
7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C - 20 FEBRUARY 2022 

MY SOUL, GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD 
  

TODAY’S READINGS INVITE and challenge us to live generous, kind
-hearted lives of compassion, mercy and love. 

 In the First Reading, David, the future king of Israel, shows 
great magnanimity in sparing the life of his persecutor Saul.  The 
dramatic incident in the camp highlights David’s ingenuity and his 
sense of honour, and indicates that Saul’s days as king of Israel are 
numbered. 

 These events prepare us for today’s challenging Gospel, where 
we hear Jesus urging us to show forgiveness even to our enemies, 
and to be ‘compassionate as your Father is compassionate’.  
However, the last verses make it clear that the demands of the 
kingdom can only be understood in the light of our relationship with 
God. 

 St Paul teaches that though there is much of the ‘earthly Adam’ 
in all of us, our desire and yearning must be to live and love as did 
Jesus Christ - the ’heavenly Adam’ (Second Reading).  The Psalm is a 
song of praise and gratitude for the Lord’s own compassion and love. 

 Given our ’earthbound’ nature, we are all too aware that we 
cannot live out the teachings of Jesus 
without help!  This week, I may like to pray 
for the grace to be open both to the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, and also to the life of the 
risen Lord working in, with and through me.  
We pray, too, that our sisters and brothers 
everywhere may be open to God’s 
compassion and love. 

SCAM EMAILS/MESSAGES 
There is another email/message going around, purported to be 
from Fr Rico (and some other priests), requesting help and asking 
people to make contact with them. 

These are SCAMS so please DO NOT respond. 



EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW 

(Quotes from the past) 
 
The Lord is kind and merciful. -- Ps 103 [Responsorial 
Psalm] 
 

N EVER LET US add sin to sin, because whoever presumes too much on 
God’s mercy has secretly consented to the suggestion that he can 
cause God to be unjust.  Such a person imagines that even if he 

persists in sin and refuses to give up his wrongdoing, God will still come and 
give him a place among his obedient servants. 
 Would this be justice, for God to assign an obstinate sinner like you 
the same place as those who have turned their backs on sin?  Would you be 
so unjust as to expect God to be unjust too?  Why then are you trying to 
bend God to your will?  Bend yourself, rather, to his.  Yet how many people 
do, in fact, bend their wills to God’s?  Only those few of whom it is said: “The 
one who perseveres to the end will be saved.” 
 It is with good reason that scripture asks: Who will seek God’s mercy 
and faithfulness for his own sake?  What precisely does for his own sake 
mean?  Surely it would have been enough to say Who will seek without 
adding for his own sake.  The answer is that many people seek to discover 
God’s mercy and faithfulness from the sacred books, and yet, when their 
learning is done, they live for their own sakes and not for God’s.  They are 
intent on their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.  They preach mercy 
and faithfulness without practicing them.  Their preaching proves that they 
know their subject, for they would not preach without knowledge.  But it is a 
different matter in the case of someone who loves God and Christ.  When 
such a person preaches God’s mercy and faithfulness, he seeks to make them 
known for God’s sake, not his own. 
 This means that he is not out to gain temporal benefits from his 
preaching; his desire is to help Christ’s members, that is, those who believe in 
him, by faithfully sharing with them the knowledge he himself possesses, so 
that the living may no longer live for themselves, but for him who died for 
all. - St Augustine, Expositions of the Psalms 

Daily Readings: 21-27 Feb 

Monday: Mark 9:14-29; Tuesday: Matthew 16:13-19; Wednesday: Mark 9:38-40; Thursday: 
Mark 9:41-50; Friday: Mark 10:1-12; Saturday: Mark 10:13-16 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 1 Ecclessiasticus 27:4-7; Psalm 92; 
1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45 

TUESDAY LUNCHEON 
Regretfully this will be postponed until further notice due to the 
uncertainty around Covid and the increased numbers of Omicron in the 
community. 

