Parish Priest:
Fr Rico de la Torre
Ph: 021 205 6476
Assistant Priest: Fr Marlon Tebelin
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee
Ph: 232 5611
Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson: Marie Prescott
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson: Graeme Hansen
Marist Sisters:
Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney
St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal
St Pius X School:
Christine MacDonald, Principal
Bishop Viard College:
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169 Main Road, Tawa
Ph: 232 7679
Ph: 232 4360
Ph: 232 5151
Ph: 232 8927
Ph: 236 7006
Ph: 237 5248

ROSTER FOR SATURDAY 26 DECEMBER AND SUNDAY 27 DECEMBER 2020

St Pius X Church,
Titahi Bay

Our Lady of Fatima Church,
Tawa

Saturday 5.30pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 10.30am

Music
Reader
Prayer Leader
Offertory
Collector
Altar Servers
Eucharistic
Ministers
Greeters
Counters
Cup of Tea

PLEASE SEE
SEPARATE
HOLIDAY
ROSTER
Altar Care:

Flowers:

Cleaning:

DAILY READINGS
Mon
21/12

Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18;
Psalm 33; Luke 1:39-45

Tues
22/12

1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel
p166; Luke 1:46-56

Wed
23/12

Malachi 3:1-4,23-24; Psalm 25;
Luke 1:57-66

Thurs
24/12

2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-11,16;
Psalm 89; Luke 1:67-79

Fri
25/12

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98;
Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18

Sat 26/12 Acts 6:8-10,7:54-60; Psalm 31;
Matthew 10:17-22

Feast of the Holy Family, Year B: Eccl 3:2-6,12-14; Psalm 128; Col 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR B - 20 DECEMBER 2020

‘I AM THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD’
As we look forward to Christmas, quickly approaching, today’s readings speak
of God’s plans: for the House of David … for Mary … and for us.
In the First Reading, David resolves to build a house for God, but God,
who has journeyed with his people through all their ups and downs, has
different plans. Speaking through the prophet Nathan, God promises to build
a house for the people of Israel, establishing David as head of the dynasty and
providing security to his people for generations to come. Jesus himself will
eventually spring from this House of David, which will continue to the end of
time.
We hear Jesus’s name spoken at the beginning of the Gospel, where
Luke describes how the angel comes to Mary with good news. Gabriel tells of
God’s plan: through Mary, a virgin, the son of God will be born; a successor to
the House of David, whose reign will never end. Mary shows her faith and trust
in God by responding with an unconditional yes.
The Psalmist begins by expressing his joy in
God’s everlasting love and support, then speaks of
God’s faithful and enduring love. He echoes the
promise God makes to David (First Reading).
St Paul gives praise to God, whose plan,
hidden for so long, has now been revealed in
Jesus.
Through Jesus’s birth, death and
resurrection, we are offered salvation. Paul urges
us to share this news with as many as possible.
(Second Reading)
Perhaps I can pray this week, especially in
these unusual times, to be always aware of God’s
faithful presence and love. I ask for the graces of
humility, trust, and openness to God that we see
Mary herself express.

EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW
AS DAVID HAD once ruled the people with temporal
authority, so Christ would now lead them to the eternal
kingdom by his spiritual grace. Of this kingdom the Apostle said: “He
has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son.” (Col 1:13)
“He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever” (Lk 1:33). The house
of Jacob here refers to the universal Church which, through its faith in
and witness to Christ, shares the heritage of the patriarchs. This may
apply either to those who are physical descendants of the patriarchal
families, or to those who come from gentile nations and are reborn in
Christ by the waters of baptism.
In this house Christ shall reign for ever, and “of his kingdom there
will be no end.” During this present life, Christ rules in the Church. By
faith and love he dwells in the hearts of his elect, and guides them by his
unceasing care toward their heavenly reward.
In the life to come, when their period of exile on earth is ended, he
will exercise his kingship by leading the faithful to their heavenly country.
There, for ever inspired by the vision of his presence, their one delight
will be to praise and glorify him. – Venerable Bede, Homily 3 on Advent

