 kms through its siq, marvelled at 
the Treasury building and Royal Tombs. It became known as “the rose red city half 
as old as time” because of its antiquity and the hues of colour in the sandstone. It is 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern 
World. Petra was inhabited by the Nabateans (of Arab descent) as far back as 
300BC but the golden ages of the kingdom were the first century BC and the first 
century AD. 50,000 people used to live in Petra, in an area of 50 square km. Petra 
was the capital city of a huge kingdom, an important place of trade for Africa and 
Asia. It has been suggested that the three kings stopped here on their way to Beth-
lehem to buy their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Petra was a city where you 
could buy anything.  

 

http://www.land-of-the-bible.com/content/cana-galilee
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An additional interest to us in Petra was the connection with home. NZ woman 
Marguerite van Geldermalsen came to Petra as a tourist 40+ years ago and ended 
up marrying a Bedouin husband.  They lived in a cave here. Their two sons did their 
university education in Australia. After her husband died at a young age, Marguerite 
wrote a book about her life. She still lives in Petra and has done a huge amount of 
community work. Her book is fascinating: “Married to a Bedouin” by Marguerite 
van Geldermalsen, Virgo Press (Hachette UK). We had the bonus of meeting Mar-
guerite as she took her turn at the family site where they sell exquisite jewellery 
designed and made by her sons and the local community. One of our pilgrims 
knows Marguerite’s parents in New Zealand and had brought gifts including three 
mouse traps requested by Marguerite! 

Visited the recently discovered town of Mary Magdalene: Magdala (Migdal mean-
ing ‘tower’). 

Visited the Mount of Olives. So much of the Jesus story happened on the Mount of 
Olives. In his time the Mount of Olives was an extensive olive plantation with olive 

presses. There were caves and 
places to rest and Jesus would 
regularly go there. In the 
grounds of Mount Olive is a Car-
melite convent where  numerous 
pilgrims visit every day to wor-
ship at the site where, according 
to tradition, Jesus taught his dis-
ciples the Lord’s Prayer. The 
walls are covered with elaborate 
panels featuring the text of the 
prayer in numerous languages 
including Te Reo.  

We had Mass in the unique 
church of Dominus Flevit. This 
small church is built over the site 
where it is believed Jesus wept 
over the (old) city of Jerusalem 
(Luke 19:41-44). 

The remains of the Garden of Gethsemane are beautiful and stand in the grounds 

of the Church of all Nations (or the Church of the Agony). The olive trees have been 

carbon dated to 2,000-3,000 years old and are known as the Witness Trees, be-

cause they could have been there at the time when Jesus was arrested. The beauti-

ful Church of all Nations contains the rock on which it is believed Jesus suffered his 

agony while his apostles slept. 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwio5JWThrrJAhWFLaYKHa7PCsQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seetheholyland.net%2Fchurch-of-dominus-flevit%2F&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNEExMyNULhnXcui_11I
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Conclusion 

We have all had a deep experience of He Tangata, He Tangata, He Tangata (It is 

people, it is people, it is people) both within the group and within the observations 

of the people and complex situations of this Holy Land. Most of us have been up 

earlier than at home, walked far more than we do at home, and have eaten more 

than we do at home, but it is all worth it. This is a life-changing experience. The 

Scriptures will never be the same again and this land will engrave itself on our 

memories and sing its music in our hearts. I believe that everyone is pleased they 

answered the invitation to “See the Holy Land”  

 

 

 

 

 

          Back 
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Why are you a Catholic?      Most of us will say that we are Catholics 

because we were born Catholics. Our parents were or are Catholics. A good number 

of us were probably taught in Catholic schools. But have you ever thought about 

not being a Catholic – say, being an Anglican or a Presbyterian? How would life be?  

There are many other Christians who are not Catholics. They belong to possibly one 

of these churches – Anglican, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Free Church, Methodist, Or-

thodox, among many others. They are our separated brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. In the past, our attitudes as Catholics were very negative against those who 

were not Catholics. We tended to look at them as enemies rather than our brothers 

and sisters in the Lord. This has caused a terrible scandal in the church – people 

who call themselves followers of Christ but fought against one another and even 

killed each other. The Catholic Church, in the late 20th century, wrote church docu-

ments regarding these matters. Among those that stand out are:  “Unitatis Redinte-

gratio” (‘Restoration of Unity’ or Decree on Ecumenism) in 1964 & ‘Ut unum 

sint’ (‘That they may be one’) in 1995.  

