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Notice to contributors 

We always like to hear about your group or parish organization.  We generally pre-

fer content relating to specific events and persons - as a guideline, 500 words will 

fill one page of this magazine.  Short newsy articles, anecdotes, reflections, poems, 

family events and page fillers are also welcome.   

E-copy is preferred but hard copy can be submitted.  Photos enhance all content - 

high resolution please.   

Send copy to the editor or leave for collection at the parish office. 

 Jane Langham    

 232  7206      magazine@ourladyofhope.org.nz 

Deadline for next edition:  1st November  The date will also be advertised in the 

weekly newsletter nearer the time and may vary from the one shown. 

Disclaimer 
Any views or opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the author, 

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committee or the adminis-

trators of Our Lady of Hope parish.  The editor exercises sole discretion as to the 

acceptance of items for publication, insofar as they reflect Catholic life in the parish 

and do not tend to give offence.  All items submitted may be subject to editorial 

amendment, revision or rejection and all items published are without prejudice.   
 

 —————————————————————————————————————————————————————-   

Stories of Hope -  Mission Statement  

Our mission   -  To promote a sense of community in the Catholic parish of  

Our Lady of Hope, Tawa & Titahi Bay, by publishing the full variety of Catho-

lic life in our parish. 

Principal source of written contributions is the people in our parish.  

Our objective:  Every edition to every Catholic home in the parish.  

Copyright: 

All items published in Stories of Hope are copyright and may not be other-

wise published for general distribution without the prior approval of the 

editor.  Items may be copied for the use of private individuals or small 

groups, providing that the source is acknowledged. 

With Thanks to: 

Our sponsor, to all volunteers who help distribute copies, and to all others 

whose contributions and efforts have made this issue possible.  
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 Transforming ourselves in service and care of others   
‘It is in giving that you receive’ Francis of Assisi 

A few months ago you may have received in your mailbox a 

booklet called HOPE for all. It was produced by an ecumeni-

cal group of Christians to mark 200 years of Christianity in 

NZ.  The booklet describes the positive impact of Christianity throughout the ages 

and includes examples from in NZ.  It is still the case that most charitable organisa-

tions (for example:  Amnesty International, Red Cross, Save the Children Fund and 

many others)  as well as the first hospitals, hospices and schools for the poor and 

for girls, were started by Christian groups.  In our own community of Tawa, you will 

discover that a disproportionately large number of people in volunteer roles 

(children’s sports coaches, op-shop helpers, community board members, etc.) are 

also members of one of our local churches.    This is not to deny that very many non

-Christians are community-minded and fully take part in supporting those in need. 

You may recall seeing the headline above in Cardinal John Dew’s June Wel-Com 

article, which was encouraging us to follow the example of the recently-deceased 

Jean Vanier (founder of L’Arche community).  He reminded us that “Our Catholic 

faith is not just about what happens in church, it is about what we do with what 

happens to us.”  This also echoes the song words Go now you are sent forth, to live 

what you proclaim  and the many exhortations of Pope Francis for us all to be an 

active church, serving people, not warming pews. 

In this edition of Stories of Hope, we highlight some of the very many of our parish-

ioners who are living this in their lives.  ‘Christian service’ is a lot more than, and 

not exclusively done within or through parish ministries.  It includes the way we live 

our professional lives with integrity, compassion and honesty - there is an example 

of this on P 27.   It includes our voluntary service involvement - read about Pat’s 

many years of commitment to Rotary International (P.20) and Helen’s volunteering 

with Mary Potter Hospice (P.28) 

Perhaps most importantly is how we live our family and community life - how does 

my faith influence my daily life - as a parent, a child, a customer in a shop, a recipi-

ent of care, a neighbour? The commitment of the Couples for Christ to make sure 

their faith is reflected in family life is shared (P.12) Teresa shares her story of the 

influence of World Youth Day on her life. (P.14) 

 

From the Editor          by   Jane Langham 
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As usual, there are also many other stories of the people, groups and events of Ta-

wa and Titahi Bay parish life.  I hope you will enjoy this edition and share it with 

others.   

 

Did you know you can access Stories of Hope online? 

The parish web site:  ourladyofhope.org.nz  under the ‘News’ tab, has  

the latest magazine edition 

and a complete archive of 

all past editions, as well as 

the weekly newsletter. 

You can find that earlier 

article you wanted to re-

read, pass on information 

from obituaries, share par-

ish news with family mem-

bers living far away 

This magazine is distributed 

in hard copy to everyone on 

the Our Lady of Hope parish 

roll, parish school families 

and also to many others 

who have now left the par-

ish and to other ‘interested 

parties’. 

If you now live ‘out of area’ or for any other reason no longer wish to re-

ceive a printed copy of Stories of Hope  you can request to receive email 

notification when a new edition is published, with a link to it on the web 

site.  Any parishioner can request to receive email link as well as printed 

copy.   Just contact: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz  or 232 5611 

You can also notify the parish office if you wish to be re-

moved from the printed copy mailing list because you are 

moving away or for any other reason. 

Back 

Back 

http://ourladyofhope.org.nz/soh-2
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The biennial elections for the Parish Pastoral Council have 

recently taken place.  Andrew Oliver did not stand for 

relection, after seven years of service.  He has made an 

outstanding contribution to the Council and the Parish, for 

which we thank him. 

The current Council members are:     Fr  Rico de la Torre; 

Marie Prescott (Chair); Telesia Alaimoana, Lagi Anamani;  

Jane Bolton; Raymond Fernando; Dorothy Jansen (St Pius X School rep);  

John Lafaele; Ray Lindsay; Rupi Mapusua; Litea Meli and Regan Stallard. 

In February this year Cardinal John Dew wrote a Pastoral Letter advising that he had 

directed parishes to review their Churches and Presbyteries with the review to be 

completed by the 30th October 2019.  A subcommittee consisting of members of 

the Finance Committee and the Parish Pastoral Council has been considering the 

options for Our Lady of Hope Parish and are planning to have meetings late July/

early August to enable input from parishioners.  The meetings will be advertised 

and I encourage you to attend and have your say. 

A multicultural Mass was held in February to celebrate our fourth anniversary of 

the establishment of the Parish of Our Lady of Hope. Thank you to all those who 

took part.  It was a very meaningful occasion. 

28 children are enrolled in the Sacramental Programme for 2019.  They received 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 29th June.  Please keep the children and their 

families in your prayers as they continue their journey to the Sacraments of 

Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

Marie Prescott,  Chair, Parish Pastoral Council  

A note from the Parish Pastoral Council 

Ways to Evangelise 

  Set time apart daily for God.  

   Don’t be afraid to tell others you do that. 

  Smile a lot.  It makes you happy. It also makes others 

happy.  It’s a great witness to your Christian joy.  Smiling is 

a one-word Christian philosophy on living.     

Back 



7 

          July 2019 

When I’m an old lady and live with my kids 

 

When I’m an old lady, I’ll live with each kid, 

And bring so much happiness -just as they did. 

I want to pay back all the joy they’ve provided. 

Returning each deed! Oh, they’ll be so excited! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 

I’ll write on the walls with reds, whites and blues 

And I’ll bounce on the furniture wearing my shoes. 

I’ll drink from the carton and then leave it out. 

