
2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C - 24 APRIL 2022 

PEACE BE WITH YOU 
  

THE OUTPOURING OF God’s love and mercy flows throughout 
this Sunday’s liturgy.  The joy of resurrection that we celebrate in 
this Easter season rings out in the words of praise that we repeat 
with jubilation in today’s Psalm: ‘Give thanks to the Lord for he is 
good, His love has no end’.  It reminds us that in the midst of dark 
and challenging times, the presence of the risen Christ is a comfort 
in our distress. 

 In the First Reading, we hear how the early Church, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, gather together to worship, bringing the risen Lord’s 
healing to all who seek it.  St John, writing from the place where he 
was imprisoned for his beliefs, describes a vision of God’s endless 
living love (Second Reading).  The risen Christ is the Alpha and the 
Omega: the Eternal One stands with us, encouraging us to not be 
afraid. 

 Shortly after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the disciples 
are hiding, fearful of what might happen to them (Gospel).  Jesus 
appears among them in the midst of their fear, his presence 
bringing them peace.  Thomas is not there, and cannot believe what 
he is told.  Eight days later, Jesus 
stands among them again, and the 
reality of the resurrection is revealed 
to Thomas, too. 

 Today, Jesus stands alongside 
us, tenderly drawing us out from 
doubt and disbelief.  He has breathed 
his Holy Spirit upon us.  Just as he 
sent the disciples two thousand years 
ago, today he sends us out, to bring 
peace and healing to a fractured, 
hurting world.  Let us pray for that 
peace that only Christ can bring, in 
our hearts, in our communities and in 
our world. 



EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW 
(Quotes from the past) 
 
 
The Paschal Homily of St John Chrysostom 
 

I F ANY BE a devout lover of God, let him partake with gladness from this 
fair and radiant feast. 
If any be a faithful servant, let him enter rejoicing into the joy of his Lord.  

If any have wearied himself with fasting, let him now enjoy his reward.  If any 
have laboured from the first hour, let him receive today his rightful due.  If 
any have come after the third, let him celebrate the feast with thankfulness. If 
any have come after the sixth, let him not be in doubt, for he will suffer no 
loss.  If any have delayed until the ninth, let him not hesitate but draw near. 
 If any have arrived only at the eleventh, let him not be afraid because 
he comes so late.  For the Master is generous and accepts the last even as 
the first.  He gives rest to him who comes at the eleventh hour in the same 
way as him who has laboured from the first. 
 Let none fear death; for death of the Saviour has set us free.  He has 
destroyed death by undergoing death.  He has despoiled hell by descending 
into hell.  He vexed it even as it tasted of His flesh.  Isaiah foretold this when 
he cried: Hell was filled with bitterness when it met Thee face to face below; 
Hell is angered, for it was brought to nothing; Hell is angered, for it was 
mocked; Hell is angered, for it was overthrown; Hell is angered, for it was put 
in chains.  Hell received a body, and encountered God.  It received earth, and 
confronted heaven. 
 O death, where is your sting?  O hell, where is your victory?  Christ is 
risen!  And you, O Death, are annihilated! 
 Christ is risen!  And the evil ones are cast down! 
 Christ is risen!  And the angels rejoice! 
 Christ is risen!  And life is liberated! 
 Christ is risen!  And the tomb is emptied of its dead; for Christ having 
risen from the dead, is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.  To Him be Glory and Power, now and forever, and from all ages to 
all ages.  Amen! 

Daily Readings: 25April - 1 May 

Monday: John 12:23-28; Tuesday: Mark 16:15-20; Wednesday: John 3:16-21; 

Thursday: John 12:26; Friday: John 6:1-15; Saturday: John 6:16-21; 
3rd Sunday of Easter, Year C: Acts 5:27-32,40-41; Psalm 30; Apocalypse 5:11-14; 

John 21:1-19 

Reconciliation is available  
at any time by appointment - please phone  

(04) 232 5611 or text 021 205 6476. 

Parish Priest: Fr Rico de la Torre Ph: 021 205 6476 
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee Ph: 232 5611 169 Main Road, Tawa 
 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon   
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Marie Prescott Ph: 232 7679 
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson:  Graeme Hansen Ph: 232 4360 
 
Marist Sisters: Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney Ph: 232 5151  
 
St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal Ph: 232 8927 
St Pius X School:  Philippa Matla, Acting Principal Ph: 236 7006 
Bishop Viard College: Chris Theobald, Principal Ph: 237 5248 

MASSES: Novena for Holy Souls (23-1 May). 

