
ASCENSION OF THE LORD, YEAR C - 29 MAY 2022 

I am with you always! 
  

A 
S CHRIST ASCENDS to heaven, he commissions us to be his 
living message of hope, love, and compassion in a world 
crying out for healing.  Christ is the head of the Church and 

we are the body, filled with his wisdom and power to transform all 
creation (Second Reading). 
 We are not left to struggle on our own.  The risen Christ fills us 
with his Holy Spirit so that we who believe are his witnesses to the 
ends of the earth (First Reading).  Jesus’ disciples do not dwell on 
their loss at his departing from their sight, but are instead full of joy 
at the realisation that he is now with them forever (Gospel).  The 
Psalm, using words, songs and actions of joy and exultation, brings 
us to the heart of the event we celebrate today. 
 The readings and liturgy for this wonderful feast day invite us 
all to share in the amazement of those first disciples of Jesus, so that 
we, too, can become like them - joyful followers of Christ.  This 
week, we might pray for the opportunity to proclaim the joy of the 
Good News to as many people as possible. 
 
 

During the month of May, Rosary will be said: 15 minutes 
before Vigil Mass; at the end of 8.30 Mass; 15 minutes 

before 10.30 Mass. 



EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW 

(Quotes from the past) 
 
 
As Jesus blessed them he was carried up to heaven.  
(Jn 13:34) 
 

A 
ND SO OUR LORD Jesus Christ has opened up for us a new 
and living way, as Paul says, “not by entering a sanctuary 
made with hands, but by entering heaven itself to appear 

before God on our behalf.”  For Christ has not ascended in order to 
make his own appearance before God the Father.  He was, is, and ever 
will be in the Father and in the sight of him from whom he receives 
his being, for he is his Father’s unfailing joy. 
 But now the Word, who had never before been clothed in 
human nature, has ascended as a man to show himself in a strange 
and unfamiliar fashion.  And he has done this on our account and in 
our name, so that being like us, though with his power as the Son, 
and hearing the command, “Sit at my right hand,” as a member of our 
race, he might transmit to all of us the glory of being children of God. 
 For since he became man it is as one of us that he sits at the 
right hand of God the Father, even though he is above all creation 
and one in substance with his Father, having truly come forth from 
him as God from God and Light from Light. 
 As man then he appeared before the Father on our behalf, to 
enable us whom original sin had excluded from his presence once 
more to see the Father’s face.  As the Son he took his seat to enable 
us as sons and daughters through him to be called children of God.  - 
St Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on John’s Gospel 

30 May - 5 June 

Monday: John 16:29-33; Tuesday: Luke 1:39-56; Wednesday: John 17:11-19; 

Thursday: John 17:20-26; Friday: John 21:15-19; Saturday: John 21:20-25; 
Pentecost, Year C: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13; 

John 20:19-23 

Reconciliation is available  
at any time by appointment - please phone  

(04) 232 5611 or text 021 205 6476. 

Parish Priest: Fr Rico de la Torre Ph: 021 205 6476 
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee Ph: 232 5611 169 Main Road, Tawa 
 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon   
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Marie Prescott Ph: 232 7679 
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson:  Graeme Hansen Ph: 232 4360 
 
Marist Sisters: Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney Ph: 232 5151  
 
St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal Ph: 232 8927 
St Pius X School:  Philippa Matla, Acting Principal Ph: 236 7006 
Bishop Viard College: Chris Theobald, Principal Ph: 237 5248 

MASSES: Thanksgiving Mass (3). 
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Theary Highsted (1); Joy O’Connor (5). 

