
4th SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C - 27 MARCH 2022 

Parable of Existential Folly 
  

I 
CANNOT, OF COURSE, speak for all other Filipinos and what their 
growing environment was like; but growing up, I was one of those kids 
who loved to explore and to experiment.  Our elders would warn us not 

to do and go to such things and places because of the danger to 
properties, to ourselves or to other people.  We thought we knew better 
than them and so we would ignore them or hide away from them. 
 There were numerous occasions when we would go home bleeding, 
crying, or even scared that some authorities might come looking for us (it 
was in the late 70’s and early 80’s when the presence of communist rebels 
and government forces were both felt). 
 “Buti nga!  Nakuha mo’ng hinahanap mo!  (“Serves you right!  You 
got what you’re looking for!”) would be what we will hear when we got 
hurt after being warned repeatedly; sometimes it would be accompanied 
by sarcastic and derisive laughter from friends and colleagues as we bear 
the consequences of our folly and hard-headedness.  It could’ve been Tik-
Tok worthy. 
 It was … memorable.  It was existential.  It reminds me of the parable 
this Sunday. 
 The Parable of the Prodigal Son shows us that 
moving away from the love and security of our 
Heavenly Father gains us nothing but pointless 
misery, meaningless pain, hollow achievements, and 
empty isolation.  It is not worth squandering all the 
goods that being in a covenant family bring.  It’s time 
for us to head home to our Father’s loving embrace, 
which we could do each time if we heed the message 
of Lent: Repent and believe in the Gospel. 
 Blessings, 
 Rico Angelo 
 
Post Script:  We are looking forward to 5 April (Tuesday) when vaccine 
passes will no longer be required (but social distancing will still be 
observed) and capacity limits will be in place.  Like the father in the Gospel, 
let us reach out, invite, and welcome everyone back to the Church!  
Remember, in the Parable it was not just the Father and his two sons who 
were celebrating.  Everyone in the household and their friends were! 



EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW 

(Quotes from the past) 
 
Your brother was dead and has come to life again. 
 (Lk 15:32) 
 

T 
HE REASON BEHIND this parable is so that you will understand that 
even sins committed after baptism can be forgiven if we face up to 
them.  I do not say this to encourage indolence but to save you from 

despair, which harms us worse than indolence. 
 The  son who went away represents those who fall after baptism.  This 
is clear from the fact that he is called a son, since no one is called a son 
unless he is baptised.  Also, he lived in his father’s house and took a share of 
all his father’s goods. 
 Before baptism no one receives the Father’s goods or enters upon the 
inheritance.  We can therefore take all this as signifying the state of believers.  
Furthermore, the wastrel was the brother of the good man, and no one is a 
brother unless he has been born again through the Spirit. 
 What does he say after falling into the depths of evil?  “I will return to 
my father.”  The reason the father let him go and did not prevent his 
departure for a foreign land was so that he might learn well by experience 
what good things are enjoyed by the one who stays at home. For when 
words would not convince us, God often leaves us to learn from the things 
that happen to us. 
 When the profligate returned after going to a foreign country and 
finding out by experience what a great sin it is to leave the father’s house, 
the father did not remember past injuries but welcomed him with open arms.  
Why?  Because he was a father and not a judge.  And there were dances and 
festivities and banquets and the whole house was full of joy and gladness. 
 Are you asking: “Is this what he gets for his wickedness?”  Not for his 
wickedness, but for his return home; not for sin, but for repentance; not for 
evil, but for being converted. - St John Chrysostom, On Repentance, Homily 
1 

Daily Readings: 28 March - 3 April 

Monday: John 4:43-54; Tuesday: John 5:1-3,5-16; Wednesday: John 5:17-30; 

Thursday: John 5:31-47; Friday: John 7:1-2,10,25-30; Saturday: John 7:40-52 
5th Sunday of Lent, Year C: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:8-14; 

John 8:1-11 

Reconciliation is available: 
on Wednesdays during Lent from 7-8pm 

in the Foyer, at Our Lady of Fatima Church, 
or at any time by appointment - please phone  

(04) 232 5611 or text 021 205 6476. 