I’ll stuff all the toilets and oh, how they’ll shout. 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 

When they’re on the phone and just out of reach,  

I’ll get into things like sugar and bleach. 

Oh, they’ll snap their fingers and then shake their heads 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 

When they cook dinner and call me to eat, 

I’ll not eat my green beans nor salad nor meat. 

I’ll gag on my okra, spill milk on the table 

And when they get angry, I’ll run ... if I’m able! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 

I’ll sit close to the TV, through channels I’ll click. 

I’ll cross both my eyes, just to see if they stick. 

I’ll take off my socks and throw one away, 

And play in the mud ‘til the end of the day! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids.) 

And later in bed, I’ll lay back and sigh, 

I’ll thank God in prayer and then close my eyes. 

My kids will look down with a smile slowly creeping 

And say with a groan “she’s so sweet when she’s sleeping”. 

A Mother’s Poem!                (ascribed online to a number of possible authors) 

Back 
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Under Canon Law 537, the Parish Priest must establish a Parish Finance Committee 

(PFC) comprising himself and at least two other members.  Members of the PFC act 

as advisers to the Parish Priest on financial and property matters.   

Members are appointed for a term of three years    

 and should not serve more than nine years.   

The PFC should, subject to holding the appropriate skills and experience, reflect the 

gender and ethnic diversity of the parish and involve young people. 

The PFC currently consists of:  

Father Rico, Father Marlon, Graeme Hansen (Chair) 

Margaret Weaver, Denise Dorman, Ted Gallen, 

Patrick McGill, Louis van Son 

 

Principally, the PFC is responsible for finding the funds necessary to support pasto-

ral needs.  However, the PFC also have a duty to ensure all money is spent diligently 

and that parish property is maintained to an appropriate level and is safe for use.   

The parish is registered for GST and is a registered charity.  The PFC must report 

income and expenditure.  We do this annually to the Archdiocese and to the Chari-

ties Commission.  While this information is publicly available on the Charities Com-

mission website, we realise that is not easy to find and understand.   

We are currently preparing a statement of income and expenditure  

 to present to parishioners. 

We must hold regular planned giving campaigns to ensure that there is sufficient 

funding for pastoral needs.  This includes, but is certainly not limited to, the normal 

operation of the church, such as the priests’ car expenses, the administrative needs 

of the parish, lighting, heating and the Eucharist (hosts, wine, candle oil). 

All members of the PFC are also Trustees of the Fergus Reeves Fellowship 

Trust.  This Trust was established by past Parish Priest Fr Fergus Reeves, to assist 

with the training and living costs of a parishioner wanting to become a priest. 

We NEED new members.  Our Treasurer of 30 years, Ed Juchnowicz, has re-

cently retired from PFC, and most have served on the PFC for over ten years. 

Please offer your support by joining the Parish Finance Committee. 

Report from the Parish Finance Committee   by  Graeme Hansen 

Back 
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Free Community Lunches! 
The Linden Kai Kitchen Initiative will provide a hot meal for all 

Linden residents and friends: 

every Friday from 12:30 - 1:30 pm  

at the Linden Social Centre, Linden Avenue.   

from 5th July through to December 2019 

It will be a place for the community to meet over a hot meal, to get 

to know their neighbours and to share ideas on how to make Linden 

a better place to live. 

The Citizen’s Advice Bureau will be available at the centre on alternate 

Fridays, so they will be available to assist/help anyone who requires their 

services.  (There on 2 August and fortnightly from then.) 

All are welcome to have a meal with us, and/or to offer to volunteer with 

this awesome initiative and learn about other initiatives/programmes 

happening in Linden.   Come down, have a FREE hot meal, meet your 

neighbours, get to know your community  

The initiative will be run entirely by volunteers 

Anyone willing to be a part of this: contact Denise Byarugaba - Community 
Advisor, Wellington City Council, on 027 803 0685, or 
denise.byarugaba@wcc.govt.nz.  

We need volunteers to: 

• help with picking up the fresh ingredients  

• food preparation and cooking 

• serving and clean up.  

Volunteers only need help out once each month for 3 

hours - more frequently only if they want to. 

 

 

Back 

mailto:denise.byarugaba@wcc.govt.nz
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‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 

you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger and wel-

comed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick 

or in prison and visited you?’  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,  

you did it to me.’ (Matthew 25: 37-40) 

Jesus’ directness can sometimes be a bit intimidating.  Feeding the hungry, visiting 

the sick, clothing the naked?  The reality is that we all have times in our lives when 

a little extra support would go a long way.  Asking for help is tough and often we 

feel like someone else needs or deserves it more than us.  But the truth is that 

sometimes we need to allow others to serve us; to live just as Jesus called us to.  

That’s what being ‘a community of God’ is all about - loving each other 

and taking care of each other’s needs.   

To help us to help each other in this big parish (with lots of groups), the Parish 

Council has approved having a more coordinated ‘meals roster’ approach.  Taking a 

meal to someone in need isn’t a new thing for this community; it’s just the vehicle 

to make it happen that is changing.  We’ll be using an online meal roster system 

that easily allows parishioners to sign up to taking a meal when the need arises.  It 

allows us all to get involved, to connect with new people and to make life just that 

little bit easier for someone for a short time of need. 

We all have our own gifts to share and this is another small but helpful act of ser-

vice you could offer to your parish community.  It may only be one meal a year that 

you make for someone else, but that one meal might make all the difference to the 

family/individual in need.  Worried you’re not a fancy enough cook?  Meals do 

not need to be fancy, extra special or expensive.  Make something simple 

and delicious that you would enjoy eating yourself.  Not into cooking?  Meals 

can be homemade, but they can also be store-bought.  Not sure how to cook for 

people with food allergies?  There are lots of people in this parish who themselves 

or their family members live with allergies every day who are willing to share their 

advice.  Multiple families or a parish group could work together to provide a meal 

and learn from each other’s experiences.        

We encourage you to consider signing up to be on the meal-maker email list – this 

doesn’t commit you to anything except getting an email when a new meal roster is 

set up.  It’s up to you whether you can help at that time.    

Parish Meal Rosters     by Rebekah Siave 
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If you are in need, or know someone in need, (please confirm with them 

first) you can send a meal need requests to the parish office:  

  ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz or 232 5611. 

Please spread the word around our parish.  Look with your eyes and heart.  Don’t 

assume that someone else will act; it’s better that we hear multiple times that 

someone is in need than not hearing at all.   

If you are in need, let us serve you.   

If you want to know more or are keen to join the meal-makers email list contact 

Rebekah Siave:   danandrebekah@gmail.com  or  mobile  021 073 6829 

 

 

 

ILLNESS 
  Just out of hospital 

New Baby 

Just out of prison 

Settling in to a new community 

Back 
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Marriage Enrichment Retreat 1 (MER 1) was held by Couples for Christ (CFC) Wel-

lington Chapter on June 28-30, 2019 at St Francis Xavier School Hall.  

Seven new couple CFC members from Palmerston North, Masterton and Wellington 

(including a number from Tawa) participated in the retreat.  They rededicated their 

marriage  during the Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Fatima church in Tawa. 

MER 1 is the first course in a series of retreats for new couple members of the CFC.  

It is a wonderful occasion to remember and reaffirm the promises made before God 

on their wedding day and to strengthen faith and family.  