SPECIAL COLLECTION - 19/20 December
On 2 November, the Philippines were hit by Super Typhoon
Goni which caused major damage and flooding. This was in
the region where Fr Rico and Fr Marlon are from.
Our Parish will take up a Special Collection at the Vigil
Mass on 19 December and Sunday Masses on 20 December. This
collection will be forwarded to Caritas Aotearoa NZ who are working closely
with Caritas Philippines (NASSA) to provide humanitarian and development
work in the affected areas.
Donations can also be made direct to Caritas NZ by phone using a credit card
or via their website: www.caritas.org.nz and click on donate now and
emergency fund. Then type in “Philippines Fund” under the comments
section. Caritas will provide tax receipts for these donations.
PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS/WEEKLY COLLECTION
13 December 2020 - $2,356.70
This amount does not include Bank Automatic payments or direct debit payments.

MASSES: Margaret Connolly, RIP (21).
ANNIVERSARIES: Kath & George Hagan (22); Margaret Kelly (23).
ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Ruby Stinson (21); Ella Watson, Suluo’o AlosioLogotuli, Susan Newland (22); Avis Fitzpatrick, Jean Ellis, Eileen Houston (23);
Owen Harris, Clive Barry, Norman Hodge, Geoffrey Ellis, Mura Pignet (24); Phyllis
Cameron, William Wyatt, Patrick Bolton (25); Jean Holyoake, Vernon Beveridge (27).
R.I.P

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen

21-27 DECEMBER - MASS & SERVICE TIMES

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
CHURCH TAWA
Monday

9am Mass

Tuesday

9am Mass, 7pm Simbang Gabi

Wednesday

9am Mass, 7pm Simbang Gabi
9.30am - 6pm Adoration

Thursday

ST PIUS X CHURCH,
TITAHI BAY

9am Mass, 7pm Family Mass,
11.30 Carols then Midnight Mass

10am Mass

10.30am Christmas Day Mass

9am Christmas Day Mass

Saturday

9am Mass

5.30pm Vigil Mass

Sunday

8.30am/10.30am Mass

Friday

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass

Reconciliation is available:
Before 8.30am Mass and 10.30am Mass Sunday morning
in the Crying Room, at Our Lady of Fatima Church,
or at any time by approaching a Priest or by appointment
ph (04) 232 5611 or text 021 205 6476.

The 13-26 December issue of NZ Catholic is out now.
Some headlines are: New pastoral plan for Auckland diocese.
New vaccines prompt serious questions. Hospital chaplain
called a local hero. Marist ordained to priesthood. The next
issue of NZ Catholic will be published on 27 December.
On sale in the foyer TODAY $4.

Daily Readings: 28 Dec - 3 Jan
Monday: Matthew 2:13-18; Tuesday: Luke 2:22-35; Wednesday: Luke 2:36-40; Thursday:
John 1:1-18; Friday: Luke 2:16-21; Saturday: John 1:19-28
Epiphany of the Lord, Year B: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6: Psalm 72; Matthew 2:1-12

Daily Readings: 4-10 Jan
Monday: Matt 4:12-17,23-25; Tuesday: Mark 6:34-44; Wednesday: Mark 6:45-52; Thursday:
Luke 4:14-22; Friday: Luke 5:12-16; Saturday: John 3:22-30
Baptism of the Lord, Year A: Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11

Daily Readings: 11-17 Jan
Monday: Mark 1:14-20; Tuesday: Mark 1:21-28; Wednesday: Mark1:29-39; Thursday: Mark
1:40-45; Friday: Mark 2:1-12; Saturday: Mark 2:13-17
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr B: 1 Sam 3:3-10,19; Ps 40; 1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20; John 1:235-42

Daily Readings: 18-24 Jan
Monday: Mark 2:18-22; Tuesday: Mark 2:23-28; Wednesday: Mark 3:1-6; Thursday: Mark 3:7
-12; Friday: Mark 3:13-19; Saturday: Mark 3:20-21
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr B: Jonah 3:1-5,10; Psalm 25; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

Daily Readings: 25-31 Jan
Monday: Mark 16:15-18; Tuesday: Luke 10:1-9; Wednesday: Mark 4:1-20; Thursday: Mark
4:21-25; Friday: Mark 4:26-34; Sat: Mark 4:35-41
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B: Deut 18:15-20; Ps 95; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mark 1:21-28