What is Ecumenism? 

In simple terms, ecumenism can be defined as Christians working together for 

Christian unity. Note that the terms ‘ecumenism’ and ‘ecumenical’ [the adjective 

form of the noun) are Catholic terms – our brothers and sisters of other denomina-

tions may refer to ecumenism as inter–faith meetings or dialogues, inter-church or 

interdenominational fellowships. 

Why be Ecumenical?  

I, as a committed Catholic, personally believe, based on what the Bible and Roman 

Catholic Church teach and say, that every Catholic is called to be ecumenical.  I have 

a few compelling reasons for this:  

 Jesus wanted His disciples to love one another and prayed for unity among them. A 

new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another. [John 13:34-35] In John 17: 20-21, Jesus 

prayed for his disciples that “they may all be one.”  

Ecumenism           by    Tom Caballes 

In simple terms, ecumenism can be defined as Christians  

 working together for Christian unity.  
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Many of us pray the “Our Father” daily. In that prayer, we pray that God’s Kingdom 

come and His will be done. Clearly to me, being an ecumenical Catholic is part of 

fulfilling God’s will and making His Kingdom visible here on earth – relationships 

based on love, courtesy and respect rather than pride, hate and anger.  

The Catholic Church desires us to be ecumenical.  The two documents mentioned 

above echoes what Jesus wills for us as disciples. Even in the introduction of the 

‘Decree on Ecumenism,’ the document states that “Such division openly contradicts 

the will of Christ, scandalizes the world, and damages the holy cause of preaching 

the Gospel to every creature.” UT UNUM SINT 1: “The call for Christian unity made 

by the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council with such impassioned commitment is 

finding an ever greater echo in the hearts of believers, especially as the Year 2000 

approaches.” (Ut Unum Sint para 20) “Thus it is absolutely clear that ecumenism, 

the movement promoting Christian unity, is not just some sort of “appendix” which 

is added to the Church’s traditional activ-

ity. Rather, ecumenism is an organic part 

of her life and work, and consequently 

must pervade all that she is and does; it 

must be like the fruit borne by a healthy 

and flourishing tree which grows to its 

full stature.” 

There is lots more in common with our 

brothers and sisters in different church 

groups than what is different between  

them. We all believe in God the Father as 

the Creator of everything; in the Trinity; 

in Jesus’ death and resurrection; in salva-

tion, the forgiveness of sins and eternal 

life. These are called primary truths in 

the Catholic hierarchy of truths. (Decree on Ecumenism, 11.) These are central gos-

pel truths that are common to all Christians. We should focus on these common 

things rather than on what is different among us.   

We can learn from the strengths of each other and adopt them to our own. Each 

denomination or group has its own strengths and weaknesses. As Catholics, we can 

learn a lot about how our other brothers and sisters read the Bible daily and have 

an enthusiastic worship time that attracts young people.   

… to me, being an ecumenical Catholic is part of fulfilling God’s will and 

making His Kingdom visible here on earth  
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There is a lot more we can learn from each other.  

We have a common enemy – we need to work together. Evil is at work against 

Christians in our society. We should channel all our energies and efforts to battle 

against our common enemy. The destruction of the family as the basic unit of the 

society is a starting place where we can work together. I believe that our enemy is 

targeting the foundation of the society – the family as we know it – because once 

the family is gone, the society will be in chaos. And that is what is happening now 

in Aotearoa.   

We need to share the gospel together. If we truly love one another and try to work 

in unity, will this not be a great witness to non-believers?  I believe that when non-

Christians see in us loving one another in spite of our differences, we are proclaim-

ing God’s love to all the world.  

 

How Do We Work Together? 

We are not theologians or church leaders; let them discuss the theological differ-

ences and see what they can do to unite us. We, lay people, should focus on practi-

cal, day-to-day ecumenism.  

We should relate with our brothers and sisters with humility, courtesy and respect. 