NZ CATHOLIC 
We are providing, free of charge, a digital link to our latest 
issue (27 March-9 April) which has the following headlines in 
it: College name changed after inquiry.  Three first year 
students at seminary.  Defeat of anti-life mentality needed for 
peace.  Major reform of the Roman Curia. 
 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/020aaf8c-8cb2-45cb-be32-
6e89083cecec 

 
Please enjoy reading New Zealand’s only national Catholic newspaper. 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
Be a sign of hope this Lent and help save lives! 
2 March to 10 April (Monday to Friday) 7am-1pm and (Saturdays) 8am
-noon. 
Please protect mothers and babies through prayer, fasting and keeping 
vigil outside the local abortion facility, Te Mahoe, Newtown for one 
hour of prayer with two or three people needed to cover each hour.  Be 
a positive, peaceful and fruitful witness to the precious gift of life.  You 

may be her last sign of hope and her first sign of mercy. 
To find out more and to sign up for your prayer hour(s), please visit: 
40daysforlife.com or email: wellington40daysforlife@gmail.com 

POPE FRANCIS WANTS TO HEAR 
FROM YOU 

The bishops are using this direct papal message to invite 
people - Catholic or not - to take part in a survey for the 
ongoing international synod on the future direction of the 
Church.  The survey is being advertised on Stuff and in social 
media such as Facebook, so you might see it pop up.  Please 
share it with friends who may not be reached by your parish/
diocesan Synod consultation.  Details including a link to the 
survey: https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-
releases/synod-feedback/ 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/020aaf8c-8cb2-45cb-be32-6e89083cecec
https://indd.adobe.com/view/020aaf8c-8cb2-45cb-be32-6e89083cecec
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/synod-feedback/
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/synod-feedback/


Holy and Gracious God 
We pray for the people of the Ukraine, for their country and their 
leader. 
We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold 
them in this time of great fear. 
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death; that 
they will choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness. 
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you 
direct your people to turn our swords into ploughshares and seek for 
peace. 
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by the 
wisdom and courage of Christ. 
Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace in Ukraine. 
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son. 
Lord have mercy.  Amen 

Act of Contrition 
 Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended You, and I 
detest all my sins because of Your just punishments, but most of all 
because they offend You, my God, Who are all-good and deserving of 
all my love.  I firmly resolve, with the help of Your grace, to sin no more 
and to avoid the near occasions of sin.  Amen. 
 
Act of Contrition 
 My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.  In choosing to 
do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against You, Whom I 
should love above all things.  I firmly intend, with Your help, to do 
penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.  Our 
Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us.  In His name, my God, 
have mercy.  Amen. 
 
Act of Contrition 
 O my God, I am sorry for my sins because I have offended you.  I 
know I should love You above all things.  Help me to do penance, to do 
better, and to avoid anything that might lead me to sin.  Amen. 

The following parishioners will be confirmed and come to the 
Lord’s Table for the first time this weekend.  O taste and see that 

the Lord is good: happy are those who take refuge in him 
(Psalm 34:8). 

Harry Anderton 

Evie Burvill 

Liyam Cervantes 

Ezekiel Detera 

Emily Hamdan 

Andrea Kamalraj 

Indira Lafaele 

Jacob Lunny 

Knight Perrot-Lealamanua 

Brian Riley 

Nathaniel Siave 

Kartini Singson 

Faith Bermudez 

Kyan Calixto 

Tamerah De Guzman 

Mikio Dhingsa 

William Hamdan 

Maddox Lafaele 

Sophia Lopez 

Cyrus Perez 

Aagesh Rameshkumar 

Lukas Shore 

Arief Singson 

Natalia Xalxo 

Prayer for a Child’s First Communion 
Lord Jesus, Bless the children coming forward to 
receive Holy Communion for the first time.  May this 
day be an initial step into a life-long love of the 
Eucharist.  Give them a hunger for this sacred food so 
that they turn to you for comfort, guidance, and 
wisdom as they grow into full discipleship.  Thank you 
for their innocence and goodness.  May their hands, 
extended in anticipation of your Body and Blood, 
inspire all of us to cherish this sacred sacrament. 

