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    Stories of Hope 

Notice to contributors 

We always like to hear about your group or parish organization.  We generally    

prefer content relating to specific events and persons - as a guideline, 500 words 

will fill one page of this magazine.  Short news articles, anecdotes, reflections,    

poems, family events and page fillers are also welcome.   

E-copy is preferred but hard copy can be submitted.  Photos enhance all content - 

high resolution please.   

Send copy to the editor or leave for collection at the parish office. 

 Jane Langham    

 232  7206      magazine@ourladyofhope.org.nz 

Deadline for next edition:  8th July 2022. The date will also be advertised in the 

weekly newsletter nearer the time and may vary from the one shown. 

Disclaimer 

Any views or opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the author, 

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committee or the adminis-

trators of Our Lady of Hope parish.  The editor exercises sole discretion as to the 

acceptance of items for publication, insofar as they reflect Catholic life in the parish 

and do not tend to give offence.  All items submitted may be subject to editorial 

amendment, revision or rejection and all items published are without prejudice.   

 

 —————————————————————————————————————————————————————-   

Stories of Hope -  Mission Statement  

Our mission   -  To promote a sense of community in the Catholic parish of  

Our Lady of Hope, Tawa & Titahi Bay, by publishing the full variety of 

Catholic life in our parish. 

Principal source of written contributions is the people in our parish.  

Our objective:  Every edition to every Catholic home in the parish.  

Copyright: 

All items published in Stories of Hope are copyright and may not be 

otherwise published for general distribution without the prior approval of 

the editor.  Items may be copied for the use of private individuals or small 

groups, providing that the source is acknowledged. 

With Thanks to: 

Our sponsor, to all volunteers who help distribute copies, and to all others 

whose contributions and efforts have made this issue possible.  
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    Stories of Hope 

 

If you were able to pick up a copy of the February edition of 

Wel-Com, you will have seen the special feature on our parish 

of Our Lady of Hope.  (They are featuring a different parish in 

the archdiocese in each edition.) 

Reading this feature, you might have had the feeling of ‘déja 

vue’ - that you had read it all before.  That was indeed the case 

as most of the material was borrowed from articles published in this magazine over 

the last few years.  This highlights what a great mix of different groups and activities 

there are in our parish, and what good creative writers there are too.  In fact there 

was so much interesting material about activities and groups in our parish that the 

Wel-Com editor had to leave out much of what was available because of space con-

straints in the paper. 

So thank you again to everyone who gave permission for their material to be 

shared, whether or not it ended up being included. 

The most significant event in our parish this year is the 

departure of Fr Marlon to his new appointment as 

parish priest in Nelson/Stoke.  There are lots of photos 

and a feature on  p.14 of this edition.  Please do keep 

both Fr Marlon and Fr Rico in prayer as they both now 

serve single-handed in a large parish.   

Perhaps now is a good time to think about what you 

might do to help serve your parish and community to 

lighten the load? Just contact the Office or Fr Rico. 

Photo:  Fr Marlon’s last Sunday Mass in Tawa 

The various and changing restrictions we still face 

means that it is still not possible to give definitive 

times for all the Easter celebrations.  Some events have had to be cancelled, such as 

the ecumenical Ash Wednesday service, the Good Friday combined churches      

procession and some features of our liturgies over the Triduum.   

The provisional timetable is on p.8, but you can confirm details nearer the time. 

I sincerely hope that by the time you read this the occupation of Parliament 

grounds and surrounding streets will have ended, but at the time of writing it is still 

continuing.  This is concrete a example of the result of the sort of mis-information 

From the Editor          by   Jane Langham 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/he-hikoi-whakapono-a-journey-of-faith-28/
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that is circulating so pervasively in much of the world.  You can read Ian’s reflection 

on this topic, based on Scripture and the teachings of Pope Francis, on p.6. 

There is also a mix of other parish news and events, including news from our 

schools, p.20 and p.22 and an introduction to the new principal at St Pius X school 

on p.19.    

The privations of these Covid years have been felt in the parish as well as homes 

and businesses.  You can find out more in the parish financial report on p.24. 

Despite whatever is happening both here and around the world, we can always be 

sure that Jesus our brother is walking our ‘way of the cross’ with us and will bring us 

to eventual resurrection. 

Wishing you the blessings that come from the season of Lent and the joy of Easter. 

You can receive e-copy of  Stories of Hope 

This is a good way to share the magazine with family away from Tawa. 

If you now live ‘out of area’ or for any other reason no longer wish to 

receive a printed copy of Stories of Hope  you can request to receive 

an e-copy PDF or web site link to the latest edition.  Any parishioner 

can request to receive this, as well as their printed copy.    
     

Just contact: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz  or 232 5611 

Please notify the parish office if you wish to be removed from 

the printed copy mailing list because you are moving away or for 

any other reason. 
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The Messages we Share        by Ian Munro 

Lies, half-truths, disinformation, misinformation, 

fake news, alternative facts – these were once largely 

the province of dictators and other authoritarian leaders. 

Now it seems to have reached not only mainstream leaders 

but also sections of the general population through social 

media interactions. 

