
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C - 4 SEPTEMBER 2022 

The Fathers of our Lives 
 

W 
AIT, DIDN’T JESUS SAY in Mt 23:9 “call no man 
your father on earth, for you have one Father, 
who is in heaven”?  Are we wantonly 

disregarding our Lord?  Of course, this shouldn’t be 
taken literally, as we will find in the Bible that Jesus 
himself, Luke, Paul, James and John used the word 
“father” at some point.  I can provide ample Bible verses 
for that, but we don’t have enough space.  You can find them in many 
Catholic apologetics websites anyway. 
 Surely, Jesus and the apostles understood the point that God the Father is 
the ultimate source of authority and is warning us against pridefully desiring 
honorific title for its own sake.  Some are concerned that Catholics calling 
priests “fathers” leads to clericalism, sex abuse, etc.  It could; yet, abuses have 
also been reported in other churches and faiths that do not call their spiritual 
leaders “fathers”.  Perhaps, it is not in the title “father” that the problem lies 
but more on the leader him/herself? 
 The link between spiritual fatherhood and priesthood was well understood 
even in the Old Testament times.  Judges 17:10 reads: “And Micah said to [the 
Levite], ‘Stay with me, and be to me a father and a priest, …’”  In our Second 
Reading (Philemon) today (cf v.10) as St Paul calls himself “father” to 
Onesimus, we see how the early Church understood spiritual fatherhood in 
the context of Christian life and ministry. 
 This Father’s Day let us strive to reclaim what fatherhood—biological or 
spiritual—is really all about: not of the irresponsible, abusive, fathers that 
some heartbreakingly and terribly have become.  Let us support all fathers 
that they may follow the example of our loving Heavenly Father whose 
charism all fathers must strive for. 
 I was bantering with an older priest over a bottle of beer.  He said, “So, 
your dad died when he was 55.  He was young.  Nagsi-cigarillo?  (Did he 
smoke?)” I replied, “Nunca  (Never).” 
  “Ibang bisyo  (Other vices)?” 
  “None that I know of.  Was a very pious man.” 
   “Nag-iinum  (Was into alcohol)?” 
  “Dai po  (No).” 
  “Bueno…  Ad multos annos.  [Well … to many years].  Cheers.”  *clink* 
 I might outlive my dad. 
 
 Cheers and Blessings to all the awesome dads! 
 Rico Angelo 



EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW 

(Quotes from the past) 
 

Anyone of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:33) 

  

T 
HE TRADITION OF THE Fathers and the authority of holy 
scripture both affirm that there are three renunciations which 
every one of us must strive to practice.  To these let us turn our 

attention. 
 First, on the material level, we have to despise all worldly wealth 
and possessions; secondly, we must reject our former way of life with 
its vices and attachments, both physical and spiritual; and thirdly, we 
should withdraw our mind from all that is transitory and visible to 
contemplate solely what lies in the future and to desire what is 
unseen.  … 
 It avails little to undertake the first of these renunciations, even 
with wholehearted devotion inspired by faith, unless we carry out the 
second with the same zeal and fervour. 
 Then having accomplished this as well we shall be able to go on 
to the third, whereby we leave the house of our former father, of him 
who fathered us as members of a fallen race, “children of wrath like 
everyone else,” and turn our inward gaze solely toward heavenly 
things. 
 We shall attain to the perfection of this third renunciation when 
our mind, no longer dulled by contact with a pampered body, has 
been cleansed by the most searching refinement from every worldly 
sentiment and attitude, and raised by constant meditation on divine 
things and spiritual contemplation to the realm of the invisible. 
 It will then lose all awareness of the frail body enclosing it or of 
the place it occupies, so absorbed will it be by things divine and 
spiritual.  - St John Cassian, Conference 3 

5-11 September 

Monday: Luke 6:6-11; Tuesday: Luke 6:12-19; Wednesday: Luke 6:20-26; 

Thursday: Matthew 1:1-16,18-23; Friday: Luke 6:39-42; Saturday: Luke 6:43-49; 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: Exodus 32:7-11,13-14; Psalm 51;  

1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32 

Reconciliation is available before Vigil and 
Sunday Masses or by appointment - please 
phone (04) 232 5611 or text 021 205 6476. 

Parish Priest: Fr Rico de la Torre Ph: 021 205 6476 
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee Ph: 232 5611 169 Main Road, Tawa 
 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon   
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Marie Prescott Ph: 232 7679 
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson:  Graeme Hansen Ph: 232 4360 
 
Marist Sisters: Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney Ph: 232 5151  
 
St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal Ph: 232 8927 
St Pius X School:  Philippa Matla, Acting Principal Ph: 236 7006 
Bishop Viard College: Chris Theobald, Principal Ph: 237 5248 

MASSES: Thanksgiving (3); Thanksgiving (10). 