 



ROSTERS FOR EASTER CEREMONIES 
A roster is being drawn up covering Easter ceremonies: 
 
- Holy Thursday (7.30pm Mass Tawa): 1 reader, 1 Prayer 
Leader, 1 Eucharistic Minister, 1 Vaccine Pass checker 
 

- Good Friday (3pm Service Tawa): 1 reader plus 2 readers of the Passion, 1 
Prayer Leader, 1 Eucharistic Minister, 1 Vaccine Pass checker 
 

- Easter Saturday Vigil Mass (8pm Titahi Bay): 2 readers, 1 Welcomer/
Prayers of the Faithful, 1 Eucharistic Minister, 1 Vaccine Pass checker 
 

- Easter Sunday Masses 8.30am (Tawa) and 10.30am (Tawa): 1 reader, 1 
Prayer Leader, 1 Eucharistic Minister, 1 Vaccine Pass checker. 
 

If you are available can you please email: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz or 
phone 232 5611 (and leave a message), by 4 April - so rosters can be 
finalised. 

I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E 
 

OMICRON - MORE CASES IN OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY 

 
We have now been notified of more people who’ve 
attended Masses at both our parish churches and have 
subsequently tested positive. 
 [If you test positive you and your household contacts 
must stay home for a minimum of seven days] 
 
In our current alert level settings Masses are still able to 

proceed.  However, with Omicron now circulating and spreading quickly in 
the wider Wellington area, it is important that if you are feeling unwell at all, 
please remain at home and get tested. 
 
If you have cold or flu-like symptoms isolate and get tested.  If you are 
vulnerable in your health, Masses are able to be viewed online and on Shine 
TV.  The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended by the NZ 
Catholic Bishops Conference. 
 
Please remember that you MUST WEAR A MASK AT ALL TIMES while 
you are in our buildings and on our church grounds.  The only time it can be 
removed is when you are receiving Holy Communion. 

GUIDE TO THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 
During Confession 
1 You can begin your confession by making the sign of the cross and 
saying: “Bless me father, for I have sinned.” 
2 The priest gives you a blessing and you may continue with: “My 
last good confession was … (how many weeks, months or years 
approximately).” 
3 Say the sins that you remember.  Start with the one that is most 
difficult to say, after this it will be easier to mention the rest.  Sin 
declared is half-conquered, according to St Francis de Sales. 
4 If you do not know how to confess, feel uneasy or ashamed, 
simply ask the priest to assist you.  Be assured he will help you make a 
good confession.  Simply answer the questions without hiding anything 
out of shame or fear.  Place your trust in God: he is your merciful Father 
and wants to forgive you through His ministers (see Jn 20:23; 2 Cor 
5:18). 
5 If you do not remember any serious sins, be sure to confess at least 
some of your venial sins, adding at the end: “I am sorry for these and 
all the sins of my past life, especially for … (mention in general any 
past sin for which you are particularly sorry, for example all my sins 
against charity, purity, etc).” 
6 The priest will assign you some penance and give you some advice 
to help you to be a better Christian.  If you are not sure how to go about 
with your penance, don’t be afraid to tell the priest.  Some priests would 
ask you to recite the Act of Contrition (see over the different versions) as 
he gives you the absolution. 
7 Listen to the words of the absolution attentively.  At the end 
answer: “Amen”.  Be willing to do the penance as soon as possible.  
This penance will diminish the temporal punishment due to sins already 
forgiven. 
 
 

 



EVERYDAY MISSIONARY 
(Excerpts from concerningdiscerning.blogspot.com - 
23 March 2022) 
 

This week I write all the way from Australia!  As I’ve 
mentioned, I am discerning Religious Life, and with 
the borders finally reopening, I’ve finally been able 
to get to Canberra, where I am spending a whole 
month with the Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters!  
Please keep me in your prayers.  If you’d like to read 
more about my experience here so far, check out the latest blog post on my 
website (link above). 
 