Parish Priest: Fr Rico de la Torre Ph: 021 205 6476 
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee Ph: 232 5611 169 Main Road, Tawa 
 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon   
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Marie Prescott Ph: 232 7679 
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson:  Graeme Hansen Ph: 232 4360 
 
Marist Sisters: Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney Ph: 232 5151  
 
St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal Ph: 232 8927 
St Pius X School:  Philippa Matla, Acting Principal Ph: 236 7006 
Bishop Viard College: Chris Theobald, Principal Ph: 237 5248 

MASSES: Healing for Arnel Galvan (23). 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:     

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Stefan Pruss, Brian Le Champion (21); Rhoda 
Entwistle, Raymond Polaschek, Susanna Brown (22); Roy Penman, Myrtle McGill, 
Franz Pignet, Edward Healy, Garth Ward (23); Brian Butler, Peter Cusick, Karen 
Martin (24); Joan Ross, James Lavin, Maria Webster (25); Jillian Miller, Matthew 
Griffin, Michael Redden, Robert Stewart, Maurice Lang, Marget Cater, Ivy Fernando, 
Paul Mears (26); Kenneth Deacon (27).  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Fr Colin Durning (Pa Colin), RIP 14 February 
(funeral held in Dunedin on Saturday) 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  Amen 

R.I.P 

21-27 FEBRUARY: MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

for Vaccination Pass Required Masses 
(apart from Sunday 7pm Mass) 

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
CHURCH TAWA 

ST PIUS X CHURCH, 
TITAHI BAY 

Monday 9am Mass  

Tuesday 9am Mass  

Wednesday 9am Mass; 
9.30am-12 noon Adoration 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 10am Mass 

Friday 9am Mass  

Saturday 9am Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
Booking required 

Sunday 8.30 and 10.30am Mass 
Bookings required 

7pm Mass 
Booking required 

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass 



EMAILS, NEWSLETTERS & PARISHIONER 

UPDATES 

Would you like to receive the email version of the 

Parish newsletter or other emails we occasionally 

send out?  This is a vital way to keep in contact, 

especially in these Covid-times, as we can update 

parishioners quickly about Mass times etc. 

Please send your email details to the parish office: 

ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz so you can be included in our emails 

and database.  Also, if you have changed your email address, 

moved to a new address or have a new phone number, please let 

us know.  Thanks 

NZ CATHOLIC 
We are providing, free of charge, a digital link to our latest 
issue (13-26 February) which has the following headlines 
in it: Sixteen men from Vietnam hope to be priests in NZ.  
Catholic abuse stats in NZ revealed.  Social housing project 
in Christchurch.  Leading Tauranga layman farewelled. 
 
https://indd.adobe.com/view/d85454b0-a062-4280-8afb-
9a123f98b1d3 

 
Please enjoy reading New Zealand’s only national Catholic newspaper. 

SYNOD OPPORTUNITIES … BE PART OF THE ADVENTURE! 
- Meet up with friends and acquaintances 
- Organise or join a zoom session.  (Help with facilitating Zoom sessions 
available, contact Church Mission) 
- Ask your Parish Council what they’re offering 
Visit: www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/archdiocesan-synod for updates and 
information 

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT YOUR FAITH? 
Study a course online anywhere in Aotearoa with the Catholic 
Theological College.  Courses starting soon are: 
- Interpreting the New Testament 
- What Catholics Believe 
For more information contact Ann King: a.king@ctc.ac.nz or visit 
the website at: www.ctc.ac.nz 

STORIES OF HOPE 
All those who have offered material for this coming 
edition, or who are still thinking about sending something, 
please make sure that you send it to: 
magazine@ourladyofhope.org.nz  before the deadline of 
25 February.  Hard copy can be left at the Parish Office. 

Adoration is held on Wednesday following 9am Mass and 
concludes at 12 noon. 
This is a Vaccine Pass required event.  Please remember 
to social distance, scan or sign in, wear a mask and sanitise 
your hands on arrival. 
Due to Covid, we are unable to provide reflection books 

for your use during Adoration. 

VOLUNTEER URGENTLY REQUIRED TO MAKE 
ASHES FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

We require a volunteer to make the ashes for Ash Wednesday.  This 
involves burning previous year’s palms and grinding them into ash.  
Please contact the Parish Office if you’re able to help.  Thanks 

ASH WEDNESDAY TIMETABLE: 2 March 
(Mass and distribution of ashes) 

 

Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa: 9am Mass  
 

St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay: 6pm Mass 

 
These are Vaccination Pass required Masses, with a limited number of 
people permitted at each Mass.  Once the number is reached we are sorry, 
you are unable to attend the Mass. 
If you wish to attend, please register by emailing your name(s) and contact 
phone number to: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz OR phone the parish office (04) 
232 5611 and leave a message with your name and phone number - Thanks 