As we have now returned to Alert Level 1, all Masses
have resumed. The following protocols must be adhered
to for all Masses:
1) Although you are now not required to sign in or scan the
QR code, it is wise to continue these tracing services.
2) Please ensure you sanitise your hands on entering.
3) Holy Water has been removed from the fonts.
4) NO physical contact at the Sign of Peace but an acknowledgment of some
nature.
5) Holy Communion will be under one kind only, therefore no Precious
Blood is to be distributed in the meantime.
6) Communion on the hand only. If you wish to receive Communion on the
tongue, please come up last in the queue for Holy Communion.
7) Please note that there is dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass should you feel you have any health related concerns. If you are
feeling unwell, please refrain from getting to church.
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding.
We all need to do our bit so we can avoid the virus spreading.

MASS TIMETABLE CHRISTMAS DAY
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa
Thursday, 24 December - 7pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass
Thursday, 24 December - 11.30pm Carols, followed by Midnight Mass
Friday, 25 December - 10.30am Christmas Day Mass

St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay
Friday, 25 December - 9am Christmas Day Mass

MASS TIMETABLE
NEW YEAR’S EVE AND DAY
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa
Thursday, 31 December - 9am Morning Mass
12am Midnight New Year’s Mass
Please note: there is NO 9am Mass at Tawa on New Year’s Day

St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay
Friday, 1 January - 9am New Year’s Day Mass
During January, all Masses will be held at the normal times.

UPDATE FROM OUR PARISH SEMINARIAN
- Joseph Mijares
Covid-19 has been an unforeseen obstacle
for many, yet it did not stop me from
enjoying my first year in the Seminary.
From producing online digital media for
Shine TV, being an essential worker making
food parcels for Vinnies, to distance
learning theology/philosophy on Zoom.
I really look forward to another year in
Auckland and kindly ask for your prayers
for my discernment and more vocations to the priesthood.

In order to keep the footpath clear outside Our Lady of
Fatima Church, especially during our Christmas Masses
in Tawa, we would like one or two volunteers to monitor
the area for the Family Mass at 7pm on Christmas Eve
and the 10.30am Mass on Christmas Day.
If you are able to help, please ring Marie Prescott, 232 7679 or the Parish
Office, 232 5611 or email: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz. We want to ensure no
one parks illegally on the footpaths or yellow lines near our church. Thanks
CHRISTMAS TREATS FOR SVDP FOOD PARCELS
A huge thank you to those who have already
donated - there has been an amazing response.
We would still like to continue during this month of
December to include a few treats like fancy biscuits
and crackers, pickles and chutneys, tinned fruit,
packets of jelly, Christmas puddings, meringues, chocolate and sweets for the
children in our St Vincent de Paul food parcels.
So, over the next few Sundays, please could you help us in spreading some
Christmas joy by placing in our basket in the church foyer any of the above
food items as well as any bottles of shampoo, hand cream, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, fancy wrapped soaps etc.
Many thanks Marie

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
At Our Lady of Fatima church will cease for 2020 at 6pm on 23
December and recommence on 20 January 2021.
PARISH OFFICE
The office will close on Wednesday 23 December. From 11 January it will
be open on Mondays from 9.30am-12 noon. Normal hours will resume on
Tuesday 2 February 2021. If you require anything over the holidays please
either email the office - ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz or leave a message on the
answer phone (04) 232 5611 as these will be checked regularly.
Wishing you all a Happy and Holy Christmas and safe holidays. Jane
NEW ROSTERS for OUR LADY OF FATIMA & ST PIUS X
CHURCHES
covering Greeters, Readers, Musicians, Collectors, Offertory,
Eucharistic Ministers, Counters, Flowers from 6 February to 30 May are
soon being prepared. If you know you’re going to be unavailable during this
time, please let Jane in the office know by 11 January - email
ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz or phone 232 5611 and leave a message. Thanks

