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Notice to contributors 

We always like to hear about your group or parish organization.  We generally pre-

fer content relating to specific events and persons - as a guideline, 500 words will 

fill one page of this magazine.  Short news articles, anecdotes, reflections, poems, 

family events and page fillers are also welcome.   

E-copy is preferred but hard copy can be submitted.  Photos enhance all content - 

high resolution please.   

Send copy to the editor or leave for collection at the parish office. 

 Jane Langham    

 232  7206      magazine@ourladyofhope.org.nz 

Deadline for next edition: 9 July 2021.  The date will also be advertised in the 

weekly newsletter nearer the time and may vary from the one shown. 

Disclaimer 

Any views or opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the author, 

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committee or the adminis-

trators of Our Lady of Hope parish.  The editor exercises sole discretion as to the 

acceptance of items for publication, insofar as they reflect Catholic life in the parish 

and do not tend to give offence.  All items submitted may be subject to editorial 

amendment, revision or rejection and all items published are without prejudice.   

 

 —————————————————————————————————————————————————————-   

Stories of Hope -  Mission Statement  

Our mission   -  To promote a sense of community in the Catholic parish of  

Our Lady of Hope, Tawa & Titahi Bay, by publishing the full variety of Catho-

lic life in our parish. 

Principal source of written contributions is the people in our parish.  

Our objective:  Every edition to every Catholic home in the parish.  

Copyright: 

All items published in Stories of Hope are copyright and may not be other-

wise published for general distribution without the prior approval of the 

editor.  Items may be copied for the use of private individuals or small 

groups, providing that the source is acknowledged. 

With Thanks to: 

Our sponsor, to all volunteers who help distribute copies, and to all others 

whose contributions and efforts have made this issue possible.  
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Welcome to our first edition for 2021! 

Warning: Please be aware that some of the features in this 

edition are of a confronting nature, concerning sexual abuse 

within the church and the wider community. Parents may not 

wish younger children to read this material, but for older chil-

dren/adults, it may provide an opening for important discussions. See pages 10 - 15    

This is a sad and disturbing aspect of life in all parts of our world, families and com-

munities - and has always been so.  One good thing about life today in many coun-

tries is that this is now acknowledged and efforts are being made to help and heal 

victims of the past and to do our best to prevent future occurrences. 

There are also much happier features in this edition.  There have been celebrations 

already this year - acknowledging and thanking parish volunteers (page 20) and 

marking the 150th anniversary of the feast of Our Lady of Hope (page 6).  In fact 

there are a number of 150th anniversaries currently - there is also the Year of St 

Joseph (begun on 8th December 2020) marking 150 years since the declaration on 

that date in 1870 of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. 

The always-happy gatherings of the Tuesday Luncheon have restarted (page 8) and 

all the other parish groups and activities are in full swing again.  Other parishioners 

are celebrated as they marked significant anniversaries (page 34). As always, there 

are lots more things to read, including school events, Finance Committee report, 

and an acknowledgment of our generous sponsors, Ninness Funeral Home. (page 

39), along with all the regular parish activities listed on page 38. 

The most important coming 

event is Holy Week and the 

Easter Season.  Full details of 

times and venues are on the 

next page.   What a joy it will 

be to celebrate Easter together 

after the deprivations of last 

year! 

A blessed Easter to you all! 

From the Editor           by   Jane Langham 

Back 
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HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE 

During all of Lent, there will be reconciliation on Wednesdays from 7-8pm in the 

crying room at OurLady of Fatima church, in addition to the usual times  

 before each Vigil/Sunday mass. 

Holy Thursday, 1 April 

NO MORNING MASS IN TAWA OR TITAHI BAY 

7.30pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper - St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay 

 followed by Adoration until 11pm 

Good Friday, 2 April 

9:30 am  Combined Churches Liturgy: Procession through Tawa, with 

hymns, readings and reflections at churches along the Main Road, be-

ginning at the Baptist Church, ending at St Christopher’s Anglican 

Church with drinks and hot cross buns. (finishes about 11 am)  This is a 

child-friendly event. 

11.30am - Stations of the Cross, Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa 

3pm - Liturgy of Our Lord’s Passion, Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa 

3pm  - Stations of the Cross, St Pius X, Titahi Bay 

 

Easter Saturday, 3 April 

8pm - Easter Vigil with Mass,  

 Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa 

Easter Sunday, 4 April  

8.30am - Family Mass,  

 Our Lady of Fatima Church Tawa 

10.30am - Mass, Our Lady of Fatima Church 

      Tawa 

9:30am - Mass, St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay  
 

Picture:  Anton Rayner Back 
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Our Lady of Pont-

main, also known as 

our Lady of Hope, is 

the title given to the 

Virgin Mary on her 

apparition at Pontmain, France on 17 Janu-

ary 1871. At that time, France was at war 

with Prussia. It seemed victory was within 

the Prussians’ grasp having marched into 

Laval in France’s Normandy area. Thirty 

miles further lay the hamlet of Pontmain. 

The people despaired amidst the war and 

ravaging epidemics (typhoid and smallpox), wondering if their fervent prayers were 

even heard. It was at that darkest time that Our Lady appeared to four children 

above a barn in Pontmain. They were Eugene Barbadette (12), and his brother Jo-

seph (10), Francoise Richer (11) and Jeanne Marie LeBosse (9). Eugene was busy in 

his father’s barn, helping prepare the animal feed. He stood briefly in the open 

doorway, admiring the beautiful evening. Suddenly the gaze of the 12-year-old was 

held there, for opposite the barn and in a framework of stars, stood a beautiful lady 

– motionless – smiling at him.  

“Do you see anything?” he shouted to the others, “Look, over there!”  

“Yes,” cried his brother Joseph, “a beautiful lady dressed in a blue robe”. 

The apparition was heralded by an earthquake in the noon of that day (17 January 

1871) and as darkness descended on the village, the Virgin Mary appeared to these 

children. They later described a beautiful lady in a dark blue dress covered with 

stars, wearing a black veil with a golden crown on her head.  

The news spread quickly, people gathered, with them the curé, (priest) M. Guerin. 

The Magnificat was intoned, and Eugene shouted, “Look what she is doing!”  

Slowly a great white streamer unfolded, and in large letters, they read: “Pray, my 

children, God will answer your prayers very soon. He will not allow you to be 

touched.” The apparition lasted for three hours. 

Within 11 days, Prussia mysteriously withdrew its troops, and the war was over. 

Within a year, Bishop Wicart of Laval Diocese authorised devotion at the site.    

Today, the Basilica of Our Lady of Hope welcomes over 200,000 pilgrims each year 

who come to ask for her intercession. 