Two of Sunday’s readings (at the time of writing - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

brought these thoughts to mind. Isaiah (6,1-2.3-8) tells us about his feeling of 

unworthiness for service because of his ‘unclean lips’ while, in Mark (7, 14-23), 

Jesus discusses the things that come out of us that can defile, including 

greed, malice, deceit, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 

Again, Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and 

understand this. Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into 

them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.” [NIV] 

That which defiles us 

Pope Francis talks about the sort of stories that serve to lull us so that we aren’t 

necessarily aware of the falsehoods we’re taking on board. While they don’t defile 

us as they go in, when we repeat them, it’s these words coming out that do. 

Often on communication platforms, instead of constructive stories, which 

serve to strengthen social ties and the cultural fabric, we find destructive 

and provocative stories that wear down and break the fragile threads 

binding us together as a society. By patching together bits of unverified 

information, repeating banal and deceptively persuasive arguments, 

sending strident and hateful messages, we do not help to weave human 

history, but instead strip others of their dignity.  

[Message for the 54th World Communications Day, 24 January 2020] 

Of late, we’ve seen the destructive and disruptive power of these sorts of 

messages in relation to Covid-19; misinformation and lies that seem to spread 

faster than the virus itself. 

The modus operandi of unscrupulous people, whose motives are sometimes hard 

to fathom, is to play into our fears and anxieties at a time when the uncertainties 

we’re facing make us particularly vulnerable. The messages can be very compelling 

and are slickly packaged with encouragement to ‘Share’. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20200124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html


7 

          Date 

There are plenty of good stories 

In his World Communication Day message, Pope Francis reminds us that there are 

plenty of good stories we can tell and share. 

In an age when falsification is increasingly sophisticated, reaching 

exponential levels (as in deepfake), we need wisdom to be able to 

welcome and create beautiful, true and good stories. We need courage to 

reject false and evil stories. We need patience and discernment to 

rediscover stories that help us not to lose the thread amid today’s many 

troubles. We need stories that reveal who we truly are, also in the untold 

heroism of everyday life. 

We shouldn’t be sharing messages that destroy, shouting hate and untruths at or 

past each other; neither the hate-filled messages from the social media echo 

chambers fuelled by anger, resentment, fear, or jealousy; nor the messages crafted 

by international players aiming to create dissension and social unrest by using our 

democratic values of freedom of thought and speech against us.  

Instead, we should be sharing messages that unite and promote life. Pope Francis 

tells us that we all know stories that “have the fragrance of the Gospel, that have 

borne witness to the Love that transforms life”.  It is these messages of love, 

compassion, and forgiveness that we need to be sharing in every medium. 

 

The tongue is a small member and yet has 
great pretensions. Consider how small  

a fire can set a huge forest ablaze.                    

The tongue is also a fire. … From the same 
mouth come blessing and cursing.               

 This need not be so, my brothers    
  James 3:5 –10 
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Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions and increased cases of the 
Omicron variant, the following is our planned Easter Timetable. 

This may need to change and any changes will be advertised in the 
weekly newsletter, displayed on church noticeboards and advertised 
on the parish website: ourladyofhope.org.nz 

 

Palm Sunday 

5.30pm Vigil Mass  (Saturday)  St Pius X Church 

8.30am and 10.30am Masses    Our Lady of Fatima Church 

**7pm Mass      St Pius X Church  

  

Holy Thursday 

No morning Mass in Tawa or Titahi Bay 

7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper   Our Lady of Fatima Church   
 

Good Friday 

3pm Liturgy of Our Lord’s Passion   Our Lady of Fatima Church 

  

Easter Saturday 

8pm Vigil Mass      St Pius X Church  

  

Easter Sunday 

8.30am and 10.30am Mass    Our Lady of Fatima Church 

**7pm Mass      St Pius X Church  

 

 

**= Vaccine Pass not Required  

Easter (Provisional) Timetable 
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Parishioners are asked to please note the following guidelines  
received from Cardinal John Dew on 17 February 2022. 

Palm Sunday 

There will be no processions on Palm Sunday.  Palms will be blessed, 
taken in baskets to church doors and collected by the faithful as they 
depart. 

 Holy Thursday 

There will be no washing of the feet. 

Adoration is not to occur at the end of Mass as this extends the time 
people are present to one another. 

 Good Friday 

Adoration of the Cross by the faithful is to be from your seats in the 
church rather than procession to the Cross. 

 Easter Vigil 

There will be no processions for the Liturgy of the Light. 

Lighting of individual candles through the sharing of the light from the 
Paschal Candle by the faithful is not to take place. 

 

Wherever we meet, 

or do not meet;  

whether we are 

well or unwell;   

the core of our faith 

remains the same: 

Jesus Christ is risen 

and is with each one 

of us every day of 

our life. 
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An article in the November 2021 issue of Stories of 

Hope described how a statue of Our Lady of Hope 

was lovingly made through the dedication and hard 

work of a parishioner.    The intention was that this 

statue of the patroness of our parish find a perma-

nent home shared between Our Lady of Fatima and 

Saint Pius X Churches.  But first the statue needed 

to be formally welcomed into our Parish. 