CFC is a global Catholic movement present in 163 countries and present in almost all 

regions around New Zealand. The local CFC Wellington Chapter has many Tawa 

members. 

A Chapter is composed of many smaller groups, (called ‘households’) each of which 

has 4 to 7 couples who meet weekly for mutual support and encouragement in their 

Christian life.  They meet under the direction of a Household Head in the homes of 

the group members, on rotation basis.  

 

 Couples for Christ     by   Resty Sales & Patricia Sison 
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A typical meeting would involve some time for prayers, a time for sharing or 

discussion, and finally some time for fellowship. 

Members of CFC follow a pastoral formation track which includes, amongst other 

things, the Christian Life Program (CLP) Seminar and the Marriage Enrichment 

Retreats. The CLP is an integrated course intended to lead the program participants 

into a renewed understanding of God's call to them as Christian couples. The CLP 

seminar is the gateway to CFC membership. CFC is planning to conduct a CLP Semi-

nar in this parish soon.  

Marriage Enrichment Retreat 1 is composed of 7 talks (e.g. Serving God through 

Christian Marriage, Roles of the Christian Husband and Wife, Effective 

Communication in Marriage) and renewal of vows. 

A Marriage Enrichment Retreat can also be offered to non-CFC members. 

We are fortunate that this year’s retreat and renewal of vows were held at St. 

Francis Xavier School Hall and Our Lady of Fatima Church in Tawa, respectively.   

If you would like to know more about CFC programs and ministries or want to join 

the local CFC group, you can contact us at info@couplesforchristwellington.nz 

Please visit our website at http://couplesforchristwellington.nz 

Participants, speakers and service team of the CFC Marriage Enrichment 

Retreat 1 in St Francis Xavier School Hall 
 

Resty Sales is the CFC Wellington Chapter - Pastoral Formation Officer and 

can also be contacted at:   resty_vs@yahoo.com 

Back 

mailto:info@couplesforchristwellington.nz
http://couplesforchristwellington.nz
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World Youth Day - Panama 2019 Part 1    by Teresa Rayner 

So ... I attended WYD ...  What does that mean for my life now? 

To be honest, from what I’ve heard about World Youth 

Day from others, my WYD experience wasn’t as huge or 

awe-inspiring or miraculous as I’d been anticipating it 

would be. Don’t get me wrong, it was an amazing once-

in-a-lifetime experience. But it wasn’t a huge ‘God 

moment’ where my life was changed, or I discovered 

my vocation, or I touched the Pope etc…(maybe I did have very high expectations!). 

And that’s OK! 

The last couple of years of my life have been amazing! From two years of mission 

work in Christchurch, where I saw God at work almost daily since I was so actively 

serving him, and surrounded by such a strong supportive Catholic community; to 

attending World Youth Day – which seemed impossible at first, having never 

actually had a paid job (‘missionary’ is unpaid). And then to ‘normal’ everyday life. 

Which is by no means any less exciting! 

This year so far has been a year of realising that God works in the everyday, in the 

small ordinary things in life - not just the huge moments. It has been hard at times!  

I feel like I could be doing more, I should be doing more to spread the Gospel! I 

know I am capable of it because that was my life for the last two years. Yet God 

works in the everyday too! 

And looking back, the things that 

really impacted me at WYD were not 

huge moments – but the little 

everyday things. So I want to share a 

few of those with you in this article. 

FROM STRANGERS TO FAMILY 

I journeyed to WYD with 20 other 

young Catholics from NZ. We had 

such a wide range of nationalities 

This year so far has been a year of realizing that God works in the every-

day, in the small ordinary things in life - not just the huge moments. 
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represented – Maori, Sri Lankan, Indian, Filipino, Tongan, NZ European and more …

we were a very mixed bunch, and ordinarily in our parishes, we would not really 

have mixed! New Zealand is a very multicultural country, but we don’t often go out 

of our way to understand the other cultures around us. So our differences could 

have separated us. But instead we were more focused on the one thing that united 

us – our faith and love of God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the opening ceremony of WYD 2019, Pope Francis said  

“We are different in so many ways! But none of it has stopped us from meeting one 

another and rejoicing to be together. The reason for this, we know, is that 

something unites us. Someone is a brother to us.” 

And although we began as strangers, at some point – I think during our 20+ hours of 

flights on the way to Panama - it was like things shifted, and we became more like 

family. That only strengthened as we journeyed through WYD together, and it was 

hard to go our separate ways at the end!   

Impact: On coming back to NZ, I have tried to be more open to those with different 

backgrounds from me, and to learn from them about our one church! One way I’ve 

done this is by helping set up a Young Adults group in our Tawa church, where we 

were actively trying to figure out ways to invite and include everyone – not just our 

own ethnic or friend groups as we became more established.   

 

Everyday:  We can all try and be a bit more open and accepting towards those 

around us, making an effort to understand our differences and also choosing to 

recognise what unites us rather than what seperates us! That way we can reach out 

and be Christ to others – Christ who accepted and loved everyone no matter their 

background.  

 

Participating in praise and worship at an English Catechesis session 
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BIENVENIDO!  

In the days before the scheduled 

WYD celebrations began, we were 

very privileged to participate in 

Days in the Diocese, and stay in a 

parish in Rio Abajo, a poorer area 

of Panama City, but rich in love! 

We were welcomed alongside 

pilgrims from Latvia, Ireland and 

Brazil, with food and dance, smiles 

and even an English speech (most 

Panamanians speak only Spanish), 

and we got to know each other 

through games, discussion, shared meals, and a ‘mercy day’ going out into the 

community and feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, interacting with the youth. 

Something I will always remember is the love and hospitality we were 

shown by every single person we met!  

From the random people on the streets who tooted their horns and yelled 

‘Bienvenido!’ (Welcome!), the ladies that were up very early every morning cooking 

us a traditional breakfast, the teens who made an effort to introduce themselves in 

English to each one of us, the lovely security guy who escorted us around town. Not 

just the Panamanians, but also every pilgrim we met, from all over the world! Twice 

I found myself with a group of Nicaraguans, who helped me find the rest of my NZ 

group using minimal English, and lots of love and patience!  

 

Impact: I learnt a lot from these 

people about how we can live the 

Gospel in our everyday lives. It’s 

like Mother Teresa says: “Not all 

of us can do great things. But we 

can all do small things with great 

love.” We don’t all have to do 

something big. But we can each 

joyfully use our God-given gifts to 

serve others. Just in a smile, a 

kind word, cooking a meal, going 

out of our way to greet others.  

After a mass with some of our host parishioners 

'Feeding the hungry' with some of the Irish 
pilgrims as part of our 'Mercy Day' 
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Everyday: I kept imagining what it would be like if every Catholic was as welcoming 

and loving as those we met in Panama.  Our homes, our parish, our work 

environments - the world! - would be a much nicer place to live in! We can make 

that little bit of difference! Simply by being ourselves and using the gifts 

God has given us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE NOT ALONE! 

This gathering might be a little bit bigger than everyday… But there’s nothing quite 

like being squashed in amongst thousands of other young Catholics from all over 

the world in 30+ degree heat for Mass, to help you realise the universality of the 

church! There were many moments at WYD when I realised just how great and how 

diverse our church is! One such moment was at ‘Fiat’ – an evening of prayer, 

worship, talks and Adoration that was put on by the American Bishops Conference. 