Our Parish Patron - Our Lady of Hope     
    by   Kingsley Ihejirika 
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Two churches, one parish. Our Lady of Fatima in Tawa and St Pius X in Titahi Bay 

have been united since the beginning of 2015 as Our Lady of Hope parish, when 

parishioners voted for this title from amongst several that parishioners had sug-

gested. 

In the final edition of Tawa Catholic News, in December 2015, Bernie Griffin wrote 

an interesting feature describing the origins of this feast and how we came to se-

lect this patronage for our new parish – though I doubt many at the meeting 

knew, at that time, the story behind the title. A summary of this history is on the 

previous page. 

17 January 2021 was the 150th anniversary of establishing this feast 

under the title of Our Lady of Hope, so this was an event worth cel-

ebrating in our parish.  The 10:30 Mass and time afterwards were the focus 

of our celebration.  It was well attended by people of different nationalities and 

ethnic groups: people born in New Zealand and many who arrived more recently 

from parts of Europe, Philippines, Pacific Islands, Africa, India, and many more 

regions. The Filipino community in the parish was very active on that day, having 

prepared the dishes served as refreshments. They also made Mass lively with 

beautiful hymns sung from the choir loft.  

After Mass, during the fellowship over refreshments, one parishioner expressed 

delight in knowing that our parish was named after an important event in history. 

They said 2020 was a challenging year, and the feast brings a message of healing 

and hope, given challenges and restrictions occasioned by COVID-19.  

Another parishioner affirmed that personally, the feast day is a source of 

hope and crucial for the needy and suffering people in the world today. 

They said it keeps hope alive.  

You could hear the laughter, see the joy and brightness on peoples’ faces as they 

ate and discussed the meaning of the feast day.  

Given the turbulent times we find ourselves in, this feast is a constant reminder 

and assurance to hold onto hope which does not disappoint (Romans 5:5). In his 

homily, Father Rico (parish priest) described the feast day as of great significance 

to our parish and a constant reminder that we have someone who can take us to 

Jesus, our source of hope. He noted that knowing that we have a mediatrix and 

mother is a unique source of hope and that we are not alone in this struggle. He 

also added that the celebration is important as it makes us not forget.  

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Feast Day   
 of Our Lady of Hope         by   Kingsley Ihejirika    

Back 
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Monthly Lunch Group      by  Patrick Horan (and lunch attendees) 

"The ladies work really hard to make it a happy occasion, serving beautiful 
food on attractively set and decorated tables. The guests are served courte-
ously and with great cheerfulness. ... it is a wonderful chance to catch up 
with old friends and to make new friends."   

So said one of the attendees 
at the first Tawa Tuesday 
Luncheon for 2021.  This was a 
HIGH TEA held on 2 February 
at Our Lady of Fatima church.  
(Photo left)  

I like to arrive for the lunch 
just on noon so that it is a 
different table that I sit at 
each time. I like it that way as 

it helps me to meet more people of the parish. For me personally the refreshments 
are a very important part of any meeting. I have been going to the parish Tuesday 
Luncheon since I retired 15 years ago and in all that time, I have never been disap-
pointed with the refreshments.   A view endorsed by another attendee: “I enjoy the 
company of parishioners and others, the entertainment in various forms, and the 
yummy food, especially desserts and sweets, provided by a talented, hard-working, 
group of women.”    The menu generally follows the seasons i.e. soups in the colder 
weather, with salads or other light food as the weather warms; all served with tea/
coffee. I just do not know how the parish volunteers manage to produce such a 

Ed Budding conducts a ‘bell orchestra’ of lunch attendees 
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quantity of good food for the small donation we attendees make.  “This is a great 
opportunity to meet and mix in a very friendly atmosphere - singles or couples.  You 
do not need to know someone as everyone is friendly and will make you welcome.” 

As well as the good food, there is always some form of ‘entertainment’. Generally, 
this is someone/a group from within the parish (Tawa & Titahi Bay). I have been 
surprised how many good singers, musicians and dancers we have in our wider par-
ish or local communities who are prepared to display their talents. Even our parish 
priests and religious have entertained us with their musical skills. 

Some may wonder if or how a parish lunch contributes to the faith life of a parish. 
Over a lunch, older people do talk; I have heard conversations about children and 
grandchildren who are struggling with their faith and how the parents or grandpar-
ents have dealt with such issues; I have been asked to pray for family members who 
are sick, and so on. Our faith life permeates everything we do, but more so when 
we share food and drink with other parishioners. 

So, if you are over 60, keep an eye on the parish newsletter and express an interest 
in attending. The luncheon is usually held on the first Tuesday of each month.  You 
won’t be disappointed!   For catering purposes, please phone Kate on 232 9754 or 
Trish on 022 5283 071 no later than Sunday evening before the lunch. There is a 
small charge of $5 to cover costs.  I look forward to seeing you there! 

Volunteers to help with food preparation (usually done in your own home) or 
serving, or offers of entertainment for one Tuesday are always welcome.   

Please contact Kate or Trish, as above.  

New people are always welcome to join us in meeting other  

 parishioners in a friendly atmosphere.   

Entertainment from a Samoan Group led by Vitolina Thomas 

Back 
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Their pain lives on forever.    Buried deep inside, it fes-

ters and contorts the lives of those who carry this dark, 

shameful secret; this guilt that isn’t theirs to carry at all.         

It torments them and, in so many cases, destroys their ability to make sound, long -

lasting relationships. 

The anguish eats away. It manifests itself in addictions to alcohol and drugs, 

severe depression and other mental health issues, workaholism, promiscuity, sui-

cide, becoming a victim again and again to those who would manipulate and use 

them. They often mete out to others the fate that befell them. 

Research published by the NZ Department of Corrections* indicates that 53% of 

female prisoners and 15% of male prisoners reported being sexually abused. Of 

these, 57% experienced their first sexual assault when under the age of ten, and a 

further 34% under the age of twenty.       

 Over a quarter of prisoners who had been sexually assaulted 

experienced it as part of a sustained period of abuse. 

It’s also dispiriting to hear of people who have had to wait until late in life before 

they’ve finally felt able to open up about the sexual abuse of their childhood. For 

60, 70, or 80 years this secret, this shame, has haunted them, has blighted their 

emotional well-being, their sense of their own worth, their marriages.  

The reasons for never telling anyone and for never allowing the events of their 

childhood to be connected to the life issues they face as an adult rarely differ. The 

exposure of what happened, the shame they would face, the harshness - even vile-

ness - of the response they knew they would get, would be too much to bear. And 

always there’s this niggling feeling that they must have been in the wrong in some 

way – not a logical thought to someone who has never been in this position, but a 

very real one nonetheless 

And why? Because, almost without fail, the sexual abuser was known 

to their family and community as a trusted person, someone to be 

respected, someone in good-standing.  To the victim, this person is some-

one to be feared, a person who has a hold over them, who maybe has made open 

These wounds never go away …  

  these wounds never disappear  
The evil of sexual abuse in all areas of our society 

        by Ian Munro 
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or implied threats that a young person believes will be carried out; threats that 

would hurt them or their family members. “It’ll be our secret.” So, who would be-

lieve them? 