Accordingly, on the feast day of Our Lady of Hope, 

(17 January) the Rite of Blessing for the new statue 

was performed by Fr. Rico towards the end of the 

morning mass in Our Lady of Fatima Church.        

This included the 

incensing and 

blessing of the 

statue while Fr. Marlon sang Salve Regina.   

 It was a beautiful and fitting welcome for 

the statue of Our Lady of Hope. 

The statue has now taken up its semi-permanent 

position in the side chapel of Our Lady of Fatima 

Church, where parishioners can spend time in 

prayer before Our Lady of Hope, after whom our 

parish is named.  In due course, the statue will 

move to its other semi-permanent position in Saint 

Pius X Church, Titahi Bay. 

I often find that God teaches me through everyday events and circumstances.  

There was one such late last year, that I thought I would share with others. 

At the end-of-school-year prize-giving events and other end-of-season events for 

2021, my grandchildren achieved well, each in their different ways in one or more  

Sharing the Good News      by  the Editor 

Rite of Blessing of the Statue of Our Lady of Hope      by Eileen Mackey 
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   of academic, sporting or 

musical fields or being acknowl-

edged for their caring/service 

attitudes at school.    

Would you like to know all the 

specific details for each child?   

Please don’t stop reading  

 – I know you are not    

interested in knowing this, nor in 

the progress of any of my many  

nieces and nephews!    

But if I was to ask you to tell me all about the 

progress of your children or grandchildren, or 

your own personal achievements, that would be a different matter – you would 

have plenty to tell me for as long as I was prepared to listen and take an interest. 

I have had a passion for evangelisation, for ‘sharing the Good News’, for many 

years. I see my role as editor of this magazine as part of this ‘sharing’.  I have 

attended many workshops and training sessions that aimed to help us with ways to 

do this ‘sharing’.  One example that was frequently given was how we are always so 

keen to share any good news we have – how we tell anyone who will listen when a 

first baby is born; rejoicing in finding a new position after a time of unemployment.  

And so, we were told, should be our enthusiasm for sharing the best news of all, the 

Good News of forgiveness and salvation.  However, I have generally found that it 

doesn’t quite work out like that in real-life situations. 

And so it was that it dawned on me, when I was so full of my news for sharing:  

that just as it is only close family and good friends who will be the least bit 

interested to know about what is ‘good news’ for me in family matters, so is it 

sure to be the same for everything that I hope to share with others.  

Any other person will only be interested in what matters to me if they themselves  

also matter to me; if I am a friend to them and take a real interest in their life and 

concerns, triumphs and disasters.  Trying to share good news with other people in 

any way will never be effective unless I am first their friend. 

“Go and do likewise” said Jesus at the end of the parable of the Good Samaritan.  

Help me Lord to always befriend others.   

Then they will see that I have news to share that might interest them. 
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Would you believe it?  A few people have kept every edition of Stories of 

Hope, so that they can refer back to past articles and/or share with visiting family 

and friends.  Not everyone would keep all the printed copies but many like to share 

the stories of friends/family with those who are no longer living in Tawa.   

Since the new parish web site was developed in 2020, the magazine archive was 

not able to be updated.  Now, thanks to the work of parishioner Ronni Perez, all 

the archives are again available for you to re-read anything you wish or to share 

the link with others at any time:  ourladyofhope.org.nz/stories-of-hope/ 

As each new edition is published it will be added to the web site. 

Remember any of these special editions?  

Web Site Archive Restored! 
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Hot Cross Buns - a short history 

Hot cross buns, hot cross buns, 

One a penny, two a penny, hot cross buns. 

If you have no daughters, give them to your sons, 

One a penny, two a penny, hot cross buns. 

Those with UK heritage will probably know, and 

have just been singing along with, the nursery 

rhyme above!  And everyone here in NZ will be 

used to seeing these buns in the shops, once just 

at Easter time, but now for much longer. 

A hot cross bun is a spiced sweet bun usually 

made with fruit, marked with a cross on the top, 

and has been traditionally eaten on Good Friday in Commonwealth countries such 

as the UK, Ireland, Australia, India, New Zealand, South Africa, Canada, and even 

some other parts of the Americas, including the United States. 

In many historically Christian countries, plain buns made without dairy 

products (which used to be forbidden in Lent until Palm Sunday) are traditionally 

eaten hot or toasted after midday on Good Friday. From as early as the 6th century 

AD Christians in Greece may have marked cakes with a cross. 

One theory is that the hot cross bun as we now know it, originates from  St. Albans, 

in England. In 1361, Brother Thomas Rodcliffe, a monk at St Albans Abbey, 

developed a recipe called an 'Alban Bun' and distributed the buns to the local poor 

on Good Friday.  

Different parts of the hot cross bun have a certain meaning, including the cross 

representing the crucifixion of Jesus, and the spices inside signifying the spices used 

to embalm him at his burial and may also include orange peel to reflect the 

bitterness of his time on the Cross.    Source:  Wikipedia  

Do you have something you could share about special food for Easter or Christmas 

from your country of origin ?  You can send it to magazine@ourladyofhope.org.nz 

at any time and it can be kept for a future edition.   (With recipe if possible) 

Perhaps you would like to make your own buns this Easter?   