We should not be proud or arrogant with other brothers and sisters. We should 

also be mindful that not all Catholic practices are understood by our separated 

brothers and sisters. We should be aware and be courteous with our brothers and 

sisters whenever they are around and we should strive with all our efforts to make 

them feel welcome and at home with us.  

Work together, play together and pray together when we can. With this, I am very 

pleased with how our own parish and the Tawa Anglican church work together in 

our ecumenical services. It has been a fantastic experience to see how we can work 

together well.  

Share our resources – again, I highly admire the Tawa Anglican church for sharing 

their facilities with us as our Tawa parish church was under earthquake repair. We 

hope that someday, we can repay their generosity to us! For me, this is true ecu-

menism at work!   

We all believe in God the Father as the Creator of everything;  
 in the Trinity; in Jesus’ death and resurrection;  
  in salvation, the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  
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Christianity started with only one church. Jesus founded only one church. But be-

cause of humanity’s sinfulness, this is what Christ’s body is today – divided.  

The hard truth is that we are all sinners and we are all responsible for the current 

state of Christ’s body here on earth.  

We can do something to promote Christian unity: 

First is to pray. Intercede for the work of ecumenism. When we pray the prayer 

Jesus taught us, the Our Father, we should also pray that one day, Christians will 

become united once again.  

Second, let us create bridges rather than walls with our separated brothers 

 

Photo : Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew with Pope Fran-
cis, in the Patriarchal office in 
Phanar during the Pope’s visit 
to the Ecumenical Patriar-
chate for the Thronal Feast of 
Saint Andrew the Apostle, 
Nov. 29-30, 2014  
 (photo D. Panagos 

and sisters. Let us do our own small bit 

and actively try to promote Christian 

unity the best we can.  As Pope John 

XXIII said, “Whenever I see the wall 

dividing Christians, I try to take out at 

least one brick.” 

Note: I am not a theologian. I am a lay Catholic 

person and also a member of an ecumenical 

Christian Community called the ‘Lamb of God’.  In 

our community we try to practice day to day 

ecumenism and to fulfil Jesus call to His disciples 

– to love one another as Jesus loved us. [John 

13:34] 

 

 

    Back 
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New Zealand’s Saint in the Making     by   Bob Cater 

No doubt, many unrecognised saints have 

walked our streets. God willing, quite soon 

we shall be thanking Him that one who 

walked among us has officially joined the 

Communion of Saints. 

When I was young, the sisters who taught 

us placed before us a plethora of saints 

whose virtues we should try to emulate. I 

have to say that few of these saints 

seemed to have much to do with the life 

we then led in New Zealand. They had 

lived in distant places and mostly long ago. 

There was a "Once upon a time..." flavour to such stories. But with the hope that 

our parish's Patron confers, this should soon change. 

Fr John kindly agreed to my accepting an invitation from the Sisters of Compassion 

to act as a parish co-ordinator for the Cause for the Canonisation of Suzanne Au-

bert, the founder of their congregation. She and her Sisters worked, and continue to 

work, with the poorest and weakest of our land. 

The process of Canonisation is, and needs to be, a long one. It can also seem rather 

labyrinthine.  

In Suzanne's case, it formally began in 1997 when the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 

Conference agreed to support the first steps along the way. Gradually it proceeded 

until an historical consultation (the "Positio") was completed and presented to a 

group of theologians in Rome. Quite recently the great news has arrived that these 

theologians have accepted the spirituality of the writings and goodness of Suzanne 

Aubert. 

Their report is now being sent to a group of Cardinals and Bishops who work in the 

Congregation of Saints. If, subsequently, that Congregation concurs, a Decree of 

Historic Virtue will be sent to Pope Francis for his judgment. If he, in turn, agrees, 

Suzanne, will be given the title "Venerable". This could happen as soon as early next 

year, but may take longer. 

Then her cause would need the recognition of one posthumous miracle, ascribed to 

her intercession, after which she could be declared "Blessed".  