PALMS NEEDED 
As we approach Ash Wednesday, we are requesting that you 
bring in your blessed old palm fronds from previous Palm 
Sundays so they can be burnt to create the ashes we need for 
Ash Wednesday.  There will be boxes at the church entrances to collect your 
palm fronds.  Many thanks for your help. 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/d85454b0-a062-4280-8afb-9a123f98b1d3
https://indd.adobe.com/view/d85454b0-a062-4280-8afb-9a123f98b1d3


40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
Be a sign of hope this Lent and help save lives! 
2 March to 10 April (Monday to Friday) 7am-1pm and (Saturdays) 
8am-noon. 
Please protect mothers and babies through prayer, fasting and 
keeping vigil outside the local abortion facility, Te Mahoe, 
Newtown for one hour of prayer with two or three people needed to 

cover each hour.  Be a positive, peaceful and fruitful witness to the precious 
gift of life.  You may be her last sign of hope and her first sign of mercy. 
To find out more and to sign up for your prayer hour(s), please visit: 
40daysforlife.com or email: wellington40daysforlife@gmail.com 

MARIA ASSUMPTA PARISH, in Beach Haven, 
Auckland is celebrating its Golden Jubilee over Labour 
Weekend, 22-24 October 2022. 
Register your interest and get updated details from 
patlythe@gmail.com / ph: (09) 483 9903.  We’d love to hear 
from you. 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER 
Engaged Encounter is a weekend experience for couples 
intending to be married. 
There are three weekends in 2022: 19-20 March, 16-17 July 
and 12-13 November.  The weekends are held at the Catholic 
Presbytery, 301 Karori Road, Wellington. 
It is a two-day, live out weekend.  We have had excellent 

feedback from couples who have participated over the years. 
For more details go to our website: www.cee-wellington.co.nz  OR phone 
Kate and Simon Olsen: 027 486 0700 or email: simonolsen@gmail.com 

HOLY HOUR 
You are invited to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 22 February 
beginning at 7.30pm in Connolly Hall Chapel, Guildford Tce, 
to pray for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life.  
This Holy Hour will include prayers, scripture, YouTubed 
singing, times of silence and conclude with Benediction. 

If you have family members or know of parishioners 
admitted to hospital or a rest home, it is important that 
you let the Parish Office know so that we can arrange a 
visit by a priest or the Hospital Chaplain. 
Please contact the Parish Office - phone: (04) 232 5611 
OR email: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz to arrange.  Thanks 

WE ARE IN THE RED TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM 
  
You must register for all weekend Masses as there is a limited 
number of people permitted at each Mass.  Once the number is 
reached we are sorry, you are unable to attend the Mass.  Please DO 
NOT register for more than one Saturday vigil or Sunday Mass 
 
PLEASE DO NOT TURN UP TO WEEKEND MASSES UNLESS YOU HAVE 

REGISTERED.   
 

REGISTRATION IS FROM WEDNESDAY 9am to FRIDAY 12 noon. 
  
Weekday Masses: 
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 9am 
St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay: Thursday 10am. 
You do not need to book for these Masses but you must wear a mask and 
scan in to the NZ Covid tracer app.  These are Vaccine Pass required 
Masses.   There is a limited number of people permitted at each 
Mass.  Once we have reached our limit, you will not be permitted to enter. 
  
Weekend Masses: 
Sunday 7pm  is a Non Vaccine Pass required Mass held at St Pius X 
Church, Titahi Bay.  This is limited to 25 people permitted in the 
Church.  You must book in to attend this Mass at:  www.wn.catholic.org.nz 
- then click on Mass registrations, scroll down to Our Lady of Hope Parish, 
then click on the Mass you wish to attend. 
  
Saturday Vigil Mass 5.30pm (at St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay) and Sunday 
8.30am and 10.30am Masses (at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa) are 
all Vaccine Pass required Masses.  There is a limited number of people 
permitted to attend at each Mass.  You must book into these Masses at 
www.wn.catholic.org.nz - then click on Mass registrations, scroll down to 
Our Lady of Hope Parish then click on the Mass you wish to attend. 
 
If you DO NOT have access to a computer to register, please phone or 
email the parish office with the Mass time you want to attend, the names 
of all those people you wish to register and your phone number. 
  
At all Masses you must sign in using the QR code or the paper system, 
santise your hands, wear face masks during the Mass and keep a 1 metre 
distance from anyone not in your bubble.  If you are attending the 
Vaccine Pass Masses, you must show proof of your vaccination. 
  

 Please treat volunteers at the Masses with kindness and respect. 