There are lots of recipes to be found online.  Here is a link to one:  

https://www.thekiwicountrygirl.com/hot-cross-buns/ 

https://www.thekiwicountrygirl.com/hot-cross-buns/
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The priest from the Philippines, who had misgivings about 

coming here in the first place, has moved on to bigger 

challenges after embracing us as his first New Zealand family.        

A family he quickly learned to love and which has loved him 

back in return. 

But, for Father Marlon, Our Lady of 

Hope parish was definitely the place where he did not want 

to be – at first. He was pushed into making the move. His 

bishop in the Philippines was adamant: Father Marlon must 

go. To New Zealand. Along with Father Rico.   

It was an important assignment. A type of missionary 

posting. Their base and parish would be the region covering 

Tawa and Titahi Bay. 

Once here, Father Marlon spoke from the pulpit and in his 

self-deprecating, humorous and open manner made no 

secret about his reluctance.  

He had nothing against Aotearoa. “A wonderful country.”  

It was just that he was happy in his homeland, where he had already been a parish 

priest and was immersed in many projects.  A move to a modern, Westernised 

country seemed unnecessary. It took Father Marlon six months to finally come to 

grips with the idea and to accept his bishop’s ruling.  

He told his new congregation that many of his earlier inward battles had been 

about vocation. He even got ‘kicked out’ of the seminary early on.  “My studies 

weren’t that good.” So he told us, with his deferential smile.  However, it was 

apparent the underlying cause was the mixed feelings about his chosen path. Like 

many others who make big, life-changing decisions, he still had nagging questions 

regardless of the fact he already had been accepted back into the seminary. Then, 

he left again. This time of his own accord, still struggling inwardly. “Was this really 

the right calling? Was this really what God wanted me to do?”  We have seen what 

he decided in the end! 

Now, after three years in Our Lady of Hope parish, which has also been his base as 

diocesan chaplain to the Filipino community, he says he loves it here. But no time to 

get too cosy. 

He’s been moved again – to Nelson.  A parish priest once more.  

The Odyssey of Fr Marlon Tebelin 
      by  Bernie Griffin 
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Nelson has a strong Catholic community, but it is 

also a traditional Anglican stronghold. It became 

New Zealand’s second city after Christchurch to 

become a city by virtue of Royal charter, despite 

a small population of around 5000. What 

mattered was it had a Cathedral and, of course, a 

bishop. Queen Victoria signed the papers in 

1858. Nelson remains proud of its heritage. 

It is generally known as ‘the sunshine city’. A 

place where Catholics and non-Catholics get 

along well together. Non-Catholics pitched in and 

helped build the wooden structure of St. Mary’s, 

Saint Mary’s was opened and blessed on          

31st December 1882 by Bishop Francis Redwood. It is the more-recognised part of 

Father Marlon’s parish, although his presbytery is at St. Francis’ Church in Stoke, an 

easy 15 minutes or so drive away. 

He’s had good preparation for the move to Nelson. He and Father Rico have been 

given a constructive and warm welcome to New Zealand by the Tawa-Titahi Bay 

Our Lady of Hope parishioners. The two priests also had the benefit of an active and 

devout Filipino community to help make them feel at home and to provide any 

necessary pointers. 

Father Marlon is already missed.  “He quickly got into the way of things and worked 

hard right from the start,” was how one parishioner put it. “He has a cheerful, 

boyish charm and easily communicates with people,” said another.  “He's learning 

fast and appears really interested in our history,” was another comment. 

Nelson used to be described as just a place people went to retire; a sleepy hollow 

where, in jest, it was said outsiders had to be there 35 years before they were 

accepted.  In fact, it is as innovative and robust as it always has been, with 

geographical features second to none. 

And in Father Marlon, Nelsonians will find an energetic and gregarious newcomer, 

eager to soak up local history and culture. A man willingly serving the community in 

his committed role as Nelson Parish Priest. 

St Mary’s Church, Nelson 

https://www.holyfamilynelson.com
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Farewell for Fr Marlon   - photos by Ray 

Lindsay, Kevin Mackey, Bernie Griffin and     
J W Infante 
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There have been many changes to our 

everyday life over the last couple of years, 

some major and others insignificant. 

We carry our vaccine passes, scan or sign 

in, wear masks and keep our distance. 

One of the less significant things, that 

affects just some of us, is that it is not 

advisable to wear hook earrings (as 

opposed to the stud ones) or others that 

hang down, when a mask is going to be 

taken on and off whilst outdoors.   

The result can be a dislodged, and thus lost, earring!  One day earlier this year,   I 

foolishly forgot this.  One Tuesday morning I left the car at the garage to have its 

WoF test, walked to the pharmacy for a purchase, then back to the church for 

Mass.  At the end of Mass, when removing my mask, I discovered that there was 

only one earring!  This was not just any old earring, but one that had been a gift 

from my husband, so of much more significance.  I went back to the pharmacy, 

checking the pavement as I went, and asked at the counter. Nothing. I walked back 

to the garage and did the same. Nothing again. I repeated this on Wednesday. Still 

nothing. On Thursday morning it was raining, but I had an inspiration to ask St. 