And if this ‘trustworthy person’ couldn’t be trusted, was any other 

adult trustworthy? Was there anybody they could confide in? For a youngster, 

the answer is a very obvious: “No”. Not even their parents, who hold this person, 

perhaps a close family member, perhaps a teacher, perhaps a sports coach, perhaps 

a priest, in high regard. Telling is a non-starter. And once you’ve not spoken up at 

the time, it becomes harder and harder to do so. 

At some point they may have tried to tell an adult, but been brushed off, or even 

punished, for saying “such terrible things”. 

“It is the first thing you think about when you wake up and the last thought on your 

mind before you go to sleep. If you are a child, you aren’t equipped to deal with a 

situation that completely robs you of your innocence. There are no words to describe 

or even begin to explain what has happened to you.” 

And in the words of Pope Francis:   

“The brutality of this worldwide phenomenon becomes all the 

more grave and scandalous in the Church, for it is utterly in-

compatible with her moral authority and ethical credibility”.  
“Consecrated persons, chosen by God to guide souls to salvation, let themselves be 

dominated by their human frailty or sickness and thus become tools of Satan.   In 

abuse, we see the hand of the evil that does not spare even the innocence of chil-

dren. No explanations suffice for these abuses involving children. We need to recog-

nize with humility and courage that we stand face to face with the mystery of evil, 

which strikes most violently against the most vulnerable, for they are an image of 

Jesus.  

For this reason, the Church has now become increasingly aware of the need not only 

to curb the gravest cases of abuse by disciplinary measures and civil and canonical 

processes, but also to decisively confront the phenomenon, both inside and outside 

the Church. She feels called to combat this evil that strikes at the very heart of her 

mission, which is to preach the Gospel to the little ones and to protect them from 

ravenous wolves.” 
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“Brothers and Sisters: in people's justified anger, the Church sees the reflection of 

the wrath of God, betrayed and insulted by these deceitful consecrated persons. The 

echo of the silent cry of the little ones who, instead of finding in them fathers and 

spiritual guides encountered tormentors, will shake hearts dulled by hypocrisy and 

by power. It is our duty to pay close heed to this silent, choked cry.” ** 

And again: “These wounds never go away…these wounds never disappear. The 

heart-wrenching pain of these victims, which cries out to heaven, was long ig-

nored, kept quiet or silenced.” *** 

None of these are easy words to hear, but, in all conscience, justice and healing for 

the victims and families affected by sexual abuse demands that we do so.  

The victims of sexual abuse, the ‘they’ that I’ve been writing about, are not some 

nebulous people out there somewhere. They are our neighbour, our fellow parish-

ioner, maybe a family member. As their faith community, we must hear their cry 

and we must listen, remembering, in the words of St Paul, “If one member suffers, 

all suffer together with it.” 1 Corinthians 12:26 

*https://www.corrections.govt.nz/resources/newsletters_and_brochures/
journal/volume_5_issue_1_july_2017/
new_zealand_prisoners_prior_exposure_to_trauma 

** http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/february/
documents/papa-francesco_20190224_incontro-protezioneminori-
chiusura.html#_ftn2 

*** http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2018/documents/
papa-francesco_20180820_lettera-popolo-didio.html  
 

[Ian was a school counsellor for many years and worked then 
and since with the victims of sexual abuse.] 

If you have been a victim of abuse, at any time, you may wish to contact: 

Help Foundation Wellington: Ph: (04) 801 6655 support@wellingtonhelp.org.nz 

www.wellingtonhelp.org.nz/  For immediate support call 24/7 Support Line  

 (04) 801 6655 & push 0 at the menu to speak with a crisis worker. 

Wellington Rape Crisis Support: Ph: (04) 801 8973  

      support@wellingtonrapecrisis.org.nz 

Mosaic (Male Survivors of Sexual Abuse Trust Wellington): 

Ph: 022 419 3416  enquiries@mosaic-wgtn.org.nz    www.mosaic-wgtn.org.nz 

SNAP (Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests): ph.  022 3440496  

    http://www.snapnetwork.org/aotearoa_new_zealand 

Back 
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Our Lady of Hope Parish, Tawa and Titahi Bay 

reached a significant milestone when, on 21st 

February, it publicly acknowledged the reality 

of sexual abuse by clergy and stood in solidar-

ity with other churches that have tied colour-

ful ribbons on their Loud Fence Trellis. The 

Tawa ceremony was on the front lawns of 

Our Lady of Fatima Church. 

Fr Rico de la Torre was surrounded by about 

40 people standing in “peaceful silence” (as 

described by a parishioner), as he blessed the 

ribbons with holy water and recited a prayer 

by Christopher Longhurst, (a survivor of sexual abuse by clergy):  

“These ribbons and our loud fence … remind us of our Baptism and our new 

life in God. May their colours and brightness be a sign of new hope for the 

survivors and our church community’s promise of support.”  

Father Rico tied the first ribbon, followed by a solemn procession of people writing 

their messages of support on the ribbons and tying them to the fence. We were 

reminded that by tying the ribbons we were no longer silent as we remember the 

victims who have passed on and promise to support those victims who are still 

struggling to survive.    This was the first of two ceremonies, the second 

was 27th February at St Pius X Church Titahi 

Bay, attended by 60 - 70 parishioners. 

Fr Marlon officiated at this ceremony, using the 

same prayer.  He then tied the first ribbon. 

 Brigid, a member of the parish safeguarding 

team, introduced the idea of a loud fence in the 

parish to raise awareness and acknowledge 

support for survivors of abuse in our parish and 

in the wider church community.  “One of the 

key goals is to make the church a safer place for 

all”, she said.   

These events were the culmination and fruition 

of two workshops on this topic that had been 

held in the parish  over the previous weeks.  

Loud Fence - no more silence    by   Rupi Mapusua  

Back 
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This workshop was presented by Chris-

topher Longhurst, leader of SNAP in 

Aotearoa New Zealand, (Survivors’ Net-

work of those Abused by Priests). 

Chris generously shared his experience 

and how it impacted his life. He also 

shared the history of the Loud Fence, 

which started in 2015 at St Alipus Boys’ 

School in Ballarat, Victoria Australia, 

where there had been many cases of 

abuse. Since then, the Loud Fences movement has grown. It came to New Zealand 

in 2019 and there are fences in Dunedin, Wellington, Auckland, Napier and now 

Tawa and Titahi Bay.  