Suzanne Aubert 

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://joyfulpapist.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/mothersuzanneaubert.jpg&imgrefurl=https://joyfulpapist.wordpress.com/tag/suzanne-aubert/&h=257&w=267&tbnid=XILYBGN3AaXnVM:&docid=dMydj55mLdpb_M&hl=en&ei=jbhWVuHuO4bJ0A
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Yet another such miracle would be needed before the Holy Father could canonise 

her.  But we're on the way, and everybody can help. 

 Pray that if it is God's will, her cause will proceed to give us New Zea-

land's first official saint. 

 Inform yourself and others about the process and its progress. It's easy.. 

The website  www.suzanneaubert.co.nz  has plenty of information about 

her life, her work and her Cause. 

 Several good publications including Joy Cowley's "Saint Grandma" for 

children and "Suzanne Aubert's Spiritual Tonics", a collection of short 

extracts from her writings, would make excellent,  thoughtful and inex-

pensive Christmas presents and can be found on the website. 

 ‘The Story of Suzanne Aubert’ by Jessie Munro (N.Z's Book of the Year in 

1997) is still in print.  

This is a fine biography which can be found in most libraries. If you can't 

find it, I am happy to lend my copy. 

  The website can also enable you to be put on a database to receive in-

formation and/or to become a "Friend of Suzanne". 

  If you have a personal link to Suzanne or her work, or if you know some-

one who has, Sr. Josephine would  love you to share it with her.  You can 

email her at: sr.josephine.gorman@compassion.org.nz  

or write to :   P.O. Box 1419 Wellington 

If I can provide you with information or contacts, I shall happily do so. 

          Back 

http://www.suzanneaubert.co.nz
mailto:sr.josephine.gorman@compassion.org.nz
http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrioWyzK3JAhUBtZQKHWyLCQEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsuzanneaubert.co.nz%2Fhome%2Fsuzanne-aubert-timeline%2Fchallenges%2F&psig=AFQjCNGpCcKFaqyEfNYeM6JfYfk41OO
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Travelling all the way to Europe is fun for young people, but an 

endurance test for the oldies, especially when you start off with 

a blocked nose and your medication out of reach.  

I went through L.A. I guess there must have been four large 

planes arriving all at the same time causing a queue of a few 

hundred metres inching away towards the passport control. 

You’re only in transit, but you’ve got to drag all your luggage with you. The only 

advantage of this ordeal was that it cut an hour off your 9 hour wait for the next 

flight, which took us to Zurich, Switzerland. As the plane left L.A. two hours after 

the scheduled time, the next plane to Amsterdam had already left by the time we 

reached Zurich. I was tired and a very friendly Swiss noticed my fatigue, rebooked 

me on a KLM flight and organised a trolley to take me to the KLM gate.  

Mimi and Rien and my brother Ton were waiting patiently in Amsterdam. I noticed 

in passing that the men were hiding behind a large glass of beer. By the time we got 

to our destination, the 

beautiful Castle, as in the 

photograph, everyone 

had gone to bed – except 

one – and the gates were 

closed. Fortunately I had 

the Assumptionist Fa-

thers’ address book on 

me and we rang several 

numbers, until Fr Edward 

came down to let us in. I 

said goodbye to my fami-

ly, unpacked a few essentials and went to bed.  

So, there I was in my luxurious large room with a computer and printer in working 

My Overseas Trip (10 August– 12 October) 

       by    Fr John van der Kaa 

 … the plane left L.A. two hours after the scheduled time, ... my brother Ton 

was waiting patiently in Amsterdam. ... By the time we got to our destina-

tion, everyone had gone to bed . 

‘The Castle’ - home of the Assumptionists in Holland 
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order, so I could keep in touch with NZ. 

 I actually spent a lot of time in my room,  in spite of having a bicycle and nice little 

car – Toyota Aygo – to get around in. Adding up the number of times I was invited 

to preach I came to a total of 8 sermons during the 9 weeks I was away.  

In addition I was asked to write an article for our Assumptionist magazine and I kept 

everyone up to date with my emails.  