Anthony for help. I also remembered that “God 

helps those who help themselves”.   

So I came early to Tawa and before Mass, and 

despite the rain, set off once again towards the 

pharmacy.  I crossed the car park and then had a 

‘voice’ direct my route out of the carpark and 

there, on the ground, was the missing earring!   

It had obviously been run over by at least one car 

- the hook was bent and the turquoise bead very 

dirty.  But nothing was broken and, as you can 

see, it cleaned up perfectly well. 

Thank you God and St Anthony! 

Miracles come in all shapes and sizes!           by  the Editor 
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Philippa is the new acting-principal of St Pius X School 

 

Can you please tell us a bit about yourself: where you are 

from and when/why you got into teaching? 

I was born in Christchurch, grew up in Wellington, returned 

to Christchurch as an adult student and I am now back in 

Wellington.  I am fortunate to be able to call both cities my 

home.  My journey to teaching was what could be described as a full circle one.   

I applied for Teachers College at the end of my Sixth Form year and was 

unsuccessful.  I went on to work and study in different areas including librarianship 

and interior design.  Whilst working as a secretary, I was given the opportunity to 

work flexible hours and teach a Bible in Schools class. The more I did that, the more 

I felt drawn back to teaching so I followed up by re-applying to Teacher’s College 

many years after my first application.  The rest, as they say, is history.   

I have been privileged to work with some wonderful tamariki and kaiako during my 

teaching career.  While it may sound cliché, the moments I remember and hold 

dear are those when a ‘lightbulb’ goes on for a student and you see the 

understanding of a concept or a strategy become real to them. 

Where were you immediately before coming to St Pius X school? 

Before coming to St Pius X School I was teaching at West Park School in 

Johnsonville.  During my many years there I had many opportunities to grow as a 

teacher and team leader until making the decision to move on and gain experience 

in a different setting.  I am enjoying the changes that working in a faith-based 

school is bringing to my professional and personal life. 

What are your hopes and plans for your time here? 

As acting principal for 2022, which is already shaping up to be another year of 

uncertainties and changes, I hope to keep leading the school in the positive 

direction it is already heading in terms of teaching practice, student engagement 

and in living out our faith in practical and meaningful ways. 

Getting to know Philippa Matla - Acting Principal St Pius X School 
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What a great start we have had to the 2022 

school year!  Four weeks into the term 

already and time is flying by!  We have 

welcomed 5 new students, a new Deputy 

Principal, a new Board of Trustees chair and 2 new board 

members to our St Pius team this year and are looking forward to working 

together with them to keep St Pius X the great school that it is.   

John Pesefea joins us as our Weka class (Year 5-6) teacher 

and Deputy Principal.  He can often be seen out in the 

playground during lunch breaks encouraging dance, 

physical movement and fun.  His cultural knowledge has 

already proved to be an asset to our kura. 

 
We welcomed members of 

Nga Uri o Whiti Te Ra to SPX 

to perform for us as a 

showcase of what we could 

learn.  Our tamariki sat 

transfixed during the whole 

performance and were 

St Pius X School - Philippa Matla (Acting Principal) 

‘WHANAU-ATUA-KURA-AROHA Together we Shine’ 

Care         Respect           Excellence          Wisdom   
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inspired to participate with enthusiasm and energy when our tutors returned to 

take group lessons the following week.   

While not being able to meet together for masses or liturgies, we have been 

holding daily class prayers, sharing Google slide presentations for our Monday 

morning school prayers so that even while we are keeping to our classrooms, we 

can have shared experiences.   

We have had many property 

projects on the go recently too.  

Tui class created some tyre 

gardens to brighten our driveway 

into the school.  New fencing is 

being installed on our Tuki St 

frontage and is expected to be 

finished very soon and we have a 

new retaining wall  along one side of our driveway.   

 

All these projects add up to a school that looks 

fresher and tidier.  We are also excitedly awaiting 

the arrival of new playground equipment next 

month. 

 

We continue to enjoy our 

free, healthy lunches from Kapura and are always happy 

when the weather is fine and we can eat outside.   

Here Weka class enjoy their lunch 

under our new shade sails made 

possible by a community grant. 
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Term 1 News 

It was a very different start to the school year 

with being in Red Alert level and the Ministry 

of Education guidelines we are following.   

Children in Years 4-6 are adjusting remarkably well 

to wearing masks during the school day.  Teachers 

too have been amazing, wearing their masks while 

teaching. 

On the first day of school we were delighted to welcome 16 new students to our 

school and a week later one more student joined us.  Although we cannot welcome 

these new students officially to school, due to there being no assemblies at present, 

we have been able to extend a warm welcome to them and their families through 

our school newsletter. We have a few more students enrolled before the end of 

Term 1 and we look forward to these students joining us throughout this term.  

Learning Opportunities 

We look forward to an exciting year of learning through our school’s overarching 

values: strength and gentleness - strength of mind and gentleness of heart. 

Our Religious Education focus for this term is human dignity   

(I am made in the image and likeness of God). 