The Fence, with ribbons tied to it was a LOUD VISUAL response from the many who 

had survived clergy abuse and acknowledging those who did not survive. 

Chris suggested ways to ‘TALK’ to loved ones about 

sexual violence/abuse - this is for when someone has 

disclosed  to you that it has happened to them. 

Thank them for telling you 

Ask how you can help 

Listen without judgement 

Keep Supporting. 

Chris also talked about the history of SNAP and how 

it came to New Zealand. He showed us relevant clips 

from the SPOTLIGHT movie which deals with this 

subject. The workshop ended with a reflection on Theology of Lament. 

This workshop was presented by Tofa Fagaloa, the Senior Community Engagement 

Advisor for The Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care.  Her focus was on 

finding ways to break barriers in discussing the subject of abuse, particularly in Pasi-

fika communities.  

Workshop 2: “No more Silence!”      by Rupi Mapusua 

Workshop 1: Raising Awareness and Giving Support 

         by Brigid Sharp 

Back 
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Tofa talked about her role and the difficulty in trying to navigate the topic of sexual 

abuse in the community, in particular Pasifika communities. She posed what the 

perceived barriers were and quoted a statement by Frances Tagaloa - a Pasifika 

survivor of abuse by clergy - “There’s shame involved with disclosing abuse already, 

but then on top of that in a Pasifika culture we have extra shame.”  Cultural taboos 

are a perceived barrier.  Also, the question of what is abuse and what isn’t was 

raised, especially when looked at from a cultural point of view.  This could also be 

viewed as a barrier - the lack of clarity around when an act becomes abusive, as 

some people alluded to.   A member of the Royal Commission added “there is no 

cultural excuse for abuse.” The basic values of love, respect and loyalty are universal 

and fundamental to all cultures; these core values do not include ‘violence’.  

The Royal Commission encourages survivors of abuse to come forward, especially 

Pasifika survivors of abuse.  During question time, people were united in the belief 

that we need to educate and we need to act. Here are some of their senti-

ments: “The perpetrator is mainly someone the child knows, loves and trusts.” “How 

do we protect our next generation – our mokopuna?” We are the church! What 

should we do?” In family households, there should be no taboo subjects.  Children 

should be able to talk about anything.  Tofa ended with inspiring Faith and Action 

quotes from the epistle (letter) of Saint James.  

Where to from here? 

The Loud Fence is a strong start towards breaking the culture of silence, not just in 

our churches, but in our homes and 

communities.  As the safeguarding 

team, with God’s guidance, we hope 

to continue on the path of education 

and action: providing opportunities to 

educate and raise awareness so that 

individuals in our parish will be in a 

position of strength, alertness and 

compassion to act when abuse occurs 

or when a survivor amongst us finally 

feels able to disclose. 
 

Note:   If you, or anyone you know, 

has been affected by abuse by anyone, whether in a church or different con-

text, there is a list of helpful contacts on page 12 of this magazine and a 

longer list of contacts in the church foyer. 

Photo: Brigid Sharp and Rupi Mapusua   

Back 
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Maybe I could write a sonnet 

About Easter eggs or Easter bonnet. 

But let us not forget the reason 

We celebrate the Easter season. 

 

In lands up north it comes in Spring 

When all the birds begin to sing. 

And after Winter the burgeoning earth 

The egg is the symbol of new birth. 

 

Eggs and rabbits are all very nice  

But let us remember they came at a price. 

For Jesus the Lord, who came to save 

Was put to death and laid in a cave. 

 

But just when all seemed doom and gloom 

The women discovered the empty tomb. 

The good news very quickly spread 

Jesus is risen, like He said. 

 

So let the children have their fun 

With eggs and rabbits and hot-cross bun. 

But let us not forget to say 

We thank you Lord for Easter Day. 

 

 

Dorothy Maud Shea was a parishioner of St Pius X 

and she died peacefully  on 19th April, 2014,  

 in her 99th year. 

Easter         by   Dorothy Shea 

Back 
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All of us, at some time, find that we really need a bit of support from other 

people.  We are well used to the idea of 

parishioners helping out with meals, or 

transport, or perhaps childminding.  Our 

spiritual needs are just as important - 

perhaps even more so.  Sometimes we 

need spiritual help, even if not help in any 

of these other practical matters. 

A priest will come on request (phone the 

parish office 232 5211) if would like to 

receive anointing of the sick or the sacrament of reconciliation, or would like a visit 

from the priest for any other reason.   

A minister of the Eucharist can visit every week after the parish mass bringing you 

Holy Communion and a short liturgy. To arrange visits for weekly communion, 

please contact Patricia on 232 6388.  Or you can phone the parish office.   

The Legion of Mary is another of our parish groups that quietly goes about it’s activ-

ities of prayer and service.  The Samoan adult group visit Longview Home every 

Friday for a liturgy and to give Holy Communion to Catholic residents.  The group  

organise the roster for the ‘Rosary Statue’ of Mary, delivering it to those who sign 

up on the roster in the foyer. They then collect it a week later.  

They also make regular visits (on a rostered basis) to Arohata 

Women’s prison to lead a Sunday service.  Visits are made, on 

request, to sick parishioners at home or in hospital.   There is 

also a children’s/young people’s Legion of Mary group whose 

service is through taking part in some of the parish ministries 

(e.g. altar serving, cleaning, music etc.)  

If you want to know more about this group, contact Vitolina on 022 196 9982   p.t.o. 

 The priests and some parish teams are here to help at times 

when you are unable to attend the usual parish mass.  This might 

be when you are recovering from a visit to hospital, have a seri-

ous illness, or have become frail and unable to get to church. 

Caring for All our Parishioners        by Jane Langham 

Back 
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Before 2020, all that sprang to mind  

Was 20/20 vision of the very best kind.  

We looked forward to a new decade. 

Not knowing the bliss would soon fade! 

Thus the New Year dawned 

And by the sun we were warmed. 

Till we became alerted to a new fuss! 

The Covid-19 Virus. 

Here down under it was somewhat surreal 

Initially we thought it was no big deal.  

Suddenly, country after country 

Was struck with the malady. 

And our instincts awoke and caution did abound 

Before we knew it we were all in lockdown.  

New terminologies entered our vocabulary,  

For the safety of all, we had to pay heed to the constabulary.  

Each and every parishioner is loved by God and our parish community - it is not 

‘causing problems’ or ‘putting someone out’ to ask for help and the blessing of a 

friendship visit or for regular Sunday communion at home. Any of these visits can 

be made in all parts of our parish. 

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from this, please do get in touch.  

 Please do not arrange visits for someone else without their permission. 