As we knelt in Adoration, I was so overwhelmed by the feeling that 

actually, I am not alone!   

Impact: Sometimes, as a young Catholic in NZ, you can feel quite alone (even 

amongst our own communities), but being at WYD reminded me that our faith, our 

church, is something far bigger than what we see in our little parish, in our city, in 

NZ! And if we think we’re struggling with an issue in our NZ church (e.g. getting 

youth involved in our parishes), somewhere else in the world other Catholics are 

too! For example, we learnt that in Latvia, there aren’t many youth involved in the 

church either! 

Gathering for the opening mass 
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Everyday: When you feel like giving up on the church, or you start to doubt what 

you’re taught to believe (we all have little moments of doubt!), try and remember 

that this faith, this church is so much bigger than you!  

Somewhere in our long history, someone has already struggled with what you are 

going through. Offer it up, and keep going! Because you are not alone!  

To be continued 

Part 2 of this World Youth Day reflection will be in the next edition of Stories of Hope 

 

During a discussion we had at Jesus 4 Real camp in April, a friend and I 

realised we were both really desiring an opportunity to gather together with 

people our own age, and just talk about our faith and hang out together - 

especially for young people on our side of town!  

So in May, we started a Young Adults group!  

We meet every Wednesday night at 7pm  

at Our Lady of Fatima Church.  

We begin with 15 minutes of adoration, and then have times of discussion, 

formation, praise and worship, prayer, games etc… 

We welcome anyone age 17-25 who wants to join us! 

The group are currently particiapting in a Life in the Spirit seminar so the 

meetings  at church start again from 21st August  

For more information, you can contact me at tessyrayner@gmail.com or 

look out for the next notice in the Parish Newsletter!    

 

 The Upper Room - Young Adults Group   by Teresa Rayner 

Back 
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 “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”   
          Matthew 18:20 

The Focolare Movement has a retreat, here in New Zealand, every year, with 

participants from nationwide. It is an event where we celebrate our life lived in the 

Gospel and experience the presence of Jesus amongst us. 

Every four years, the Mariapolis Retreat is for the whole Oceania Region, with 

families coming from New Zealand, Australia, New Caledonia, Fiji, Wallis and 

Futuna.   For the first time, this event will be held in New Zealand. 

When: 8 -12 January 2020 

Where: El Rancho, 58 Weggery Drive, Waikanae Beach  
To book: email  mariapolis.nz@gmail.com  or online bookings at:   

 http://forms.gle/4PpdyK18tTQspgJx9  (early-bird discounts till 15 November) 

Local group contacts:  Ian  022 544 3872    Anne 021 167 4653    

 

The program is tailored for the whole family. In the mornings, when the adults are 

meditating on spirituality and sharing in group meetings, the children have 

programmes that are tailored to their needs. In the afternoons and evenings, all are 

together engaged in varied recreational and creative activities, all in the spirit of 

putting the Gospel into action.  

MARIAPOLIS Retreat          by  Ian Hamilton 

Back 

http://forms.gle/4PpdyK18tTQspgJx9
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I am a product of a Catholic primary school in Stratford 

and a De La Salle Brothers education at Francis Doug-

las Memorial College in New Plymouth.    I am shaped 

by events such as growing up in a household that sur-

vived on a sickness benefit and, more recently, the loss 

of a son in an accident.  I have found solace and enor-

mous support in my faith as a practicing Catholic.  

My faith has been tested on many occasions, but it is what I turn to when 

times get tough and I am faced with having to make decisions that impact 

on others, as I have had to do so many times in my career. The deep values I 

learned from my grandparents, parents and schooling are ingrained and 

have stood the test of time.  

As I say in my address below, we are all shaped by life experiences, but each 

of us need a stake in the ground, such as our faith, to give us stability.   

It is from this position that I made the following address to the Rotary Club 

of Wellington South Pride of Workmanship Awards in November 2018 

I attended a powhiri at Pipitea Marae a few months ago to welcome the new Maori 

Trustee, Dr. Charlotte Severne, to her new role. Sitting through the quite long 

speeches in Te Reo I became more and more nervous as time went on as I knew I 

had another meeting to rush to and I couldn’t quite remember where I put my 

shoes outside the Marae. I kept thinking “well I might have to borrow some one 

else’s shoes.” Fortunately, I found my shoes and raced to my meeting, a little late, 

but in my own shoes.    

 That started me thinking about shoes and reminded me of a wonderful 

proverb from the Cherokee Indians “Don’t judge a man until you have 

walked in his shoes”. 

Do you remember the film To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee? It came out in the 

1960s and stared Gregory Peck, who was the lawyer representing a black man 

wrongly accused of killing a white woman. Gregory played Atticus Finch and in a 

moving scene he was explaining to his young daughter, Scout, that you never really 

understand a person until you consider things from their point of view and until you 

stand in their shoes and walk around in them.  His belief was that if the jury could 

simply stand in the accused’s shoes for one day, they would not convict him, be-

 Lessons from Life         by  Pat Waite 



21 

          July 2019 

cause they would have seen a family man of good character and values, much like 

themselves.  

What stories, can your shoes tell?  What are the lessons that you have learned in 

life and how can you help others because of what you have experienced? 

Let me tell you a story to demonstrate what I mean. My shoes, which I have owned 

now for some 10 years, are comfortable and they have taken me to some amazing 

places and experiences. They took me to Rome a few years ago to attend a confer-

ence in the Vatican City on Social Responsibility within the Business Community. 

There were 70 attendees representing 22 countries present. I guess I was invited as 

I was then the NZ President of the Institute of Chartered Accountants and also the 

CE of Public Trust. I was the only NZ representative there. We stayed inside the 

Vatican, next to St Peter’s, but that is another story that Melva and I can tell at an-

other time.  

At a particular point of the Conference, we were asked to vote on a resolution com-

mitting ourselves to not allow corruption in our businesses.  Everyone of course 

supported this, except a man from Slovenia who spoke up and said:  

“of course I deplore corruption, but I want to ask all of you, from your privi-

leged lifestyles, this question: As an owner of a business employing over 

2,000 people in a country with no social welfare and huge unemployment, if 

I say ‘no’ to paying officials a commission, or what you would call a bribe, I 

know that I will not receive contracts from the State. I know my business 

would stop and 2,000 staff would have to be laid off and their families will 

likely starve. Now you tell me which is the lesser evil – pay the bribes and 

keep 2,000 families alive or hold to principles and refuse to pay?”  

We were all speechless – you see, that perspective had never occurred to us! So 

what would you do if you were standing in that man’s shoes?  

It is always a disappointment to observe decisions being made that have such a 

profound impact on people that clearly have not taken into account all the facts.  

My shoes have taken me to Singapore to represent New Zealand at an international 

conference of some 80 accounting bodies where USA was held to account for the 

Enron crash that started the Global Financial Crisis some 14 years ago. It was their 

accounting standards that allowed false reporting by Enron.   

That man keeps reminding me that there is no such thing as only  

 black or white and that it is always wise to consider all options 

 before making decisions that impact peoples live.  
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I learned from that experience that simply following rules, such as Enron did with 

the USA accounting standards, doesn’t mean that what they did was right. In fact it 

was so wrong that it destroyed two significant institution (Enron and their auditors, 

Andersons), thousands of staff lost their jobs and the world started to go into a 

financial free-fall.  