This term our learning will include:  Lent and Easter, Treaty of 

Waitangi, digital citizenship, sustainability, swimming for Years 1, 

2, 3 and 4, and Kia Kaha,  

Children have been learning all about recycling through 

Wellington City Council.  They enjoyed a hands-on approach, processing what could 

be recycled on a conveyor belt. 

Commissioning Mass 

Due to being in red level of the Covid-19 Protection Framework, unfortunately the 

annual Commissioning Mass for staff in Catholic Schools had to be cancelled.   

Cardinal John blessed the Commissioning Mass candles and St Francis Xavier School 

has received our candle along with a card with the words: 

 “Blessed are those who greatly rejoice in the Lord”. 

 

St Francis Xavier School - by  Joan Woods    

      (Principal/Tumuaki) 

St Francis Xavier School 

Strength and Gentleness  

Tu Maia, Tu Aroha 
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Meet the Teacher 

Recently parents were given the opportunity to meet with their child’s teacher one

-on-one.  We received very positive feedback from both whānau and staff about 

this new format. 

Our Board of Trustees met in February for their first meeting of the school year. 

Our current Presiding Member, Regan Stallard, was re-elected until September, 

when the Board of Trustees elections will take place.  

Fitness 

Recently the children had the opportunity to take part in a Cricket skills coaching 

session through Cricket Wellington.  It was a great opportunity for children who do 

not play cricket to learn and practice some of the skills required to play the game. 

Swimming is underway at Tawa School Pool for 

our Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 students.  

Photo: Tui Class enjoying their swimming lesson. 

During the month of March, we are taking part 

in Movin’ March where the children are 

encouraged to walk or wheel to school. 

Re-roofing Project 

You may have noticed scaffolding around our 

school buildings as you pass by.   

We were expecting the first stage of re-roofing 

of the main block of the school to be completed 

by April.   

However, there have been 

delays while we wait for the 

building to be ‘tented’ before 

the roof is removed. 

 

 

Easter 

With Easter in April and in the school holidays I would like to take this 

opportunity, on behalf of the staff, to wish you all a Happy Easter.   

Term 1 ends on Holy Thursday 14 April   

Term 2 commences on Monday 2 May 2022. 
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OUR LADY OF HOPE PARISH 
INCOME 

1 Jan  -         
31 Dec 2019 

1 Jan -          
31 Dec 2020 

1 Jan -          
31 Dec 2021 

 

Parish Collection  $           104,725   $             75,861   $             81,229   

Direct Credit payments  $             95,988   $             96,388   $           110,715   

Total Parish Collections  $           200,713   $           172,249   $           191,944   

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

NZ Cath & Columban Calendar sales  $                   760   $                   382   $                   778   

         

Donations & Bequests (incl. Mass 
Stipends, Sacramental Programme, 
Roof Appeal, Painting Appeal) 

 $             31,600   $               4,395   $             13,131   

         

Other Revenue (Insurance pay-outs)  $               1,206   $               3,082   $                   764   

         

TOTAL INCOME  $           234,279   $           180,108   $           206,616   

     

Income over Expenditure   $           54,908   $           308   $           1,358   

     

     

**Archdiocesan Levies is made up of:        

2% - Bishops support  $                 4,767   $                 3,341   $                 3,812   

6% - Lay Ministry support  $               14,300   $               10,024   $               11,436   

32% - Support of clergy  $               76,268   $               53,461   $               60,995   

5% - Cost of Seminarians, Chaplaincies, 
NZ Bishops Conference etc 

 $               11,917   $                 8,353   $                 9,530   

       

   $             107,251   $               75,180   $               85,774   
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           OUR LADY OF HOPE PARISH   
EXPENDITURE 

1 Jan -       
31 Dec 2019 

1 Jan -       
31 Dec 2020 

1 Jan -        
31 Dec 2021 

Bank Fee Transactions  $                 18   $                 25   $                -  

Archdiocesan Levies **  $       107,251   $         75,180   $     85,774  

Donations  $            2,647   $            1,774   $       2,725  

General Expenses  $            9,266   $            6,717   $       8,738  

Over 60's Lunch  $               230   $               261   $                -  

Light, Power, Heating  $            5,184   $            5,203   $       5,040  

Liturgical Material  $            5,341   $            3,513   $       5,239  

Sacramental Programme  $               752   $               591   $          500  

Flower Arrangements  $               542   $               104   $          250  

Motor Vehicle Expenses  $            9,763   $         11,322   $     11,882  

Planned Giving - envelopes  $            1,203   $            1,076   $          912  

Photo-copying   $            2,234   $            1,388   $       1,402  

Rates  $            5,676   $            5,948   $       6,485  

Rates - water  $               851   $            1,373   $       1,288  

Office Exp.(wages, stationery, postage)  $         28,469   $         21,341   $     30,012  

Fire Alarm System  $            2,332   $            2,545   $       4,524  

Youth Expenses  $            1,286   $               819   $                -  

NZ Cath. & Columban Calendar sales  $            1,683   $            1,208   $       1,309  

Telephone & Internet  $            3,615   $            3,569   $       2,790  

Web site  $                 61   $               456   $          440  

Insurance  $         16,794   $         18,750   $     19,583  

 Operating Expenditure  $       205,199   $       163,163   $    188,893  

        

Projector Purchase  - St Pius X    $           2,380    

Roof Repairs - St Pius X  $         36,530   $           3,638    

Pew Repairs - Our Lady of Fatima    $           3,793    

Exterior Painting - Our Lady of Fatima  $         41,761      

Presbytery Sale and Renovation    $           3,360   $     15,622  

Repairs and Maintenance  $            5,697   $            3,466   $       3,460  

Capital Expenditure  $         83,988   $         16,637   $     19,082  

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  $       289,187   $       179,800   $  207,975  
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Parish Financial Report for 2021     by Nicola O’Keefe 

 The Finance Committee is pleased to present the annual accounts for the 

parish for the year ended 31st December 2021. 