My discernment journey has taken a big leap, and I am currently in Australia, 
dong a ‘come and see’ with the Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters for a whole 
month!  …  Although the busyness is a bit exhausting, the amount of time spent 
in prayer, and being surrounded by a strong Catholic community … has been an 
amazing opportunity to be led into a deeper revelation of God’s love for me.  
He never tires of continuing to lead me deeper into His heart, which I’m only 
just realizing has no end!  There’s always something new to discover, He’s 
always showing me new ways that He loves me, and only increasing my love 
for Him. 
 Yesterday, my Spiritual Director suggested I reflect on Jesus’ Baptism, 
Matthew 3:13-17. 
 Three words came to mind as I prayed with this Scripture - equal, one 
and vocation. 
 Equal, because I was reminded of how Jesus was baptized by John, just 
as everyone else was.  Our God isn’t some vast unreachable deity whose love 
for us is divine but aloof, incapable of stooping to our level.  He was human too. 
 One, because as I prayed, I pictured Jesus walking arm in arm with me, 
down to the Jordan River so we could be baptized together.  I was reminded that 
through baptism, the same Spirit that came upon Him also alights on us, and the 
same voice of the Father calls you beloved.  I sensed that from the moment I 
was baptized, I was His and we were one, because the same Spirit that was in 
Him was in me too.  Failing to love me would be failing to love Himself! 
 Vocation, because Jesus’ vocation was to reveal to the world God’s love, 
to gift the world that same Spirit so every single person could be one with Him, 
aware of His love for them, and vessels of that love to the world, co-gifters of 
the Spirit (you might need to read that a few times so it really sinks in).  I 
realized that my vocation (and the vocation of every baptized person - you 
included!) is to embrace our oneness, allowing an awareness of His love for us 
to flow out and attract others to be one with His Spirit too. 
 Jesus’ Baptism is a great reminder of His great love and willingness to be 
one with us, no matter where we are at. 
 God bless you on your journey to Easter! 

WE ARE IN THE RED TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM 
 COVID 19 AND LATEST GOVERNMENT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 As you will be aware, the Prime Minister announced on Wednesday, 23 
March that from 11.59pm on Friday, 25 March 
- indoor gathering limits will change from 100 to 200 people; 
- face masks will still be required in most indoor settings; 
- there will be no requirement to scan in or sign in or to display a QR code 

poster or have mandatory record keeping. 
 
 While we are operating under the Red Traffic light system, we still need 
to maintain a 1 metre distance, so the capacity at our churches will be set 
at 130 people. 
 People must continue to wear face masks in our churches. 
 At this stage people must continue to register for all weekend Masses 
due to the limited number of people permitted at each Mass.  Once the 
number is reached we are sorry, you are unable to attend the Mass. 
 The need to use Vaccine Passes remains until Monday, 4 April as does 
the 25 person limit on Non Vaccine Pass required Masses. 
 QR codes will continue to be displayed, but scanning is now optional. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT TURN UP TO WEEKEND MASSES UNLESS 
YOU HAVE REGISTERED.   

REGISTRATION IS FROM WEDNESDAY 9am to FRIDAY 12 noon. 
  
Weekend Masses: 
Sunday 7pm  is a Non Vaccine Pass required Mass held at St Pius X 
Church, Titahi Bay.  This is limited to 25 people permitted in the 
Church.  You must book in to attend this Mass at:  www.wn.catholic.org.nz 
- then click on Mass registrations, scroll down to Our Lady of Hope Parish, 
then click on the Mass you wish to attend. 
  
Saturday Vigil Mass 5.30pm (at St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay) and Sunday 
8.30am and 10.30am Masses (at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa) are 
all Vaccine Pass required Masses.  There is a limited number of people 
permitted to attend at each Mass.  You must book into these Masses at 
www.wn.catholic.org.nz - then click on Mass registrations, scroll down to 
Our Lady of Hope Parish then click on the Mass you wish to attend. 
 