Kia ora, Talofa lava, Warm greetings to all our parishioners who have
worked tirelessly throughout this very difficult year in their
ministering to the needs of the various groups in our parish, with
energy, commitment and a welcoming spirit. Thank you to all.
‘He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.’
‘O le a le mea e pito i taua i le lalolagi atoa? O tagata, o tagata, o
tagata.’
‘What is the most important thing in the world? It is people, it is
people, it is people.’
Thank you, Rupi Mapusua, Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator

OUR LADY’S HOME OF COMPASSION
2 Rhine Street, Island Bay
The Suzanne Aubert Heritage Centre, Chapel of Our Lady of
Compassion and Resting Place of Suzanne Aubert will be
open every day, from 10am-3pm between 22 December and
5 January, except for 25/26 December and 1/2 January.
The Cloister Café will be closed from 20 December - 5
January.
Taize and Quiet Days resume in March, and all other regular
events resume after Waitangi Weekend.
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH WAIPAWA 150th JUBILEE
On Anzac weekend 2021, St Patrick’s Church, Waipawa will
host celebrations to commemorate 150 years since the first
church was dedicated.
Friday evening 23 April will be the first chance for many to
reunite, with a ‘meet and greet’, and a “book launch”, planned at the
Waipawa Municipal Theatre.
Saturday’s itinerary includes morning tea and a cemetery tour, and dinner. A
special Mass will be celebrated at St Patrick’s at 4.30pm by Cardinal John
and co-celebrated by Father Paul Kerridge, and other visiting priests.
The organisers of this milestone event are gathering history, information and
stories for an anniversary book, and wish to contact as many interested
families and individuals as possible.
To enquire about this historic event, please contact Sue Cullen, ph: (06) 857
8681, email: dalreoch.wi@xtra.co.nz or Jo McGowan, ph: 021 171 3189,
email: jomacg2@gmail.com

CAROL SINGING - KENEPURU HOSPITAL
You are invited to join us Carol Singing around the
Wards this Christmas Eve, 24 December at 6pm.
Please gather in the foyer, at the front entrance to
Kenepuru from 5.30pm. We will spend about an hour
singing Kirihimete Waiata around our wards. Please join us for a light
supper afterwards. Kia ora. Nga mihi Chaplain Marie, Kenepuru Hospital
CAROL SINGING - WELLINGTON REGIONAL
HOSPITAL
You are invited to join us Carol Singing around the Wards on
Christmas Eve, 24 December at 7pm.
Please gather in the Atrium at 6.45pm. We will divide into two groups
and spend about an hour singing in the various wards concluding with
a light supper. Thanks, Wellington Regional Hospital Chaplains
CRIBS ON KAPITI
Our Lady of Kapiti Parish are hosting “Cribs on
Kapiti” from 16-23 December 7.30pm-10pm at
Our Lady of Kapiti Church, 1 Presentation Way,
Paraparaumu (off Kapiti Road). Take an evening
drive out to their church to view different crib scenes.
Entry by gold coin donation or non-perishable food item please.
CARDINAL’S CARE APPEAL
Funds received this year will be directed to the
Archdiocesan Marriage, Family and Young
Church Ministry.
Appeal envelopes, which are now available in the church foyers, contain an
information brochure with details on ways to donate.
These envelopes can be placed in the usual collection basket at all weekend
Masses and they will be forwarded to the Archdiocese.
Thanks for your generosity in giving to this worthwhile appeal.
POMPALLIER COMMEMORATION AT TOTARA
POINT, NORTH HOKIANGA - Sunday 10 January, 11am
You are invited to the 183rd anniversary of the First Mass
celebrated at Totara Point on 13 January 1838. Please see
poster in Church foyer.

SIMBANG GABI
This is a series of 9 Evening Masses in anticipation of
Christmas and to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary.
All parishioners are welcome and encouraged to attend
the Novena Masses which will be held at Our Lady of
Fatima Church, Tawa and celebrated in English.
DATE

TIME

SPONSORS

CHOIR

Saturday 19th

7pm

Rawson

Tawa Filipino Choir

Sunday 20th

7pm

Monday 21st

7pm

Pinoy SelectioNZ
BM Express
Jims Cleaning

Samoan Choir - Tawa

Tuesday 22nd

7pm

Ilonggo Group

Tawa Filipino Choir

Wednesday 23rd

7pm

Tawa Filipino Choir

Tawa Filipino Choir

Transmission Gully boys Samoan Choir - Titahi Bay

COLLECTION AND OFFERING AT SIMBANG GABI MASSES
At these Masses, the offering taken up will be given to the local St Vincent
de Paul Society to help their charitable works. Please give generously. Last
year we received approximately $2,000.00.