As a registered charity, we file an annual financial report to the Charities 

Commission in May/June each year, outlining similar information. 

We thank everyone who contributes to the parish, either financially or by 

offering their time and expertise. The pandemic has again placed a great 

deal of pressure on many families, and has continued to disrupt our usual 

parish gatherings, meetings and events for much of the year. 

As you can see from the report, (previous page) we have ended the year in a 

position of a small loss, with our expenses slightly exceeding our income.  

In another challenging year we are very happy to have achieved this result, 

which has resulted from the continued support of our regular donations. 

Last year we were lucky to receive the COVID wage subsidy, which this year 

we were not able to claim, to offset the continued rising cost of running our 

parish. However it is worthy of note that for the last few years we have only 

just been able to cover our expenses, and are therefore not in a position to 

put money aside for long-term maintenance projects such as painting, 

roofing, and replacement of electronics and appliances, which may become 

an issue for our parish in coming years. 

The 2021 focus for the finance committee has been on renovating the Tawa 

Presbytery, as required by the Archdiocese, to make it comfortable for our 

priests. Thank you to all those who have provided feedback and input to the 

plans. Over recent months we have been finalising the detailed design plans 

with our Architect, and undertaking Fire and Structural engineering          

assessments. We had been preparing to finalise plans and go to tender for 

builders to undertake the work. We are aware that this will be a difficult 

building project and also that builders and building materials will be in short 

supply for the foreseeable future. However, in recent weeks, a local       

property has come on the market, which may be a more suitable option. We 

are currently exploring whether purchasing this property is a better invest-

ment for our parish and will provide better accommodation for our Priests. 



27 

          Date 

Our 2022 focus will continue to be the relocation of our Priests to Tawa (by 

either renovating the Tawa Presbytery or purchasing a suitable property) 

and, at an appropriate time, the sale of the Titahi Bay Presbytery.  

We are also seeking new members for our committee, as many of our long

-serving members have, or are looking to, retire from the committee after 

many years dedicated service. If you would like to join the committee or to 

find out more, please speak to any member of the committee. (see below) 

We hope that this year the impacts of the pandemic continue to reduce 

across New Zealand and the world, and we are able to be able to continue 

to meet regularly and enjoy the sacraments and fellowship that are          

important to us. 

If you would like to discuss donating to the parish by planned giving or for 

any specific one of these expenses, please make contact with a member of 

the Finance Committee:   Father Rico de la Torre, Graeme Hansen (Chair), 

Denise Dorman, Ted Gallen, Patrick McGill, Nicola O’Keeffe (Treasurer) 

Contact can be made through the parish office:  

 Phone 232 5611 or ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz 

 

Mass Times in Nearby Parishes 
 

Saturday vigil        5:00pm St Andrew’s Newlands 

         5:30pm St Pius X, Titahi Bay 

         6:00pm St Teresa’s, Plimmerton & Holy Family, Porirua 

Sunday        8:30am Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa 

         9:00 am St Benedict’s, Khandallah 

         9:30am St Teresa’s, Plimmerton & Holy Family, Porirua 

       10:00am Te Ngākau Tapu (Māori Mass)  

       10:30am Our Lady of Fatima, Tawa  

       10:30am Sts Peter & Paul Johnsonville         

         5:15pm Te Ngākau Tapu (English Mass) 

         7:00pm St Pius X, Titahi Bay  Not Vaccine Pass mandated 

 Note:  Ohariu parish masses may be replaced by Liturgy of the Word 
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Mark Lenihan turned 100 on 28 January 2022 

making him one of the oldest surviving Our 

Lady of Hope parishioners.  

Mark and his wife Frances’ history with the 

parish dates back to 1952 when they          

purchased a section at 11 Coates Street,     

Linden.   A lot of change has taken place since 

1952, but Mark and Frances were there for all 

the early milestones in the parish under     

original parish priest, Fr. Leo Connor. This 

includes the original church in Rewa Terrace, 

arrival of St Francis Xavier Primary School, the 

construction of the current church in the mid-

1960s and the arrival of Viard College in the 

late 1960s.      Mark and Frances lived at Coates Street for 34 years, then relocated 

to 2 Nathan Street for a further 33 years. They raised their three sons in the parish.  

Mark’s wife Frances died on 10 October 2021, aged 96. They were happily married 

for 73 years.      Turning 100 is still a relatively select club. There were 537 women 

and 111 men in New Zealand aged 100 and over, according to the 2018 Census. 

Mark’s mother Helena had earlier matched the feat of reaching 100 in 1997.  