In other words, I have learned not to take things at first appearance  

 but to look deeper.  

My shoes have taken me to organizations going through trauma where my job is to 

assist them get back on their feet. I have worked with a trust company, conserva-

tion trust, NZ Surf Life-Saving, NZ Land Search and Rescue, energy, social services 

and also health NGO’s such as Stroke and Diabetes and my latest role is as Interim 

CEO of Presbyterian Support Central.  Each of these roles has taught me so much 

about the world and the wonderful people that live in it. 

So what has this got to do with you? We all come with an incredible wealth of sto-

ries to tell, lessons we have learned and empathy we have given. You have walked 

paths and experienced unique events that have shaped you and made you the per-

son who you are now.  The lesson that Atticus Finch was giving to his daughter is as 

relevant now as it was then. We do need to remind ourselves to walk in others 

shoes before we judge them. 

So if I were to ask you to write down the lessons in life you have learned what 

would they be? 

These are some of mine: 

• I have learned that being a positive role-model is contagious!  

 Who and what has influenced you? 

• I have learned that our most powerful resources are people!  

 Back people. Give them a go. Take a risk and respect their opinions 

• I have learned that saying YES opens up possibilities that I could never 

imagine.   Say YES!!! Take a Risk! 

• I have learned that People are the key. They are waiting for someone 

who cares what they think and who is interested in their views 

•  I have learned that there are so many opportunities to serve but often 

we miss them by being too cautious! 

That is what inspires me!! To have the opportunity to see people break free of self-

doubt, poor leadership and to see them fly.  
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That is what real leaders do!! That is what inspires me - what inspires you? When 

you can answer that question, you can inspire others! 

So: Be the inspiration! The world is waiting to be inspired. Your world, your family, 

your work and your friends! 

Remember that People are the key. They are waiting for someone who cares what 

they think and who is interested in their views.  

Great leaders ride on the shoulders of giants! Giants are not always recognizable. 

Often they are not the person with the title nor do they hold a high-profile position. 

Look out for them, seek them out – they can be found all around you – your family, 

your friends and your colleagues! Learn from them! They are your future! 

Practice saying YES and I guarantee the world of opportunities will open up for 

you!! 

Albert Einstein coined the phrase “What counts can’t be counted”.  

I have a favourite quotation that I have framed in my office and I give a copy to any 

one I mentor. This is what it says: 

‘Come to the edge’ he said, 

They said ‘we are afraid’, 

‘Come to the edge’ he said, 

They came, 

He pushed them and they flew 
 

That is what inspires me!! To have the opportunity to see people break free of self-

doubt, poor leadership and to see them fly.  

And, by the way, your shoes, like you, are unique: they are shaped by use to fit you 

perfectly and they will help you walk the paths ahead with dignity and empathy.  

So: Be the inspiration! The world is waiting to be inspired. 

Your world, your family, your work and your friends! 

Māori proverb  

He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata  

Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure  

Back 
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‘Religious’ in my Family    by   Fr John van der Kaa AA 

Over the past few months I have been spending a bit of time on tidying up 

my family tree. You can’t change the past, but you can clean up information 

gathered over the years.  

I began my research in 1988 after my 

parents died. There was a big box full of 

old photographs. Some I could identify, 

others were a complete mystery. I turned 

to the archives hoping to find some 

answers. It took me just two weeks, 

while in the Netherlands, to find the 

place where we came from. After finding 

some answers the research really 

started.  

I would like to share some discoveries in 

the area of religion. From as early as I 

could find out, all my family named ‘van 

der Kaa’ were Catholics. The family name 

was first used in 1640 in Raamsdonk. 

When the Parish Priest fled Raamsdonk 

people had to travel to the next village 

for marriages and baptisms. On one occasion, two couples got married and 

they were witnesses for one another. I imagine the two couples going there 

together in a horse driven carriage. This ‘Catholic’ label made it easy in my 

explorations, as I could eliminate all the others. Those men and women with 

the same name all came from the Province of South-Holland, they were 

from ‘above the rivers’.  

Many ‘van der Kaa’s are in the data collected by the Mormon Church in Salt 

Lake City, but not the  Catholics ones because the priests simply refused the 

Mormons permission to copy the records. Maybe the priests were afraid of 

the retro-active baptisms administered by the Mormons!  

Over the course of some 400 years you would hope to find a good number 

My dad in the white outfit,  

aunt Gertrude and uncle Joseph,  

both dressed up as religious 
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of nuns, brothers and priests among those Catholics. (Well, not really.) From 

about 1600 to 1850 most were small country farmers. They had large 

families and not all of the adults got married. Maybe some did go to the 

convent, the Brother House or the Seminary. Their life stories would be kept 

in the Diocesan archives, but at present the archives are closed.  

The first lady who became 

a nun was Jaqueline Lips, 

born in 1811. She worked 

in a Catholic hospital. Her 

mother was Catharina van 

der Kaa. An uncle of my 

father, Andreas, became a 

Franciscan Brother and 

took the name Seraphinus. 

He spent his life looking 

after the handicapped. His 

older sister, Maria, joined 

the Ursuline Sisters and 

became Sr Veronique. I 

think she was involved in 

Education. The next was an 

aunt of my father, sister of his mother: Aunt Godoarda. She was more than 

70 years professed and spent most of her life in a 

boarding school caring for blind girls.  

On my mother’s side of the family we did even 

better. Two sisters of my grandmother became 

nuns and were involved in education, Sr Aurelia 

and Sr Juliana. The photographs may have been 

taken at their first or final profession. My mother 

also had a cousin who became Brother 

Chrysostomus. The most interesting characters in 

the family history are my grandfather on mother’s 

side and his brother; call them John and August. 

Their father died aged 34 and the two boys were 

Uncle Seraphinus with boarder 

Sr Juliana Brouwers 
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7 and 6 years old. After primary school, the 

widow sent them to a nearby boarding school, 

run by the Brothers CMM. Three years later they 

were promoted to the Junior Seminary. My 

granddad wasn’t always behaving well. Once he 

was punished and sent to a cellar. There he found 

lots of empty wine bottles and proceeded to 

collect the last few drops from each bottle to 

have a glassfull. Granddad John had to learn 

French, Latin and Greek. The boys left the 

Seminary at age 18 after completing their studies. 

Granddad married in 1903. During his earlier 

years he was full of admiration for Brother 

Andreas. “He was a saint” my granddad used to say. I managed to become 

an altar boy at the convent of the Sisters who looked after foster children. 

My grandfather taught me how to pronounce those difficult Latin words. He 

often told me that he had cousins who became priests for the diocese. It’s 

only now that I have found proof in the lists of students who were resident 

at the Senior Seminary.  

While I was an altar boy at the Sisters, an Assumptionist Father came there 

on his bicycle to say Mass. He used to boast about the Apostolic School, St 

Theresia, in Boxtel.  I arrived there in May 1952. That’s where my story 

begins. Apart from my parents’ obvious admiration for nuns, brothers and 

priests, there was never any pressure on me to become a priest. Even my 

granddad who lived with our family till he was 97, kept telling me: if you 

want to give up, do not hesitate to do so. It happened to my own cousin and 

namesake, who wanted to become a Brother CMM. After his novitiate he 

left and he became a Phys Ed teacher. After I went to Boxtel, my brother, 

Rudi, took my job as an altar boy, but did not go any further. He became a 

school teacher and principal having been taught by Br Chrysostomus (see 

above).  