2020  -  A Poem      by Catharine Gallen 
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Families around the world were sadly separated. 

Pain and suffering were greatly exacerbated. 

Many got sick, some died alone,  

Only able to communicate by Zoom or phone. 

Working from home became the new norm.   

For us life carried on in an altered form! 

For some its been a year of a depressing nature, 

A challenge to our human stature.  

Strength and courage, of body and mind  

Was desperately required by all of mankind. 

Through it all, many kindnesses were shared 

We saw such love and compassion, so many who cared. 

Though the end of the virus is not yet in sight 

We know that hope gets us through such a terrible blight. 

As the year's ending points to a new direction  

We can spend time in valuable reflection  

Count all your blessings, of which there are many  

Let go of the stressings, they're not worth a penny.  

The future maybe unknown  

But we can see how we've grown. 

Don’t give up, the heavens still light above 

Life is beautiful as long as we have love.  

Back 
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In the words of Heather French Henry, “volunteering is at the very 

core of being a human. No one has made it through life without 

someone else’s help”.  

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they have the heart. 

According to Sherry Anderson, they do not get paid because they 

are worthless, but because they are priceless. Volunteering is one 

of the most potent activities of the lay faithful in the Church that 

oils her operation, growth, and renewal mechanisms. Volunteers 

make a difference in our liturgical gatherings. Our Lady of Hope 

Parish is blessed with very passionate and committed volunteers of 

all ages. Given the invaluable contribution of these dedicated men, 

women and children, a ‘volunteer day’ was marked in the parish to 

celebrate and appreciate these precious people of God. 

Sunday 24th January 2021 marked the second celebration of vol-

unteers’ day in our parish (the first being in 2020). The event was 

well attended by over 120 volunteers from different ministries in 

the parish. The event was declared open with Father Marlon’s prayer, followed by 

words of appreciation, blessing, and sprinkling of the Holy Water by Father Rico 

(parish priest).  Marie Prescott (pastoral council chair) also appreciated all the vol-

unteers gathered. Afterwards, Father Marlon blessed the food, and all the volun-

teers eagerly came forward to partake in the sumptuous food set before them.  

As the eating progressed, some volunteers shared their thoughts. One of 

them said she enjoys doing what she does and is committed to seeing the 

parish move forward. Another opined that volunteering helps him to be 

engaged in the liturgy and the life of the Church. Commenting on the cele-

bration of the day, one volunteer said that this event is a fantastic gath-

ering where people see what others are doing and understand that 

we are many, yet one body, doing things for the growth of the 

Church.  

Summarising nicely, Father Rico affirmed that the parish is blessed to have 

about 300 committed volunteers serving in different capacities and minis-

tries. He said it is evidence of God’s grace to have such committed and ac-

tive volunteers who keep the parish alive.  

 

Volunteers’ ‘Thankyou Day’                      by  Kingsley Ihejirika 
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O Lord you are Amazing 

  Amazing Lord you are. 
 

I will lift up holy hands     

To you Lord God in praise, 

I will bow down on my knees 

And I will surrender to your needs. 

O Lord you are amazing,  

  Amazing Lord you are.  
 

I am on your left 

Jesus is on your right.  

The angels behind you,  

The cross before you 

I will lift up holy hands 

To you Lord God in praise. 

O Lord you are amazing,  

  Amazing Lord you are.  
 

Fly high up to the heavens 

A home a place you will see 

A smile on your face 

That will set you free 

Keep your eyes on the Lord  

He will see how wonderful you are. 

O Lord you are amazing,  

  Amazing Lord you are.  

Written with love, joy and peace, for my husband Henry Smith 

Love you forever ,   Your wife, Sue  

AMAZING!        by   Sue Smith 
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We are an ageing parish community and bereavement is an increasing reali-

ty for many of us. Grieving is an inevitable part of bereavement and, while 

we each cope with it in our own way, there are ways that can help reduce 

the pain of loss.  

Sue Smith lost her beloved Henry just prior to lockdown in 2020.  

Her journey to acceptance of the will of God has been helped by expressing 

herself through poetry. Very kindly she has agreed to share her poem as an 

encouragement to others to use the written word to consolidate and record 

their thoughts and feelings during what is a very painful and lonely time. 

 

On 28 November, Henry’s family, friends and parishioners were able to cele-

brate his life and his legacy with a memorial Mass at St Pius X Church.  

The breadth of attendance reflected a life well-loved, well-respected and 

well-appreciated.  (There was an obituary for Henry in the July 2020 edition.  Ed.) 

 

Bereavement        by   A friend of Sue 

Back 
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On the first day of term we were delighted 

to welcome 12 new students to our school,  

and a week later two more students joined 

us.  These students have been welcomed 

during our school assemblies, where they 

wore a school korowai as a symbol of their belonging to the St 

Francis Xavier School community. 

 

Learning Opportunities 

Learning opportunities for Term 1 range from digital citizenship, the Treaty of Wai-

tangi, swimming for Years 1 and 2, camp preparation for Years 5 and 6 and Keep-

ing Ourselves Safe.  The Keeping Ourselves Safe programme will run with the sup-

port of our community constable.  

Our overarching values for this year are strength and gentleness, strength of mind 

and gentleness of heart.  

Our learning for Religious Education will be centred around Lent and Easter and 

will include human equality (we are all beautifully made in the image and likeness 

of God). Class liturgies are held with students walking to the church on a regular 

basis. 

Our students enjoy using the Tawa Library, where they walk down to once a term 

with their class.  

Commissioning Mass 

Our staff joined other staff from Catholic Schools around the Wellington region at 

St Mary of the Angels  church for the Commissioning Mass.  Cardinal John Dew and 

fellow priests, including Father Marlon, helped to celebrate the Mass. Cardinal John 

spoke of the importance of being genuinely kind to everyone. 

St Francis Xavier School 

Strength and Gentleness  

Tu Maia, Tu Aroha 

St Francis Xavier School - by  Joan Woods  
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School Picnic 

A recent school picnic was enjoyed by all our students and staff.  The weather was 

fine and sunny so the children and staff were able to walk to Willowbank Park and 

enjoy a fun-filled picnic.  As it was a hot day, the children were treated to an ice-

block. 

Meet the Teacher Evening was held where parents were given the opportunity to 

meet their child’s teacher and hear about what is going on in their child’s class-

room. 

Our Board of Trustees met in February for their first meeting for the school year. 

Regan Stallard, our current Chairperson, was re-elected for the year.   

Arts 

Music opportunities for the children include singing and guitar. 

Fitness 

The children have been busy attending Sports Days with other schools in the Tawa 
area.   At present we are taking part in Movin’ March where the children are en-
couraged to walk or wheel to school during the month of March. 
Our students are also involved in Project Energize which promotes fitness and gen-
eral well-being. 
Swimming is underway for our Year 1 and 2 students at Tawa School Pool. 