 If you DO NOT have access to a computer to register, please phone or 
email the parish office with the Mass time you want to attend, the names 
of all those people you wish to register and your phone number. 
 

In next week’s newsletter there will be information on registering to 
attend Easter church services. 



You are invited to come along to this Lenten 
prayer, every Friday of Lent. 
St Pius X Church, Titahi Bay - 6pm 
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa - 7pm. 
All parishioners are welcome to attend as a way 
of preparing for Easter. 

Adoration is held on Wednesday following 9am Mass and 
concludes at 12 noon.  This is a Vaccine Pass required event.  
Please remember to social distance, scan or sign in, wear a mask 
and sanitise your hands on arrival. 

Due to Covid, we are unable to provide reflection books for 
your use during Adoration. 

PLANNED GIVING 
A big thank you to all who give so generously each week.  
With the end of the financial year approaching on 31 
March, this is a gentle reminder that if you’ve fallen behind 
in your giving, please place your envelopes in the basket at the end of Masses 
on the weekend or alternatively drop them off at the Parish Office (Tuesday-
Friday between 9.30am-12 noon). 
Tax receipts for the financial year (1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022) will be 
available late April. 
If you are not on planned giving and would like to help the Parish financially, 
please consider signing up to an Automatic Payment or weekly envelopes.  
To do this please email, phone or visit the Parish Office. 

LOOKING TO BUY YOUR FIRST HOME OR DOWNSIZE? 
We will soon be putting 2 Lyndhurst Road on the market. 
With 3 bedrooms, a low maintenance section and sunny lounge, 
this is the perfect first home for young professionals or a young 
family.  Walking distance to Tawa shops, the library and the train 
station.  And a hop and a skip from church.  Never be late to Mass again! 
Given the house’s history and ties to the parish we would be keen on a private 
sale to someone in the parish. 
Contact Hannah if you would like to register your interest: 027 911 1494. 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 
PARENTS & FRIENDS EASTER RAFFLE 

Raffle tickets for a selection of beautiful Easter Baskets are on 
sale at the Parish Office.  Tickets cost $1 each; drawn on 11 
April. 
Proceeds towards playground fitness/development stations.  
Thanks 

Parish Priest: Fr Rico de la Torre Ph: 021 205 6476 
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee Ph: 232 5611 169 Main Road, Tawa 
 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon   
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Marie Prescott Ph: 232 7679 
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson:  Graeme Hansen Ph: 232 4360 
 
Marist Sisters: Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney Ph: 232 5151  
 
St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal Ph: 232 8927 
St Pius X School:  Philippa Matla, Acting Principal Ph: 236 7006 
Bishop Viard College: Chris Theobald, Principal Ph: 237 5248 

MASSES: Margaret Newton, RIP (28); Healing for Arnel Galvan (30). 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Mary Smith, Jane Alsford (28); Sydney Dennett, 
Allan McIntosh, Terence Campbell (29); Terrence Lloyd (30); Theresa Murphy, 
Minnie Lockhart (31); Michael Huddleston, Jaqueline Wilton (1); Teresa O’Hagan, 
Mary O’Hara, John (Jack) Sloan (2); Mary Senior, Mary Hobbs, Stanislaw Krejcisz, 
Thomas Whelan (3). 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  Amen 

R.I.P 

28 MARCH - 3 APRIL: MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

for Vaccination Pass Required Masses 
(apart from Sunday 7pm Mass) 

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
CHURCH TAWA 

ST PIUS X CHURCH, 
TITAHI BAY 

Monday 9am Mass  

Tuesday 9am Mass  

Wednesday 9am Mass 
9.30am-12 noon Adoration 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 10am Mass 

Friday 9am Mass  

Saturday 9am Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
Booking required 

Sunday 8.30 and 10.30am Mass 
Bookings required 

7pm Mass 
Booking required 

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass 

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS/WEEKLY COLLECTION 
20 March 2022 - $678.00 

This amount does not include Bank Automatic payments or direct debit payments. 