 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Richard Phelan, Miimetua Misitea, Lexi Parker-
Arthurs, Christopher de Veld, Robert Costa (30); William Greig, Patrick Moroney, 
Mary Rattigan (31); Bridget Hynes, Frank Oppelt, Pierce Grace, Theary Highsted, 
Joyce Walters, Hilda Leigh (1); Ronice McGuinness, John Scott (2); Antony Friel, 
Mary Glynn, Patricia O’Gorman, Ludwik Kowalewski, Theodora Pronk (3); 

Alexandra Ross, Ellen Amyes (4); Mabel McErlain, Harold Webster, Thomas Sharp, Robert 
Thompson, Rosalie Duncan (5). 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  Amen 

R.I.P 

30 MAY - 5 JUNE: MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

Registration and Vaccination Passes no longer required 

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
CHURCH TAWA 

ST PIUS X CHURCH, 
TITAHI BAY 

Monday 9am Mass  

Tuesday 9am Mass  

Wednesday 9am Mass 
9.30am-9pm Adoration 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 10am Mass 

Friday 9am Mass  

Saturday 9am Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 8.30 and 10.30am Mass  

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass 

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS/WEEKLY COLLECTION 
22 May 2022 - $1,120.90 

This amount does not include Bank Automatic payments or direct debit payments. 



EVERYDAY MISSIONARY 
(check out https://vocationvacationz.squarespace.com/) 
 

Today’s column is a little different, as I would like to 
give you an update on my plans for the year ahead, 
and my discernment of Religious Life. 
 
On 4 June, I’m taking my ‘everyday missionary’ life 
on the road, and heading up to Auckland to begin a 
time of exploring the Religious Orders of our country! 
 

My mission is to raise the profile of Catholic Religious Orders in New 
Zealand, helping other young people (particularly young women) know that 
Religious Life is an option, is attractive, and does exist in our country.  In my 
preparations I’ve actually discovered that there are at least 30 female Orders 
in NZ - and that doesn’t include the men!  I will be visiting as many as 
possible during the rest of this year. 
 

You can learn more about how I hope to achieve this, and follow along on 
my journey through my website: https://vocationvacationz.squarespace.com/ 
There are also links to YouTube and Instagram for any younger people who 
might be interested! 
 

In a particular way, I would love to ask for your prayers and support - there 
is the opportunity to support me financially (for example helping cover the 
cost of petrol!), but you could also sign up to receive regular updates and 
prayer requests as one of my prayer warriors during my travels this year.  If 
you’d like to know more, please head to the ‘Support’ section of my website. 
 

God bless, and I look forward to keeping you updated! 

UPDATE FROM CARDINAL JOHN ON 
LITURGICAL PRACTICES IN ORANGE SETTING 

 

Below are extracts of a letter dated 20 May 2022 from Cardinal John.  
The full letter has been emailed to those who receive this newsletter and 
other parishioners can obtain a copy from the Parish Office, if they wish. 
 

“Now that we have been in the orange setting of the Covid-19 traffic light 
framework for some weeks, I think we can relax some of the restrictions 
which have been in place for Masses and other gatherings in parishes.   
 

These changes can take effect from next weekend 28-29 May: 
- Parishes may reintroduce singing.  This should be in moderation as it 

remains an activity which can potentially spread the virus, 
especially if people are not wearing masks properly. 

- Other practices suspended for Covid 19 such as children’s liturgy, 
offertory procession, passing the collection basket, cup of tea after 
Mass can resume. 

- Communion can be taken to the sick … Masks are to be worn. 
- Mask-wearing at Mass is to be strongly encouraged and is even more 

important when there is singing. 
- Normal cleaning practices can be resumed in the church and gathering 

spaces. 
- Social distancing is not required but people should be sensitive to 

those around them. 
 

These restrictions remain in place: 
- Communion under one kind and in the hand only; 
- contactless Sign of Peace; 
- no holy water in fonts; 
- masks must be worn by priest and ministers distributing 

communion. 
 

With the number of Covid 19 cases having reached a plateau, and in some 
places increasing again, we must continue to be vigilant about precautions 
to prevent the spread of the virus.  We need to manage the tension 
between returning to a more normal lifestyle and keeping the spread of 
the virus as low as possible. 
 

We must also think about the elderly and immune-compromised who may 
feel unable to come to Mass if they feel it is not safe.  Last week the 
Bishops decided to retain the dispensation from the Sunday Mass 
obligation as there is still a lot of Covid-19 in the community.” 



BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE  
Baptism Preparation will be held on Saturday, 4 June at 10am in the 
Our Lady of Fatima Church foyer.  It is a pre-baptism requirement 
that you attend a preparation course. 
So if you’re planning on having a baptism, please register your 
intention to attend the course by contacting the Parish Office 232 
5611 or ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz.  Please do not just turn up in case 
there has been a change in time or venue. 

TUESDAY LUNCHEON 
Once again we are very happy to invite you to our Tuesday luncheon.  It 
will be held on Tuesday, 7 June at 12 noon in the Our Lady of Fatima 
church foyer. 
If you have not been with us before and are 60 years and over, do come 
- you will enjoy it.  The winter months are upon us, so we will serve 
you a lovely soup.  We have sandwiches, cake and slices.  And there is, 
as always, some entertainment.  All this for you for $5 as a donation to 
cover the cost. 
For catering purposes we need to know how many people are attending, 
so please make a booking with Kate on 232 9754 or Peter on 232 8795 
no later than Sunday evening 5 June.  Late bookings can only be taken if 
there are cancellations. 
For a cancellation on the day of the luncheon, phone Jane in the office 
on 232 5611. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

NEW MEAL ROSTER: 2-15 June 2022 
 
Are you able to help out fellow parishioners by 
making a dinner?  This is a parish family with a new 
born baby.  Please follow the link to sign up and for 
the address, food needs and contact information: Take Them A Meal | Easy 
online meal sign ups to support your loved ones. 
Meals do not need to be fancy or expensive; just make something simple and 
delicious that you would usually have yourself. 

Many thanks, 
Rebekah Siave, OLOH Meal Roster Co-Ordinator - ph: 021 073 6829 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 
The Lamb of God Christian Community will be holding a Life in 
the Spirit Seminar (LSS) on 23 July (9.30am-4.30pm) and 24 July 
(1.30pm-4.30pm) at St John’s Anglican Church, 18 Bassett Road, 
Johnsonville.  This is open to anyone who is interested.  
Registration link: https://forms.gle/SvcjFkBPg7E8TiCb6 

For further info please contact: lifeinthespirit.log@gmail.com 

NZ CATHOLIC 
Now for sale in church foyers again.  Price: $4 (unchanged 
for eight years). 
Some headlines for this issue: New site for Auckland 
theologate campus.  Pastoral implications of legal euthanasia.  
Images of God for Pacific Women.  Kiwi priest’s healing 
ministry in Medjugorje. 

STORIES OF HOPE - Help Needed 
I hope you enjoyed your last magazine edition, all 
delivered by parish volunteers.  A few people have 
now had to stand down from this service and we now 
need at least two new people able to deliver 
magazines in Titahi Bay.  Another one for Porirua 
would also be helpful.  There are plenty of deliverers 
for the Tawa area. 
Most especially, a distribution co-ordinator is needed.  This is someone 
who would oversee the labelling and sorting of the magazines by a parish 
volunteer team and then allocate those magazines to the deliverers.  It takes 
several hours on just one day for each edition.  Training, as needed, will be 
given.  The next edition will be published late July. 
If you can help with any of these, please phone Jane on 232 7206 or email: 
magazine@ourladyofhope.org.nz 

ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE OPEN DAY TOURS - June 2022 
Tena koutou katoa 
It is with pleasure that I invite you to register to attend one of our 
Open Day Tours which are to be held on Tuesday 14 June between 
10am-11.30am and from 12.30pm-2pm, and again on Thursday 16 
June at the same times. 
To make a booking, please either email: admin@stpats.school.nz with your 
request or to make a booking yourself visit the St Patrick’s College website: 
https://www.stpats.school.nz 
 
On the front page of our website you will see a drop down menu labelled ‘Enrol” 
and if you click on that and scroll down, you will see a tab for Open Day.  Open 
this section and click on the Blue button - book here.  Enter your details and make 
your selection regarding day/time.  A reminder email will be sent closer to your 
booked day. 
Open Day is a chance for parents to visit our College and learn about the 
opportunities and experiences that we offer across Years 9 to 13. 
   Mike Savali 
   Tumuaki/Rector 

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=BMRQ6162&v=8e4027aabf
https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=BMRQ6162&v=8e4027aabf
https://www.stpats.school.nz/