Easter Raffle  Our Parents and Friends committee continue to raise 

funds for the school.  At present they are running an Easter Raffle. 

We continue to be very grateful for their ongoing fundraising efforts 

which greatly benefit our school. 

With Easter approaching, we look forward to our Easter liturgy at 

Our Lady of Fatima church before we break up for Easter.   

I would like to take this opportunity, along with our staff, to wish all 

parishioners a Happy Easter.  

Back 
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Kia ora e te whanau, our new school year has 

started off well.  We have had a whole month 

back at school and the children have settled in 

and are learning, as well as enjoying their time at school.   

This year, our classes have been reorganised to reflect the 

move to a more flexible learning environment:  Mrs Jo Tebbs and Miss Philippa 

Matla are the teaching team for our years 1-4 students and are currently located in 

the hall. Ms Jo Garrett returns as the year 5-6 teacher.  These classes are well sup-

ported by teacher aides, Beryl O’Neill, Julie de Boer and Fiona Canvan.   Mrs Helen 

Hawkins returns as the Reading Recovery Teacher.  Mrs Angeline O’Connor contin-

ues as Office Manager, supporting all we do.   

On Wednesday 10 February our school attended the Welcome back to School 

Mass.  Lent started on Ash Wednesday with a short liturgy at school.  Prior to that, 

the children learned about Pancake Tuesday and what Lent is about, and then en-

joyed eating pancakes that Tuesday.  Unfortunately, the pancake races had to be  

cancelled because of the weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parent/whanau community joined in our Kai and Korero evening on Thursday 

11 February.  It was great meeting and catching up with parents and families. 

 

St Pius X School -   by  Christine MacDonald   (Principal) 

‘WHANAU-ATUA-KURA-AROHA Together we Shine’ 
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This year St Pius X School has been fortunate to be part of the Free and Healthy 

Lunches Programme and that means every child is given a free lunch every day.  

The staff have been lucky enough to sample some of these lunches and they are 

delicious.  Free and Healthy Lunches adds to our kete of manaaki, or care, which 

includes free Kickstart Breakfast; as well as the wonderful resources from KidsCan.   

The old junior block is currently being 

redeveloped into a more flexible 

learning space.  Recent developments 

include the exterior walls being clad 

with weatherboard, decking supports 

put in place, the new pathway poured, 

and some of the internal walls being 

gibbed.    

The junior students started swimming 

recently, but due to the COVID-19 

Alert Level changes, this has once 

again been postponed.    

Kelly Sports returned to organise 

and run fun sports and games at 

lunchtimes for two days each 

week.  

Jellybeans Music continues on 

Tuesday mornings and the children 

are enjoying learning how to play 

the musical instruments plus how 

to play tunes in time with each 

other.    

Whaea Koka, is our new Kapa Haka 

tutor who teaches our children eve-

ry Tuesday afternoon.  She is also a 

Te Reo Māori and Kapa Haka tutor 

at Bishop Viard College.  The chil-

dren are delighted to be partici-

pating in Kapa Haka again.  

We look forward to a safe, happy 

and healthy year of teaching and 

learning at St Pius X School. 

Back 
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We thank everyone who contributes to the parish, either financially or by offering 

their time and expertise.  In what has been a very difficult year for many, we have 

ended the year in a much better financial position than was expected.  When we 

prepared a Parish update in June, we were facing a difficult situation post lock-

down. With no masses for several months, and over half of our income received 

from weekly collections at mass, plus the reduced donations received for weddings, 

funerals, baptisms, and mass stipends, we were facing an $11,000 loss. 

As you can see from the attached report, we have ended the year in a break-even 

position, with our income and expenses evenly matched.  We are very happy to 

have achieved this result, which has resulted from the continued support of our 

regular donations, the support of the COVID wage subsidy, as well as a focus on 

reviewing our expenses and, as much as possible, reducing expenses to 2018 levels 

(no easy feat with prices rising year on year).  Of particular note is the reduction in 

photocopying, stationery and postage expenses through the move to more elec-

tronic delivery of messages. 

One particular area of concern for our parish is our income from newspapers and 

calendars sales.  As you will note, our income in this area is significantly reduced 

this year, perhaps because some people have been able to access online newspa-

pers.  However, our falling income for our newspapers has been a trend for several 

years.  We would like to remind those who are taking copies of newspapers (except 

the Wel-Com) to please remember to pay for your copy.  This income is critical to 

the parish - firstly to cover the expense of purchasing the papers, and secondly be-

cause we need a source of GST-able income to be able to claim back the GST on all 

of our purchases.  Without this income we would not receive GST rebates of about 

$10,000 each year. 

The 2021 focus for the finance committee will be on selling the Titahi Bay presby-

tery, as required by the Archdiocese, and renovating the Tawa presbytery to make 

it comfortable for our priests.  We are currently obtaining quotes and advice to as-

sess the best options for these processes.  As we renovate the presbytery, we will 

be reviewing phone lines and internet accounts/package with the aim to rationalise 

these expenses, as we currently have several lines and old phone plans. We hope 

we can get a better deal for these services. 

We hope this year parishioners will be able to continue to meet regularly and enjoy 

the sacraments and fellowship that are important to us, however with the contin-

Parish Annual Financial Report   - from the Finance Committee 

 For the year ended 31st December 2020 
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ued uncertainty of the global situation, we will need to be prepared for possible 

impacts on our Parish life and the economic impacts affecting many families at this 

time.  As such, the finance committee will continue to take a conservative approach 

to our finances for the year ahead.  In addition, we need to plan to replenish our 

reserves to allow for ongoing projects, such as a new roof on the Tawa church. 

If you would like to discuss donating to the parish, planned giving or these expenses 

please make contact with a member of the Finance Committee.  

 Members are listed on page 38. See financial details over the page. 

Did you know that our Parish administers a Trust to support the 

training, development and education of our aspiring priests? 

Fr Fergus Reeves served as a priest for 53 years, most of those years were within 

the Wellington Archdiocese.  He served our Tawa Parish for ten years from 1983.  In 

1987, on the 25th anniversary of his ordination, Fr Reeves established a Trust fund 

aimed at fostering vocations to the priesthood.  This Trust continues today and is 

administered by our finance committee.  The Trust deed objectives are to support 

activities in and for the Archdiocese of Wellington that are connected with: 

• Training or support of candidates for the priesthood  

• Fostering promotion or encouragement of vocations to the priesthood  

• Postgraduate training for development of priests   

• Religious or education purposes of the Archdiocese. 