The most demanding days were Monday to Friday, 31 Aug - 4 Sept, in Valpré, near 

Lyons in the South of France. There we met some 150 Assumptionists, young and 

old belonging to the recently formed European Province of our Order. There were 

lots of young ones, from Vietnam, the Philippines, Zaire, West Africa, Bulgaria, Lith-

uania, Spain and of course, France itself. Meeting so many fellow Assumptionists 

made me fully aware of our isolation in New Zealand. Of all the priests and brothers 

there I only knew a handful. I was happy to speak with the priests from Belgium and 

I was surprised at the accent of the priest I spent a whole year with in Hitchin, 

Herts. UK. Fr Thomas O’Brien was his name. Then there was Ricky Montanez from 

the Philippines who also works in England.  All day long the language spoken was 

French. After two days of painful concentration it nearly gave me a headache.  

One afternoon we went out by bus to visit some of Lyon’s beautiful churches – at 

least that’s what I expected. Well, as we arrived at the church we were guided into 

a room where we were given an hour-long lecture on how they were working with 

lay people in their city apostolate. Our visit to the Cathedral of Our Lady was better. 

The whole group assembled there to pray Vespers together. It was kind of special. 

Afterwards we had an hour to do our tourist thing and went through the holy build-

ing  which had a collection of almost all the famous statues of Our Lady found 

around the world.  Once back at Valpré there was an evening performance by an 

actor who acted out something of a long poem under the title: ‘Dieu est mort’.   

(God is Dead) 

In the chapel we were all given a prayer booklet with prayers in 7 different lan-

guages. One evening – a little tired – I suddenly felt we were in familiar territory and 

I realised we were actually saying a psalm in English. I must make one confession 

There were lots of young [Assumptionists] from Vietnam, the Philippines, 

Zaire, West Africa, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Spain and of course, France itself.  
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before we leave this topic: three evenings in a row we met  after 10 pm at Fr 

Zuiker’s room – he is our Regional Superior – and we had a little brandy together 

relaxing in own DNA language (Dutch) 

This was probably the most varied holiday I have ever had. There was the celebra-

tion of the Assumption of Our Lady ,15th August. We celebrated in style with Mass 

and dinner and photographs taken afterwards (photo below). 

Then on 28th August I had the wedding of my nephew, Maurice, with Sharon. This 

was followed by the golden wedding anniversary of my brother Rudy and his wife 

Plony. A little later I celebrated our golden jubilee of ordination with three class-

mates: Klaas Schilder, Pete Wouters and Mart Lemmens. I was the main celebrant 

and was appointed to preach. On the 4th October we had a family gathering with 

30 adults and 6 children to celebrate the same: Mass at 2 pm, dinner at 5pm . I 

had asked them for tiramisu as dessert. It was so popular that some people actu-

ally missed out. Before packing my bags, my youngest brother, who is sacristan at 

‘our’ church in Oisterwijk where I was baptised, invited me to say the weekend 

Masses and to preach on the theme of Marriage and Family. I stuck to the ideals 

of married life and family as I have always been told. After mass some young peo-

ple came to thank me, because that is what they wanted to hear in a world were 

separation and divorce are daily news.  

I was actually quite happy to return to Our Lady of Hope Parish, back to familiar 

surroundings. But I come back with three prayers: that my home country may 

return to the faith and that here in NZ we may remain “on track” and with the 

Holy Spirit calling more young people to the priesthood.  

 

 

 



29 

          December 2015 

 

The extension to the church that was built 

several years ago had a flat roof included. 

This has long caused problems with leaks 

in the day chapel area and when the re-

cent  earthquake strengthening work was 

done, major issues with the roof were dis-

covered in many places, especially over 

the foyer area, where a section of the ceil-

ing collapsed because of water ingress. 

An inflatable paddling pool is currently catching all the rain! 

Repairs will be completed as soon as possible, but there is no inter-

ruption to use of the church because of these issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Back 

Church Repairs at Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa   
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Term 3 & 4 News 

Where has the year gone?  We welcomed students back to school for the start of 
Term 4 with a focus on financial literacy skills that will future proof our children for 
making good decisions. 

We held a Community Asia Aware Evening commencing with a Chinese Tea Cere-
mony and a shared meal.  Our Mandarin Language Assistant, Cheng Xue, and other 
Mandarin Language Assistants from over Wellington did a Tai Chi Quan demonstra-
tion followed by our students performing Mandarin songs.  It proved a real high-
light this term.  We held a “Secondo Sale” raising money for the purchase of 
chromebooks.  Our students all took part in Shake Out New Zealand where we 
were given the opportunity to practise our earthquake drills.  Our Year 5 & 6 stu-
dents participated in a Rugby Tournament winning the Plate final and the Izzy Ford 
Trophy. 