P.S. I also came across another ’van der Kaa’ Parish Priest, but I cannot 

confirm if he is ‘family’ because I do not have his parents’ names and the 

diocesan archives are closed (due to lack of priests).  

Sr Aurelia Brouwers 

Back 
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Living my faith with the elderly, sick and dying 

               by  An  Elder-care Nurse 

If you were to ask me what is it like, as a practising Catholic, to work in a 

rest home/hospital, I would tell you that it is a very demanding job:  

 physically, emotionally and spiritually.  

Some residents where I work know I am a Christian and if they ask me to 

pray for them I will gladly do it -- it is an honour and a privilege to do so.  

For those who don't have a faith and appear to be dealing with something 

personal and perhaps traumatic or even when they voice their concerns to 

me, I will go away and pray for them quietly. 

I also have the honour of blessing rooms once someone has departed ... and 

if I have the opportunity to do so I will also go and pray for those who are 

dying. 

The sick and the elderly are among some of our most vulnerable people and 

they deserve dignity and respect. 

For me,  my faith is very much part of who I am and what I do.  

Being a compassionate caregiver can be draining … but it is also uplifting to 

be helping others and to be working alongside many generous people.  

Back 
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Mary Potter Hospice - It’s history and my involvement   by Helen Hansen 

This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the 

establishment of the first Hospice in NZ.  

In 1979 the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary 

established the Mary Potter Hospice.  

Ever since, the Mary Potter Hospice has been 

providing palliative care services free of charge to 

the people of Wellington, Porirua and Kapiti. 

There is much more to the story: 

The Hospice is named after Mary Potter, an English woman born in 1847. Mary 

grew up with her four older brothers in a single-parent home, after her father 

abandoned the family when Mary was a year old. Having been born with a 

congenital heart defect, she was very frail all her life, and a near-death 

experience as a young woman startled her into an awareness of the needs of 

those dying daily in our world. 

As an adult, Mary set about her life’s work of serving God. She established the 

Congregation of the Little Company of Mary, in 1877. The lives of the sisters 

are centred on prayer and caring for those who are sick, dying and in need. 

Mary Potter modelled the Congregation on the spirit of Calvary, calling her 

Sisters to be part of the ‘little company’ of faithful companions who remained 

with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, standing in spirit with her on Calvary, as she 

watched over her dying Son. 

The Little Company of Mary established Calvary Hospital in Florence Street, 

Newtown in 1929.  They advocated in the early 1970s to set up beds to nurse 

the dying.  Sister Margaret Lancaster, a rebellious spirit with determination, led 

a movement that would result in the commitment to make hospice services 

forever available to all patients, regardless of their financial position. 

In 1988 the Little Company of Mary sold Calvary Hospital and gifted the Mary 

Potter Hospice to the people of Wellington as an independent non-sectarian 

charitable trust, the Mary Potter Foundation. The Sister’s believed that the 

The Sisters were invited to Sydney in 1885 and spread throughout 

the Southern Hemisphere.   
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Hospice should sit supported within the community. They instilled the values of 

respect, compassion, dignity, hospitality and stewardship, which remain 

essential to their work. 

As hospice care services are free of charge, it relies upon donations, bequests 

and funds raised through the Mary Potter Hospice shops. Volunteers are 

essential to the life and vibrancy of all hospice services, and connect the 

Hospice back to community. 

Earlier this year, the latest Community Hospice was opened: Te Whare Rānui in 

Porirua. 

 

Graeme and I currently volunteer at the Hospice Shops.  When I retired 

from the work force, I knew that I needed to do some voluntary work in the 

community as part of my faith and service by helping others. At the time, 

the Hospice Shop in Tawa was looking for volunteers and it fitted with how I 

envisaged doing voluntary work.  At that time, I knew nothing about the 

background of the Mary Potter Hospice.   It was not till later that I learnt 

about the history and discovered that the ethos of their values fitted well 

with my values in life.  I find the work interesting and rewarding. 

If you are interested in working as a volunteer for the Mary Potter Hospice 

contact your local shop or go to:  marypotter.org.nz/support-us/volunteers   

There are a variety of volunteer positions available: besides helping in the 

shops, there are roles in 

administation, driving patients, 

serving meals, providing 

companionship and many more. 

 

 

Acknowledgement: History of Mary 

Potter and the Hospice in 

Wellington is taken from the 

Hospice web site. 

Helen Hansen (left) on duty in the Tawa shop 

Back 
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It’s been another interesting and exciting term at 

St Pius X School.  Our year 5 and 6 children had a 

wonderful time at El Rancho Camp at the end of term 1. We are 

very grateful to our parishioners and sponsors who helped get 

our students there through their generous donations.   

Religious Occasions We continue to have both staff, class and school-wide prayer 

throughout the term.  Term 2 Mass was held on Thursday 9 May.  The 

Sacramental Programme in school commenced this term with eight of our 

children making their First Reconciliation on Saturday 29 June together with an 

additional 20 children from our wider parish area.  Thank you to Lily Smith and 

Marie Prescott for all your help and to Father Rico and Father John who 

celebrated the sacrament with our children.   

Catholic Schools Day was celebrated on Tuesday 28 May where the local Catholic 

primary schools joined together with a range of fun activities and a liturgy.  At St 

Pius X School we hosted the senior students from St Theresa’s Plimmerton, St 

Francis Xavier and Holy Family schools while St Theresa’s hosted the middle 

school children, and St Francis hosted the juniors.  This was a great day where 

schools shared ideas, played together, ate together and prayed together.  

Events and Activities   On Friday 3 May our children dressed up in gold to 

promote St John’s Heart of Gold to raise money for the 

St John’s Ambulance.  There were many amazing and 

interesting costumes!  Thank 

you whānau/families for 

supporting this event. 

Many of our children brought 

their pets to school for the 

Pet Parade on Friday 10 May.  

The children (with help from 

their parents) paraded their 

pets outside first then we 

presented prizes in the hall 

for the smallest, biggest, scruffiest and most unusual 

pets.  This was a lot of fun and we are very grateful 

for our parents who supported this event.   

St Pius X School -    by  Christine MacDonald   (Principal) 

‘WHANAU-ATUA-KURA-AROHA Together we Shine’ 
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Once again, we have been fortunate enough to have three children participate in a 

local Titahi Bay activity that supports both water and self-confidence.  This 

programme is called Te Ara Moana – local kids in local waters.  The children 

participate in many water based activities and meet other children from other 

schools.  They love going!  Thanks to Jenni Bedford who runs this wonderful 

programme.   

We dressed up in pink to support bullying free week in week 3.  The following 

week we recognised our support staff through a special morning tea.  In week 4 we 

held our book fair which concluded 

with the book character parade.  

What a lot of interested enchanted 

characters we had! 

This term we started two new 

initiatives to further develop our 

whānau/families’ involvement in our 

school.  The first one was an open 

morning where families could come 

into school and observe and take 

part in their children’s classroom 

programmes.  The second initiative 

was more informal where once a month we provide afternoon tea on Friday before 

school finishes and parents can meet and chat together.  We plan to continue 

these initiatives - keep an eye on our newsletter. 