 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Magdalen Walters (25); Ita Kemsley (26); Evelyn 
Falvey (27); Cora Paddison, Emily Sutherland (28); Geoffrey Merson, Rev Fr Albert 
Krielen, Morton Wilson (29); Kevin O’Rourke, Ian Morley, Mary McKenna, Bebe 
Gallagher, Elizabeth Dorgan (30); Mary Taylor, Mark Waite, Kolotita Tomasi, 
Samuel Langham, John Nelson, Les Denham (1). 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Bernard (Bernie) Leo O’Callaghan, RIP 18 April. 

His Requiem was held at St Pius X Church on Friday. 
Dominique (Nick) Hawinkels, RIP 19 April. 

His Requiem was held at Our Lady of Fatima Church on Friday. 
 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  Amen 

R.I.P 

25 APRIL - 1 MAY: MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

Registration and Vaccination Passes no longer required 

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
CHURCH TAWA 

ST PIUS X CHURCH, 
TITAHI BAY 

Monday 9am Mass  

Tuesday 9am Mass  

Wednesday 9am Mass 
9.30am-9pm Adoration 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 10am Mass 

Friday 9am Mass  

Saturday 9am Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 8.30 and 10.30am Mass 7pm Mass discontinued 

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass 

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS/WEEKLY COLLECTION 
17 April 2022 - $ 

This amount does not include Bank Automatic payments or direct debit payments. 



NZ CATHOLIC 
We are providing, free of charge, a digital link to our latest 
issue (24 April - 7 May) which has the following headlines 
in it: Marist seminary faces repair job.  Vatican ‘no miracle’ 
Aubert ruling.  NZ theologian saddened at softening attitude 
to blasphemy.  More Catholic military chaplains wanted in 

NZ.  
https://indd.adobe.com/view/3fa6ad33-b255-4dc6-b270-
7d281d530553 

 
Please enjoy reading New Zealand’s only national Catholic newspaper. 

JOSHUA WELLINGTON 
Invites men to join us on Thursday 28 April starting at 
7.30pm sharp followed by a cuppa.  Venue: Loaves and 
Fishes next to Anglican Cathedral of St Paul, Cnr Hill and 
Molesworth Streets.  Speaker: Peter Ewart SM, Chaplain for Joshua Wellington 
on the Joshua 2022, 3-in-1 theme: “Fix your eyes on Jesus … Faith, Present Jesus 
to the World; … Love: Seeing beyond the storm …; Hope” 
Want to know more?  Ring Steve Ready 027 356 9555 or  email: 
joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

The Ode to the Fallen 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them.  We will remember them. 

DIVINE MERCY CELEBRATIONS 
All are invited to join in the celebration of the Divine Mercy 
today, Sunday 24 April after 10.30am Mass at Our Lady of 
Fatima Church.  The celebration will have the blessing of 
religious objects, the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy and  
Veneration of the Divine Mercy image.  Reconciliation will be 
available from 9.45am through to Mass starting at 10.30am.  
Reconciliation will be in the Crying room.  Refreshments and 
nibbles will be served after the service. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office will remain closed until at least next Wednesday, 27 April 
due to Covid.  However, emails will be regularly checked. 
The issuing of tax receipts, new sets of Planned Giving envelopes, and 
rosters for various Church ministries will be delayed. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE  
Baptism Preparation will be held on Saturday, 7 May at 10am in the 
Our Lady of Fatima Church meeting Room.  It is a pre-baptism 
requirement that you attend a preparation course. 
So if you’re planning on having a baptism, please register your 
intention to attend the course by contacting the Parish Office 232 
5611 or ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz.  Please do not just turn up in case 
there has been a change in time or venue. 