We also had a group of students representing St Francis Xavier School in the Tawa 
Zone Athletics. 

An overall highlight was at the very end of last term when we held our “Cans Film 
Festival – A Night at the Movies”.  It was an epic night.  We were so proud of all 
our students from our articulate and eloquent MCs to the wonderful actors, ac-
tresses, artists, singers and dancers on the screen.  The staff really went the extra 
mile learning the art of film making.  What enabled us to embark on such a venture 
in creating the films to begin with was the extensive range of technology that we 
have as a school. 

Mass was held for All Saints Day.  All Saints Day is a longstanding tradition when 
we as a church recognise that all of God’s people, on heaven and earth are spiritu-
ally connected and united (in communion). 

There was a Farewell Liturgy for our Year 6 students and mid-December we look 
forward to our End of Year School Mass. I would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and congratulate Father John on his Golden Jubilee this month and 
thank him for his continuing support.   

He is always a very welcome visitor at St Francis Xavier School. 

 

On behalf of the staff I wish you and your family all the very best 
for the Christmas season. 

       Back 

St Francis Xavier School  - ‘Strength & Gentleness’   

        by    Bernadette Murfitt (Principal) 
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Christmas Mass Times - Tawa & Titahi Bay 

 
TAWA: Our Lady of Fatima Church 

Thursday 24 December   7pm Christmas Family Mass 

          11.30pm Carols & Midnight Mass 

Friday 25 December         10.30am Christmas Day Mass 

          12.30pm Kirabati Christmas Mass 

  

TITAHI BAY: St Pius Church 

Thursday 24 December   8pm Christmas Eve Mass 

Friday 25 December           9.30am Christmas Day Mass 

  

   

TAWA: Our Lady of Fatima Church  New Year’s Eve 

Thursday 31 December   12 Midnight Mass 

 

O, Come Let Us Adore Him! 
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Obituary         by  Denise Dorman 

Elinor McMahon Ward (Nell) 15 September 1924-9 November 2015       

Nell had been in the Parish for over 50 years and only 

recently had to accept that she had to go into care.  

During this time she contributed to St Pius X church in so 

many ways as she had bought up a large family of eight 

children and a grandson. The children all attended St Pius 

X primary school until they went to Intermediate.  

Nell served as a Special Eucharistic Minister and as a 

reader for many years and she was well respected in this 

role.  She was a faith filled person who would never miss 

mass, regularly attending during the week as well. She 

had tremendous courage in the face of lots of adversity. She had a great sense of 

humour and her family testified that she was also a ‘miracle worker’ in the way 

she could feed everyone who was present at the family table at meal times, in-

cluding all the children's friends, with a size 10 chicken. 

Nell was a passionate and capable tennis player at Titahi Bay tennis club for 

many years. The family related that she was a fierce opponent who took no pris-

oners especially if they were on the opposite side of the court. Watching tennis 

on TV, especially Wimbledon through the night was one of her best times. 

May she Rest in Peace. 
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Baptisms 

Parish Notices  - Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 

Deaths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of child    Date   Parents 

         Back 

Nova Rosemary Sare 22/9/15 

Elinor McMahon Ward 9/11/15 

Moses Alona Uiese 23/11/15 

Nixon Neemia Madar Poutoa & Bridget Madar 19/9/15 

Maria Fay Sara James & Sialofa Sara 27/9/15 

Aanya Ese Agnew Paul Agnes & Lana Ese 4/10/15 

Aria Joy Holswich Christian & Sarah Holswich 17/10/15 

Bonnie Harriet Nora Hall Patrick Hall & Jane Armstrong 17/10/15 

Harlow Addison Olivia Hopgood Johnathon & Nikki Hopgood 31/10/15 

Tiernan Ieriko Bennis Martin & Naomi Bennis 31/10/15 

Mikaere Hone Feakin Ashlee-Rose Feakin & Matthew 

Kidman 

1/11/15 

Harley Mikaele Tu-Ariki Teofilo Patrick Teofilo & Liana Burns 1/11/15 

Jai Stanton Jarvis Warren Jarvis & Melissa Stanton 14/11/15 

Zander Stanton Jarvis Warren Jarvis & Melissa Stanton 14/11/15 

Troy Stanton Jarvis Warren Jarvis & Melissa Stanton 14/11./5 
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Regular events 

New Parishioners 

 

We hope you enjoyed reading this issue of Stories of Hope  . 