Each February we have a special collection for the Trust (this year it was 14 Febru-

ary).  Thank you to the parishioners who contribute to the Trust.  If you would like 

to make a donation you can do so by placing the special planned giving envelope 

marked Fergus Reeves Trust, or any clearly marked envelope, in the weekly collec-

tion basket.  Alternatively, you can donate by internet banking to the parish (as you 

would your regular planned giving), with a reference of the Fergus Reeves Trust. 

Are you, or someone you know, considering a call to the priesthood?  Are you seek-

ing training or support for Lay Ministry within the Archdiocese?  Are you in need of 

some support to enable you to take your next step on your journey?  If you would 

like to make an application to the Trust please contact the Finance Committee via 

the Parish office, providing a short brief of your aspirations, the support you are 

seeking and how the Trust’s contribution will meet one of the objectives above. 

Please note only candidates currently within NZ and connected to the Wellington 

Archdiocese can be considered for support from the Trust. 

Fergus Reeves Trust        by Nicola O’Keefe 
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
Income 

1 Jan – 31 Dec 
2018 

$ 

1 Jan – 31 Dec 
2019 

$ 

1 Jan – 31 Dec 
2020 

$ 

 

Parish Collection 95,169 104,725 75,861 

Direct Credit payments 99,611 95,988 96,388 

Total Parish Collections 194,780 200,713 172,249 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

NZ Catholic & Columban Calendar sales 1,091 760 382 

Donations & Bequests (including Mass Sti-
pends, Sacramental Programme, Roof Ap-
peal, Painting Appeal) 

15,985 31,600 4,395 

Other Revenue (Insurance payouts) 2,347 1,206 3,082 

          

Total Other Income 19,423 33,566 7,859 

        

Total Income 214,203 234,279 180,108 

    
        

Income over Expenditure over Income 15,826 - 54,908 308 

          

    

**Archdiocesan Levies is made up of:       

2% - Bishops support 3,876 4,767 3,341 

6% - Lay Ministry support 11,628 14,300 10,024 

10.5% - Insurance premium 20,349   

32% - Support of clergy 62,015 76,268 53,461 

5% - Cost of Seminarians, Chaplaincies, NZ 
Bishops Conference etc 

9,690 11,917 8,353 

  107,557 107,251 75,180 
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 Our Lady of Hope Parish 
Expenditure 

1 Jan – 31 
Dec 2018 

$ 

1 Jan – 31 
Dec 2019 

$ 

1 Jan – 31 
Dec 2020 

$ 

 Archdiocesan Levies ** 107,557 107,251 75,180 

 Bank Fee Transactions 43 18 25 

 Donations 5,260 2,647 1,774 

 Fire Alarm System 2,088 2,332 2,545 

 Flower Arrangements 541 542 104 

 General Expenses 7,002 9,266 6,717 

 Insurance 90 16,794 18,750 

 Light, Power, Heating 5,043 5,184 5,203 

 Liturgical Material 5,035 5,341 3,513 

 Motor Vehicle Expenses 9,371 9,763 11,322 

 NZ Catholic & Columban Calendar sales 1,718 1,683 1,208 

 Office Expenses (Including wages, stationery 
and postage) 

29,853 28,469 21,341 

 Over 60's Lunch 236 230 261 

 Photo-copying 1,084 2,234 1,388 

  Planned Giving - envelopes 1,115 1,203 1,076 

 Rates 5,487 5,676 5,948 

 Rates - water 673 851 1,373 

 Sacramental Programme 891 752 591 

 Telephone & Internet 3,223 3,615 3,569 

 Website 887 61 456 

 Youth Expenses 407 1,286 819 

  Operating Expenditure 187,602 205,199 163,163 

         

 Projector Purchase - St Pius X     2,380 

 Roof Repairs - St Pius X   36,530 3,638 

 Pew Repairs - Our Lady of Fatima     3,793 

 Exterior Painting - Our Lady of Fatima   41,761   

 Presbytery Sale and Renovations     3,360 

 Repairs and Maintenance 10,775 5,697 3,466 

 Capital Expenditure 10,775 83,988 16,637 

     

  Total Expenditure 198,378 289,187 179,800 

Back 
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Sueina and Lafaele Mapusua - 60 years married        by Rupi Mapusua 

    Sueina and Lafaele 

Mapusua met and fell in 

love in 1957. She was 16 

going on 17 years old, a 

nurse trainee and Pres-

bytarian; he was a 19 

year-old accounts clerk 

at Moto’otua Hospital in 

Apia and Catholic.  

When their parents refused outright to give their blessing, they eloped and lived in 

a small fale o’o (Samoan fale) in the middle of nowhere.  People said they wouldn’t 

last! He was a gentle sheep; she was a lion!  Yet somehow, they managed to work 

the land, grow a plantation and give birth to four healthy, beautiful, baby girls.     

On 31st January 1961, a month after the birth of their first baby, they married at 

Mulivai Catholic Church in Apia.  It was a private ceremony with only the priest, 

each other, and the catechist and his wife as witnesses.  

Sixty years later, on 31st January 2021, they sat in the front pew of Our Lady of Fati-

ma Church at a community mass and renewed their vows. As Fr Rico blessed their 

rings they embraced each other and the congregation erupted in applause as they 

witnessed their happy and special day. 

A reception was held at Pataka Art Gallery and Museum in one of the main studios. 

Unbeknown to the guests, the event was a triple celebration, as we also marked 

their eldest’s 60th birthday and mum’s 80th birthday, both of which were in De-

cember. Mum and Dad shared their story and one running theme dominated the 

years - service in the church. They served at Holy Family parish, Porirua and in the 

Samoan Aulotu. In 1981 they served in Marriage Encounter as a team couple, 

where they formed and led a group of 30 Samoan couples at Holy Family (some of 

these couples were at the celebration).   



35 

          March 2021 

They served the Samoan Aulotu as catechists at St Mary’s, Elsdon and currently at 

Our Lady of Hope in Tawa/Titahi Bay. Our parents’ strong faith and trust in the love 

of God for sixty years plus has sustained and renewed their love as a couple. We 

serenaded our parents to Ruth’s song, “Wherever you go, I shall go”.  

We all witnessed this love once again as they held onto each other, looked into 

each others’ eyes - a few tears - as they danced their waltz. “Two hearts - one 

blessed life.” He is 82 going on 83. She is 80 years old and counting.   Praise God. 
 

 

    On 25th January 2021, Brian and Patricia 

McCarthy celebrated 65 years married. 

    They had received a Papal Blessing on the 

occasion of their 60th anniversary, so they 

were content for this one to be a quiet affair at 

home. 
 

 

 

On Sunday 24th January Graeme and Helen Hansen 

were given a blessing at Mass by Fr Marlon to mark 

their 40th wedding anniversary.   