Patrick from Project Energize has been working with our teachers again this term 

to focus our children’s physical education more on fitness and healthy eating.  We 

also had the Small Sticks hockey skills programme running once a week throughout 

term two.  Outdoor winter netball also commenced with a strong team of players 

who are well supported by their parents/whānau.  We also participated in the 

Interschool Netball competition in June and the team played well winning some 

games but not all. Thanks again to our wonderful coaches, managers and umpires. 

Visits:  The whole school visited Te Papa to see the Matariki Glow Show and the 

new nature exhibition, Te Taiao. The children learned a lot about Matariki, the 

Māori New Year and also about nature. Thank you to our parents who came along 

to help.    

Visiting our school this term were the Kahurangi Dance group who performed a 

range of items about Māori myths and legends.  They were spectacular! We also 

had a visit from Vas, a magician, who taught our children about healthy eating 

through fun magic tricks. 
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School Production 

The term finished with our school production Celebrations!.  Each class performed 

an item about other countries’ celebrations. This ranged from Diwali, in our Kiwi 

class (New Entrants), to the Chinese 

New Year in Tui class (years 2 and 3) to 

White Sunday and the Sasa in Kereru 

class (years 3 and 4), and Matariki in 

Weka class (years 5 and 6).  What a 

great show it was!  The hall was 

packed!   Teachers and helpers put a lot 

of time and effort into this show and so 

too did the children – so thank you all 

for such a wonderful performance.    

News from the Board:  In June 

we welcomed our new board 

who consisted of the majority 

of our previous board plus two 

new board members.  They are 

Joel de Boer, chairperson, 

Rebecca Fayen, Luke 

Broadbent, Natasha Donnelly, 

Sami Whitehouse (all parent 

representatives), plus Father 

Rico de la Torre, Dorothy Jansen 

and Beryl O’Neill, Proprietor’s Representatives and myself.  

Farewell and Welcome:  At the conclusion of our school production, we said 

farewell to Miss Ana Kawenga, our Tui classroom teacher, Acting Deputy Principal 

and Special Needs Co-ordinator.  Ana has been teaching at St Pius X School for over 

5 years.  She is going to be completing her Masters degree after a well-deserved 

holiday in Australia.  On behalf of our school community, I would like to thank Ana 

for her service to St Pius X School and wish her well for her future.   

In term three, we will be welcoming Ms Philippa Matla, who has been appointed as 

our Deputy Principal, SENCO and Tui classroom teacher.  She brings with her 

experience in leadership, management and teaching.  Philippa starts at St Pius X 

School in week 5 so in the meantime, we welcome Mrs Kate Wafer, who will be 

relieving in that class.   

This was another productive term at St Pius X School – we now look forward to 

term three! 

Back 
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Extraordinary Missionary Month 

in October 

At the 2017 Archdiocesan Synod 

the need for a ‘spirituality of 

service’ to address some of the 

issues raised  at the Synod was 

expressed very strongly.  

What would such a spirituality look like? A short course has been 

developed by Elizabeth Julian RSM to help people understand that 

their call to holiness, their mission, as explained by Pope Francis in 

Gaudete et Exsultate, is answered in their ordinary, everyday lives 

and activities as parents, spouses, grandparents, care-givers, 

employers/ees, coaches, team members, environmentalists, 

professionals, walkers/joggers, volunteers, parishioners, retirees, etc. 

 ‘God comes disguised as our life!’  

Six sessions, available for groups and individuals throughout the 

Archdiocese will be launched in October to help understand our call 

to be missionary disciples.  

You can read more on pages 2 & 18 in the July edition of WelCom.  

For a taster of the course, go to: http://bit.ly/31TiDuT 

If you would like to be one of the leaders in your community or to 

participate in any way please contact: one of our priests, the parish 

office, or Chris Walkerdine (the Parish Engagement Co-ordinator)   

 04 496 1706   or email   c.walkerdine@wn.catholic.org.nz 

 as there is soon to be training for group facilitors. 

Back 
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Term 2 News 

I received a very warm welcome from every-

one at the start of Term 2. It has been a privi-

lege to sit in for Joan while she is on sabbatical and I have en-

joyed getting to know the school community. 

A highlight during this term was the Year 5 and 6 camp at El 

Rancho, Waikanae.  The children enjoyed many successes and 

challenges during camp week.  Go-

karting and The Chapel Escape were 

firm favourites.  While the seniors were 

at camp, the rest of the school took part 

in EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) 

This included pitching tents and a trip to 

Willowbank Reserve.  The week finished 

with a trip to the Island Bay Marine Re-

serve and to the Home of Compassion.  

Swimming was also held during this term for our senior students.  The children en-

joyed their lessons, learning different skills plus how to be safe in the water. 

School Cross Country took place in wonderful weather conditions.   Some of our 

Year 4-6 students represented our school in the Tawa Zone Cross Country and a few 

took part in the Inter-Zone Cross Country.   

We recently celebrated a school/parish Mass during which three children from the 

school community were baptised. 

St Francis Xavier School -  by  Sue Goodin  

            (Acting Principal) 

St Francis Xavier School 

Strength and Gentlenes  

Tu Maia, Tu Aroha 
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Class liturgies are held regularly and parents are always welcome to join us for 

these and for other special liturgies such as the recently held liturgy for Pentecost/

Ascension. 

We celebrated Catholic Schools’ Day with our neighbouring schools.  Some of our 

students visited St Pius X in Titahi Bay and St Theresa’s in Plimmerton and our jun-

iors hosted students from St Theresa’s, St Pius X and Holy Family schools. 

Lots of exciting learning experiences have happened during the term, with our sen-

iors visiting Pataka Museum to see the photo exhibition See What I Can See. 

Book Week was another wonderful learning opportunity with plenty of book relat-

ed activities, including visits from authors.  Lots of the activities were centred 

around Matariki.  The week ended with children and staff dressing up in their fa-

vourite book character.  Parents were invited along to see the ‘book characters’ 

and join us for a pizza lunch.  There were some amazing costumes both from the 

students and staff. 

Our Pasifika Club meets regularly once a 

week where everyone is welcome to join 

in.   They meet in the lunch break and 

some of our Pasifika parents help with the 

activities for this.  Recently, for Matariki, 

they made some beautiful stars. 

Ukulele sessions are held Fridays in the 

lunch break and private guitar lessons con-

tinue to be offered during school hours.  

Our annual Parents and Friends family disco was a huge success with children 

dancing the night away!  The children really did ‘Shine Like Stars’.  This was a very 

successful fundraiser thanks to the efforts of our Parents and Friends group.   

Another successful fundraiser was our annual pie run with pies being provided 

from a popular Wellington bakery.  Thank you to those from the parish community 

who also supported this pie fundraiser.  It was pleasing to note that 45 pies were 

donated to St Vincent de Paul Society through this fundraiser.  Parents and Friends 

are working hard to fundraise for a new school playground for our school.   

Board of Trustee elections were recently held and the new Board met for the first 

time mid-June.  At this meeting Regan Stallard was nominated, and accepted, the 

position of Chair. 