Turning 100 is an occasion many families are not fortunate enough to celebrate 

once, let alone twice. The Lenihan clan had the privilege of celebrating the wonder-

ful occasion with Mark with his three sons, sister-in-law, three grandchildren and 

two great-grandchildren.     

Celebrating 100 Years!         by  Owen Lenihan 
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Name of child   Parents     Date  

Mia Maria Faith Vatulawa  Luisa & Sakeasi Vatulawa   14 November 2021 

 Eliz M Gorospe   Rachel & Marvin Gorospe   21 November 2021 

 Justina Jade Mele Bond and Isabella Maria Sila Bond  
    Apelila Bond & Reuben Leiataua  27 November 2021 

 Marco Louie Meo   Dailyn & Patrick Meo   6 December 2021 

 Eliana Claires Agujar  Rosemarie & Benedict Agujar  11 December 2021 

 Kiara Kamilla J Cordero  Pamela & Brian Cordero   11 December 2021 

 Gabriel E Buenaagua  Marie & Tristan Buenaagua  12 December 2021 

 Elizabeth Marie O’Riley  Clare & Matthew O’Riley   18 December 2021 

 Arthur Leon Valenzuela  Katrina & Eddrex Valenzuela  27 December 2021 

 Asher Cruz Rodrick   Denise & Haydon Rodrick   22 January 2022 

 Georgie Frederick Michael Burvill  
    Lynsey & Michael Burvill   23 January 2022 

 
Robert (Bobby) Joseph Mahoney   18 December 2021 

Feliza Pimentel Fernandez    17 February 2022 

Deaths 

Baptisms 

Parish Notices  - Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 

Truly, it is in darkness that one 
finds the light, so when we are 
in sorrow, then this light is 
nearest to all of us. 

  Meister Eckhart 
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If you are new to the parish, Welcome! 

Please introduce yourself to the celebrant, another parishioner,  

or call the parish office   9:30am -12:00pm Tuesday-Friday  phone: (04) 232 5611 

or email: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz 

 
 

 

Fr Rico de la Torre - parish priest, Marie Prescott -  chair; Telesia Alaimoana, Lagi 

Anamani; Jane Bolton; Raymond Fernando; Dorothy Jansen (St Pius X School rep); 

Ray Lindsay; Rupi Mapusua; and Litea Meli. 
 

 

 

Fr Rico de la Torre - parish priest, Graeme Hansen - chair, Denise Dorman, Ted 

Gallen,  Patrick McGill, Nicola O’Keeffe. 

 

 

 

Joshua Catholic Fellowship for Men,  Third Thurs. 7:30 pm, at Loaves & Fishes 

Monthly luncheons in Tawa church foyer,  First Tuesday of each month. 

Marian Mothers - 2nd Monday am each month - see weekly newsletter 

Women of Faith  - 2nd Tuesday am each month  - see weekly newsletter 

 

Other events:  check website calendar or newsletters:  www.ourladyofhope.org.nz  

 

We hope you enjoyed reading this issue of Stories of Hope. 

When you've finished reading it, why not pass it on to a friend? 

We need your input.  Keep those contributions coming!! 

New Parishioners 

Regular events 

Current Parish Pastoral Council Members 

Current Finance Committee Members 
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This edition of Stories of Hope is sponsored by 

Ninness Funeral Home 
17 Kenepuru Drive, Porirua  ph: 04 237 4174  fax: 04 237 4172 

email: info@ninness.co.nz   Web site: http://ninness.co.nz.   

Your Catholic Funeral 

Ninness Funeral Home is totally committed to working with you, your parish priest 

or lay pastoral leader, to ensure that your loved ones and your wishes are carried 

out in a dignified and reverent way. 

At Ninness, we are very sensitive to your Catholic tradition and will be able to guide 

you through the various parts of the Order of Christian Funerals, which is where we 

are guided in the ways of the Catholic community’s rites of farewell.  

At the time of death, the community enters into a time of accompanying you on 

this journey of leave-taking.  Our belief in the resurrection enables us to grieve with 

hope and it is this reality that forms the focus of the celebration of your loved one’s 

life. 

Throughout the celebration of a Requiem Mass (sometimes called the Funeral 

Mass) or a Funeral Service, the focus is on the consolation of the family and the 

certainty that Jesus is with us as we mourn the loss of a loved family and 

community member. 

From the time of death to the time of interment or cremation, a ‘walking with you’ 

takes place within the Catholic community.  

 

Shuttle Service to Whenua Tapu Cemetery 

Ninness Funeral Home provides a complimentary shuttle service for people who 

either do not have their own transport or where the cemetery is not on a public 

transport route. The shuttle runs to Whenua Tapu cemetery every month (excluding 

December)  on the last Wednesday. 

Whenua Tapu Shuttle - dates for  the coming months 

 Wednesday –  30 March 

 Wednesday –  27 April 

 Wednesday  - 25 May 
 

The shuttle will collect you from your gate or local bus stop.  

Reserve a seat by phoning (04) 237 4174 no later than 12 noon on 

the Tuesday prior to the shuttle leaving.   

http://www.ninness.co.nz/
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