When you've finished reading it, why not pass it on to a friend? 

We need your input.  Keep those contributions coming!! 

Current Parish Pastoral Council Members 

 

If you are new to the parish, Welcome! 

Please introduce yourself to the celebrant, another parishioner,  

or call the parish office  9am-12noon  weekdays .  04 232 5611 

 

 

Fr John van der Kaa - parish priest Andrew Oliver -  chair 

Kalameli Aiono, Telesia Alaimoana, Lagi Anamani, Chantelle Anthony,  

Gerard Bone, Denise Dorman, Ted Gallen, John Lafaele,   

Ray Lindsay, Hannah McCardle,  Paul McCardle,  Rupi Mapusua,  

Litia Meli, Joseph Mijares,  Marie Prescott, Rebekah Siave. 

 

 -  Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women, Third Sat. 1:30 pm, at Connolly Hall,  

 Next to Cathedral, Wellington. 

-   Monthly luncheons in Tawa church foyer,  First Tuesday of each month. 

-   Time together, weekly games, Tawa church meeting room, Thurs 1:30 pm,   

-   Youth Group, College Years 9 to 13, Fridays, 8:00 - 9:30pm  

 Leo Connor Hall, during school term;  

 -   Girls’ Group Year 3 - 9 students, Fridays, 4:30 - 5:30 pm,  

 Tawa church meeting room during term time. 

-   Other events,  check website calendar:  www.tawacatholic.org.nz  
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This edition of Stories of Hope is sponsored by 

Ninness Funeral Home 
17 Kenepuru Drive, Porirua  ph: 04 237 4174  fax: 04 237 4172 email: info@ninness.co.nz  

Where Is Christmas Happening? 

Warm greetings to you from the team at Ninness Funeral Home. It is hard to believe 

that Christmas and New Year are not that far away. 

Invariably at Christmas we are drawn to remember family and friends and to think 

of the part that they play in our lives and the times we spent together. For some in 

our community, this will be the first time at Christmas without a familiar face at the 

table or around the BBQ as we come together and remember 2015. 

I recall a question being asked “Where is Christmas happening?” Perhaps we be-

lieve that Christmas happens only among those who believe in the Christ, who gath-

er together to share His story and are united in belief and liturgy. But perhaps, the 

nature of the very first Christmas in a run-down Bethlehem stable should remind us 

that God is a very startling God; who has never stopped surprising us with the ways 

He manifests His presence. 

Can Christmas happen for those who have lost loved ones during the year? Can 

Christmas happen for those who feel weighed down by grief and loss? Can Christ-

mas happen in the absence of a loved one? Hopefully, for all of us who believe that 

Jesus fully understands sadness and grief and pain, (he has, after all, shared our 

human pain in startling ways) then we can know within our heart of hearts that 

Christmas is happening for us all. 

Maybe Christmas won’t seem the same or as peaceful or as happy as it might have 

been, but we at Ninness hope that in some small way Christmas will happen for you 

in the way that you need it most to happen. 

This Christmas, may we not be frightened by a God who startles us.  May the Vul-

nerable Jesus who was born in a stable help our own vulnerability this year and lead 

us forward in hope – for perhaps the greatest story of hope is that which we cele-

brate shortly – God is With Us.  

For further helpful information, have a look at the Ninness Funeral Home website: 

www.ninness.co.nz.  Go to ‘Community Traditions’ and then ‘Catholic community’. 

Shuttle Service to Whenua Tapu Cemetery 

Ninness Funeral Home provides a complimentary shuttle 

service to Whenua Tapu cemetery every month (excluding 

December)  on the last Wednesday. 

       Back 

http://www.ninness.co.nz/
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