TUESDAY LUNCHEON 
The Tuesday luncheons will resume on Tuesday, 3 May at 12 noon in 
the foyer of Our Lady of Fatima church, as we can once again gather 
under the Orange traffic light. 
The MOH website says you do not need to wear a face mask 
when attending a gathering, but it is encouraged. 
We are always happy to welcome new people to join us in meeting 
other parishioners in a friendly atmosphere.  So if you’re 60 years and 
over, do come and enjoy. 
We need to know how many people are coming for catering purposes, 
so to make a booking please phone Kate on 232 9754 or Trish on 022 
5283 071 no later than Sunday evening 1 May.  Late bookings can only 
be taken if there are cancellations.  For a cancellation on the day of the 
luncheon, phone Jane on 232 5611. 
We ask for $5 to cover the cost, and look forward to seeing you there! 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/3fa6ad33-b255-4dc6-b270-7d281d530553
https://indd.adobe.com/view/3fa6ad33-b255-4dc6-b270-7d281d530553


SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2022 - Time to Enrol 
Your child 
Each year, our children are invited to continue their faith 
journey through joining the Parish Sacramental 
programme, which includes making their First 
Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 
 For each sacrament, children and their parents or 
guardians join others for learning sessions which will 
begin in late May/June.  You are warmly invited to 
register your child/children.  There will be sign up forms in both our churches 
and also at St Francis Xavier and St Pius X Catholic schools. 
 Please enrol your child/children as soon as possible.  Enrolment packs are 
also available from the Parish Office. 
 You can also email Marie Andrewartha and include 
 - your child’s name and age 
 - your name 
 - your contact phone number 
 Children must be 8 years of age or over and have been baptized. 
 Sessions will be on Sundays at 4pm, at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa.   
 
The programme begins with … 
- Family Afternoon: (Date, time and venue to be confirmed).  This is for  
all the family, a crèche will be available for under 6s.  Bring food for a shared 
lunch and some photos or special things from your child’s Baptism eg. 
candle, gown etc (This day is a special part of the programme and it is 
important that you and your child attend).  Please let Marie Andrewartha 
know if you will have children using the crèche. 
 
- Enrolment Mass: (Date, time and venue to be confirmed) 
 
- First Reconciliation: (Date, time and venue to be confirmed) 
 
- Combined Confirmation & 1st Holy Communion Mass: (Date, time 

and venue to be confirmed) 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions: 021 476 153 or 
m.g.andrewartha@gmail.com           Thanks, Marie Andrewartha 

PA MARIA MARIST SPIRITUALITY CENTRE, THORNDON 
Events coming up: Spiritual Theology Course: “Death and After Death”, 5 
Tuesday evenings beginning 3 May.  Winter Film Series: “Born in the 
Shadows: A Spirituality for Living in Today’s World”, 5 Monday evenings 
beginning 6 June OR 5 Thursday evenings beginning 9 June. 
For further information and/or to register, please contact Brian Cummings 
SM at bgcummings@xtra.co.nz 

WE ARE IN THE ORANGE TRAFFIC LIGHT 
SYSTEM 

 
 
As New Zealand moved to the Orange traffic light at 11.59pm on 13 
April, it now means that gatherings can go ahead without any limits 
on the number of people allowed to attend.  There is no requirement 
to scan/sign in (although people can, if they wish).  Vaccine Passes are 
no longer required. 
 
The only current rule is: 
- people aged over 12 years of age MUST continue to wear face 

masks in our churches (unless you have an exemption card). 
 
We ask your help in letting friends and family know that there is no 
longer a registration system for attending Mass.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend and no one will be turned away due to numbers. 

ROSTERS for OUR LADY OF FATIMA and ST 
PIUS X CHURCHES 
 
As we are now at the Orange Traffic light level and 
there are no longer restrictions on numbers attending 
Mass, regular rosters will return for:  Greeters, 
Readers, Prayer Leaders, Eucharistic Ministers  
and Flowers from the start of May. 
 

Hopefully all our current volunteers will be happy continuing their ministry 
in these roles.  However, if you wish to take a break, or know you’ll be 
unavailable between 1 May-25 Sep, please email the office by 26 April. 
 
If you would like to join any of these ministries at both our Parish churches, 
we happily welcome new comers.  Please email your name, contact details 
and what ministry you’d like to join by 26 April. 
 

Having people available to assist and share the load in these uncertain 
times is vital. 

 
Thanks, 
Jane Lee, Parish Secretary 
 

Email: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz; phone 232 5611 to please leave a message 