It has been a very busy term and we look forward to Term 3 being just as busy! 
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The Ihejirikas - Our sojourn and Tawa experience 
When Kingsley was offered a place 

to study for a PhD in Information 

Systems at Victoria University, 

Wellington, we received the news 

with mixed feelings, knowing that 

New Zealand was so far away 

from our country, Nigeria.  

However, with the assurance we 

got through prayers and advice, 

we decided to make the journey.  

We have always believed that our 

journey to New Zealand is divinely 

orchestrated. This is evident in the 

help that lined up at every junc-

ture of our move right from the 

visa application process, flight and 

the settling in a totally new coun-

try. All these were with the help 

we strongly believe that God pre-

ordained to make the process less 

burdensome.   

 

We arrived to free accommoda-

tion offered us by Jayne Sutherland in Karori, prior to our relocation to Tawa. 

Our first Mass at Our Lady of Fatima had a great impact because we felt welcomed 

and overwhelmed by how the parish community lovingly identified with us and 

offered necessary support we needed to settle in. Of note is the amazing support 

from wonderful people such as Sisters Margaret and Francine,  Marie Nicol, Jane 

Langham, Dominique Hawinkels, Chris Montague, Rayner family, Marie An-

drewartha, Clare McClean and a host of others. These people made us feel at home 

away from home and have since continued to be of support to our family. This 

amazing show of love has left an eternal impression in our hearts and has strength-

ened our resolve to be active parishioners in our Lady of Hope.  

God blessed us with a baby girl, Chimdimma who was born on January 13 and bap-

tized on Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019. 

Kingsley, Amarachukwu, AmaraKristi, Chisimrie, Chimdimma 

Baptism of Chimdimma - Easter Sunday 2019 

Amara holding Chimdimma, Kingsley holding 

Chisim,  Amykristi in front 

Back 



37 

          July 2019 

 

Name of child    Parents     Date  

Presley Lao Church   Tephin Lao & Ramon Dwayne Church 23-03-19  

Charlie Mary Gabrielle Collins  Jessica & Blake Collins  27-03-19 

Jack Donald Arthur Collins   Jessica & Blake Collins  27-03-19 

Gianni Kyan Ranapia Martin   Kylie McDermott-Ranapia & Patrick Martin  27-03-19 

Karl Christopher Howard   Tafili & Karl Howard   29-03-19 

Liam Jacob Silva    Shalindri & Nuwan Silva  31-03-19 

Elyze Lagman Britanico   Mary & Eric Britanico  07-04-19 

Erika Lagman Britanico   Mary & Eric Britanico  07-04-19 

David Tade Fouhy    Amie & Richard Fouhy  07-04-19 

Julia Annie King    Nicola & Christopher King  13-04-19 

Roman Cabrera Shehmar  Jennifer Cabrera & Davinder Shehmar 14-04-19 

Chimdimma Sophia Ihejirika  Amarachu & Kingsley Ihejirika 21-04-19 

Kieran Thomas Patete Verstraten  Sophie & Joshua Verstraten  02-06-19 

Malakai Jorel Laureles   Jorelle & Marc Laureles  08-06-19 

Senri Dhingsa    Satoko & Mario Dhingsa  23-06-19 

Phelix Gazzard-Steele   Davinia & Joseph Gazzard-Steele 23-06-19 

Xavier Gazzard-Steele   Davinia & Joseph Gazzard-Steele 23-06-19 

Coda Beckett Holswich   Sarah & Christian Holswich  29-06-19 

 

 

Keneshia Pepe to Peter Christopher Tonihi Te Iwimate 1-06-19   Our Lady of Fatima  

Lady Dianne Tope Binaluyo to Willy Dela Cruz Vidallo    8-06-19  Our Lady of Fatima  

Lily Natasha Smith to Lancelot Aiafi Sekai            22-06-19  St Pius X Church 

 

 

John Andrew Patrick Hoare    19-04-19 

Brian James     09-07-19 

Deaths 

Marriages 

Baptisms 

Parish Notices  - Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 

Back 



38 

    Stories of Hope 

New Parishioners  

If you are new to the parish, Welcome! 

Please introduce yourself to the celebrant, another parishioner,  

or call the parish office  9am-12noon  weekdays .  04 232 5611 

 

 

Fr Rico de la Torre - parish priest, Marie Prescott -  chair; Telesia Alaimoana, Lagi 

Anamani; Jane Bolton; Raymond Fernando; Dorothy Jansen (St Pius X School 

rep); John Lafaele; Ray Lindsay; Rupi Mapusua; Litea Meli and Regan Stallard. 

 

 

 

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women, Third Sat. 1:30 pm, at Connolly Hall,  

 Next to Cathedral, Wellington. 

Joshua Catholic Fellowship for Men,  Third Thurs. 7:30 pm, at Connolly Hall 

Monthly luncheons in Tawa church foyer,  First Tuesday of each month. 

Time together, weekly games, Tawa church meeting room, Thursdays 1:30 pm,   

Marian Mothers - 2nd Monday am each month - see weekly newsletter 

Women of Faith  - 2nd Tuesday each month  - see weekly newsletter 

The Upper Room (Young Adults) - Every Wednesday 7pm   OLF church/presbytery 

Youth Group, College Years 9 to 13, Fridays, 8:00 - 9:30pm  

    Leo Connor Hall, during school term;  

 

Other events:  check website calendar:  www.ourladyofhope.org.nz  

Regular events 

 

We hope you enjoyed reading this issue of Stories of Hope  . 

When you've finished reading it, why not pass it on to a friend? 

We need your input.  Keep those contributions coming!! 

Current Parish Pastoral Council Members 
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This edition of Stories of Hope is sponsored by 

Ninness Funeral Home 
17 Kenepuru Drive, Porirua  ph.: 04 237 4174  fax: 04 237 4172 

email: info@ninness.co.nz  

Interview with Ninness Funeral Director, Wade Hall 

Where did you grow up and what is your background? 

I’m the youngest son of Danny and Karen Hall. Our family lived in Tawa since the 

late 1960s. Originally, when I was born, we were parishioners of Our Lady of Fatima. 

My brothers and sister went to St Francis Xavier School. Our family left Tawa (for 

Pauatahanui) in 1986.  

What involvement have you had with the church over the years? 

My family has always had an association with the Marist Fathers and Brothers. I 

myself went to St Patrick’s College, Silverstream, where I currently serve on the 

Board. I’m also a former Vice President and Secretary of the St Patrick’s College Old 

Boys Association. I attend church usually at St Mary of the Angels, but in our line of 

work we usually attend where we can! In September I am getting married in the 

church of Santa Maria della Misericordia, which is an hour out of Rome.  

How did you enter funeral service and what do you enjoy about the job? 

When I left Silverstream, I spent some time thinking about what I should do with my 

life. After some study at Victoria University, I managed to get a full-time position at 

a Wellington funeral director in 2003. I’ve since worked for several years as a funer-

al director and embalmer, including stints in Western Australia and England.  

For me, the job is like a vocation. One of the key aspects of the job which I enjoy is 

being able to learn about different faiths and cultures. In a week I could be doing a 

Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Mormon or Civil funeral. Each day is different.  

Tell us about your interests and hobbies? 

I enjoy classical music, travelling, films, politics, reading and spending time with our 

7 month old British Short Hair cat,  John Ross. 

 

 

 

For further helpful information, visit the Ninness Funeral Home website:  

http://ninness.co.nz   
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