Photo taken at their wedding in 1981 

 

 
 

Please let us know about (with photos if available) 

any special family celebrations you are happy to 

share.  Baptisms, weddings, obituaries, special re-

unions etc. 

Patricia and Brian McCarthy - 65 years married 

Helen and Graeme Hansen - 40 years married 
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Remember that you can access Stories of Hope online 

The parish web site:  ourladyofhope.org.nz  under the ‘News’ tab, 

has  the latest magazine edition and an archive of all past editions, as 

well as the weekly newsletters.   

This is a good way to share the magazine with family away from Tawa. 

If you now live ‘out of area’ or for any other reason no longer wish 

to receive a printed copy of Stories of Hope  you can request to re-

ceive email notification when a new edition is published, with a link 

to it on the web site.  Any parishioner can request to receive the 

email link as well as their printed copy.       

 Just contact: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz  or 232 5611 

Please notify the parish office if you wish to be re-

moved from the printed copy mailing list if you are 

moving away or for any other reason. 

Mass Times in Nearby Parishes 
Our Lady of Hope parish times highlighted. 
 

Saturday vigil        5:00pm St Andrew’s Newlands 

         5:30pm St Pius X, Titahi Bay 

         6:00pm St Teresa’s, Plimmerton & Holy Family, Porirua 
 

Sunday        8:30am Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa 

         9:00 am St Benedict’s, Khandallah 

         9:30am St Teresa’s, Plimmerton & Holy Family, Porirua 

       10:00am Te Ngākau Tapu (Māori Mass)  

       10:30am Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa   

       10:30am Sts Peter & Paul Johnsonville         

         5:15pm Te Ngākau Tapu (English Mass) 

Back 
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Deaths 

Baptisms 
 

 

Name of child    Parents     Date  

Milani Anasetasia Bryan   Leanne Meikle & Alexander Bryan   7 Nov 2020 

Emmanuel Titus Morato Coorey   Gloria Oblenda & Shamal Coorey    5 Dec 2020 

Caden Kiel Alejo Racho   Caronia Alejo & Antonio Racho 12 Dec 2020 

Michon Gian Lucas Zablan Balila  Anne & Oscar Balila   19 Dec 2020 

Lochlan Sonu Smith    Seunghee & Michael Smith  26 Dec 2020 

Uno Sebastian De Chavez Driz  Vernaliza & Marvin Driz    2 Jan 2021 

Cherish Grace Arun    Soumya Arun & Arun Jose  12 Jan 2021 

Levi Stephen Leslie Pert   Marie & Nicholas Pert  16 Jan 2021 
 

 

 

Philip John Muir       8 November 2020 

Maxwell James Joseph Truman   24 November 2020 

Vailima Mary Louise Smith-Luani  27 November 2020 

Carmelo (Mel) Cabral Bernardo   30 November 2020 

Thomas Arthur Tait     18 January 2021 

Fa'avaefou Valelia Sinaumea Semeane        January 2021 

Gabrielle Margaret Devine      9 February 2021 

Cornelia Maria Theresia (Corrie) Rongen 13 February 2021 

 

 

We rejoice in the resurrection! 

Parish Notices  - Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 

Back 
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We hope you enjoyed reading this issue of Stories of Hope  . 

When you've finished reading it, why not pass it on to a friend? 

We need your input.  Keep those contributions coming!! 

If you are new to the parish, Welcome! 

Please introduce yourself to the celebrant, another parishioner,  

or call the parish office  9am-12noon  weekdays .  04 232 5611 

 

 

Fr Rico de la Torre - parish priest, Marie Prescott -  chair; Telesia Alaimoana, Lagi 

Anamani; Jane Bolton; Raymond Fernando; Dorothy Jansen (St Pius X School rep); 

John Lafaele; Ray Lindsay; Rupi Mapusua; and Litea Meli. 
 

 

 

Fr Rico de la Torre - parish priest, Fr Marlon Tebelin, Graeme Hansen (chair), Denise 

Dorman, Ted Gallen,  Patrick McGill, Nicola O’Keeffe (treasurer), Louis van Son, and 

Margaret Weaver (secretary). 

 

 

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women, Third Sat. 1:30 pm, at Connolly Hall,  

 Next to Cathedral, Wellington. 

Joshua Catholic Fellowship for Men,  Third Thurs. 7:30 pm, at Connolly Hall 

Monthly luncheons in Tawa church foyer,  First Tuesday of each month. 

Marian Mothers - 2nd Monday am each month - see weekly newsletter 

Women of Faith  - Friday am monthly  - see weekly newsletter 

Xavier Youth Group - Years 9 to 13, alternate Fridays, 7:30 - 9:30pm OLF church 

foyer.  Check with Paul 027 304 0712  

Other events:  check website calendar:  www.ourladyofhope.org.nz  

New Parishioners 

Regular events 

Current Parish Pastoral Council Members 

Current Finance Committee Members 

Back 
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          March 2021 

This edition of Stories of Hope is sponsored by 

Ninness Funeral Home 
17 Kenepuru Drive, Porirua  ph: 04 237 4174  fax: 04 237 4172 

email: info@ninness.co.nz  

From the Editor:    

In this edition there is mention of all the parish volunteers who were acknowledged 

and thanked in January.  Other groups and organisations are also much appreciated 

for what they do in the parish, for both parishioners and the wider community.         

I would like to take the opportunity to highlight the very generous sponsorship this 

magazine (and therefore the parish as a whole) have had from Ninness Funeral 

Home for every edition since 2015.  All the printing and assembly costs are covered 

for every edition.  The printing is done by Flying Colours in Porirua, who also allow 

us a ‘special rate’. 

In light of this generosity, I would like to encourage all parishioners to sup-

port our sponsors when you are looking for the services they provide. 

Ninness are fully at home with our Catholic church venues and procedures. 

 

For further helpful information, visit the Ninness Funeral Home website:  

http://ninness.co.nz.   

Shuttle Service to Whenua Tapu Cemetery 

Ninness Funeral Home provides a complimentary shuttle service for people who 

either do not have their own transport or where the cemetery is not on a public 

transport route. The shuttle runs to Whenua Tapu cemetery every month (excluding 

December)  on the last Wednesday. 

Whenua Tapu Shuttle - dates for  the coming months 

 Wednesday –  31 March 

 Wednesday –  28 April 

 Wednesday –  26 May 

 Wednesday –  30 June 

 Wednesday –  28 July 
 

The shuttle will collect you from your gate or local bus stop.  

Reserve a seat by phoning (04) 237-4174 no later than 12 noon on 

the Tuesday prior to the shuttle leaving.   

Back 

http://www.ninness.co.nz/
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