MASS ONLINE - including Christmas Eve/Day
Shine TV broadcasts a Mass on Sunday at 2pm Freeview channel 25 and Sky Channel 201.
Our Lady of Kapiti Parish Paraparaumu has a Youtube
link for 9.30am Sunday Mass. Please use the following
link: https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times
On Christmas Eve, Our Lady of Kapiti will livestream
from 8pm Carols followed by Mass at 8.30.
On Christmas Day, Shine TV will broadcast at 2pm Christmas Day Mass
from St Patrick’s Cathedral Auckland .
2021 COLUMBAN CALENDARS AND ST VINCENT DE
PAUL CHRISTMAS CARDS
These are available from the Parish Office - Calendars $12
and Christmas Cards $3 for a pack of 5. (Cash only)
Please call in now before stock runs out. Thanks

WHAT IS THE ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
INTO ABUSE IN CARE?
The Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care is an
independent inquiry that was established in 2018 by the New Zealand
Government pursuant to the Inquiries Act 2013 to look into and
report upon institutions’ responses to instances and allegations of
historical abuse in state care and in the care of faith-based
institutions. It is looking into what happened to children, young
people and vulnerable adults in care. The inquiry is survivor-focussed
and Commissioner-led and the Commissioner’s vision is to transform
care.
The Commission investigates the adequacy of redress and what needs
to be done to support people who have been abused or neglected in
Faith-based institutions. The term redress refers to the end of a
complaints process where things are set right again between the
survivor of abuse and the faith-based institution concerned.
The first phase of redress hearings began 30 November and ended 13
December. It focussed on evidence from the survivors of abuse as
they shared their experience of abuse and redress processes in the
Catholic, Anglican and Salvation Army churches.
The second phase of redress hearings, 22 March 2021 to 1 April
2022, will focus on evidence on redress processes, from witnesses
called on behalf of the Catholic Church in NZ, the Anglican Church,
NZ and Polynesia and the Salvation Army Church, NZ
“And Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the good
news proclaimed to them.” Luke 7:22 “Lord, we thank You for the
countless ways in which You have changed our lives, healing us of my
spiritual illnesses, opening our eyes and ears to Your truth, and
raising our souls from death to life. Use us, dear Lord, as witnesses to
Your transforming power. Help us to give testimony to You and Your
perfect love so that others will come to know You through the way You
have touched our lives. Jesus, we trust in You.” (Catholic Daily
Reflections)

If ‘it takes a village to raise a child’, it takes a parish to save one.
My personal take on this, is that to save someone requires courage,
the moral courage to step out of one’s comfort zone and fight for them.
It is much like taking the kingdom of God by force.
“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of
heaven suffers violence, and the violent are taking it by force.”
Matthew 11:12
“Saint Josemaria Escrivá states that the “violent” are Christians who
have “fortitude” and “boldness” when the environment they find
themselves in is hostile to the faith (See Christ is Passing By, 82).
Saint Clement of Alexandria says that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs
“to those who fight against themselves” (Quis dives salvetur, 21). In
other words, the “violent” who are taking the Kingdom of Heaven are
those who vigorously fight against the enemies of their soul so as to
obtain he Kingdom of Heaven.” As we prepare for the birth of Jesus,
let us also prepare for the war he brings to transform and take back his
kingdom.
We pray to you, Jesus
for those who have been implementing
child and vulnerable adult safeguarding procedures,
for those working for genuine and thorough church reform,
and for those working to change the culture of the church
into a culture of responsibility, accountability, transparency, compassion and
healing.
We pray to you, Jesus
that we encounter your inspiration and direction,
and be inclusive of the insights of survivors and their families and friends
and those who journey with them,
in our reading of the Scriptures,
in our spirituality
and in our development of theology.
We pray to you, Jesus
for ourselves, for courage and compassion,
that we will love you as you love us. Amen