 
ANNIVERSARIES: Pauline Morrison (7); Fr Des Moosman (10). 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: John Ramsay, Reg Brown, Daniel McCaul, 
Caroline Young, Jill Scott (5); Maria Bullen, Graham Pohl (6); Rochelle Burke, John 
O’Flaherty, Bradley Inwood, Salvador Arroyo (7); Anneliese Resch, Nancy Hughes, 
Irene Wulff (8); Florence Bell, Peter Hurnen, Jack Critchley (9); Harold Morgan, Fr 
Desmond Moosman (10); Mary McCarthy, Margaret Gilroy, Michael Conroy, Frances 
King, Beryl Reynolds (11). 
 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  Amen 

R.I.P 

5-11 SEPTEMBER: MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

Registration and Vaccination Passes no longer required 

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
CHURCH TAWA 

ST PIUS X CHURCH, 
TITAHI BAY 

Monday 9am Mass  

Tuesday 9am Mass  

Wednesday 9am Mass 
9.30am-9pm Adoration 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 10am Mass 

Friday 9am Mass  

Saturday 9am Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 8.30 and 10.30am Mass  

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass 

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS/WEEKLY COLLECTION 
29 August 2022 - $1,314.50 

This amount does not include Bank Automatic payments or direct debit payments. 



NZ CATHOLIC (Issue 28 August-10 September) 
Now for sale in church foyers again.  Price: $4 (unchanged for eight 
years).  Some headlines for this issue: National synod synthesis sent 
to Rome.  Archbishop Martin welcomed to Wellington.  Advocate 
hopes for better deal for the homeless.  St Joseph’s Home of 
Compassion elder care to close 

SEASON OF CREATION 
This is a Christian event that wishes to celebrate, pray for 
and encourage the faithful to do all in their power to uphold 
all that the Lord asks of us in being custodians of our world. 
We will celebrate this event online on 11 September at 7pm 
by answering the call to reach out to as many people as 
possible with this urgent message. 

The people who will be linking up with us are from: Australia wide, NZ, 
New Caledonia, Fiji, Wallis and Futuna. 
This is the link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84773680947   Alternatively, you 
can use the ID 84773680947.  For more info, contact Ian on 022 544 3872 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES 
Registrations are open for the final two marriage preparation 
courses for 2022. 
Archdiocesan Course: “Love is a Decision” - 30 Oct & 6 Nov. 
Engaged Encounter: 15 and 16 October. 

Please contact Felicity at marriage@wn.catholic.org.nz for more information. 

VACANCIES IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 

- Social Worker at Catholic Social Services (Wellington) 

- Hospital Chaplain - Wellington Hospital 

- Community Facilitator at Catholic Social Services 

For more information on these vacancies, please refer to the 
Archdiocesan website: www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_community/
vacancies-2/ 

JOSHUA WELLINGTON 
Joshua Wellington invites men to join us on Thursday 15 
September starting at 7.30pm sharp followed by a cuppa.  
Venue: Loaves and Fishes next to Anglican Cathedral of 
St Paul, Cnr Hill and Molesworth Streets. 

Talk on: “As for me and my house …” then prayer ministry: Michael Powell.  
Want to know more?  Ring Steve Ready 027 356 9555 or email: 
joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

CELEBRATION - 20 YEARS 
TUESDAY LUNCHEONS 

 
We are happy to announce that for 20 years 
we have had the Tuesday luncheons in our 
parish.  It has always been a lovely parish 
social for the older parishioners.  Over the 

years, many people have attended. 
So, we are celebrating this milestone on Tuesday 6 September at 
12 noon in the Our Lady of Fatima church foyer.  No sandwiches 
and cakes this time, but a special lunch and dessert.  Do come, 
you will enjoy it. 
For a booking, please phone Kate on 232 9754 or Peter on 232 
8795, no later than Sunday evening 4 September.  Late bookings 
can only be taken if there are cancellations.  For a cancellation on 
the day of the luncheon, phone Jane in the office on 232 5611. 
We ask for $6 to cover the cost.  We are looking forward to 
seeing you there! 

Dear God, 
please bless all fathers in our lives. 

Guide them to be good role models and 
loving to their families. 

Help them to be a father like you are. 
Give them patience and grace to handle 

situations in a loving way.  Amen 
 
 

BLESSING FOR FATHERS (from the Rite of Baptism) 
God is the giver of all life, human and divine.  May he bless the father 
of this child.  He and his wife will be the first teachers of their 
children in the ways of faith.  May they be also the best of teachers, 
bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  Amen. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84773680947


ROSTERS for OUR LADY OF FATIMA and 
ST PIUS X CHURCHES 

 

Would Y O U like to assist at Vigil or Sunday 
Masses? 

 

We are looking for people to assist with the 
following:  

- read (proclaim the Good News) 

- prayer lead/operate the data projector 

- collectors (pass around the collection baskets before the Offertory) 

- offertory procession (bring the offerings to the altar) 

- Eucharistic Ministers (assist Father with distribution of communion) 

- flowers (prepare flowers for altar at either Titahi Bay or Tawa church) 

Training and assistance will be provided, as required, for these ministries. 
 
Ideally, the more people who volunteer, the less number of turns each person 
will have. 
 
If you would like to join any of these ministries at either Parish church, we 
would happily welcome you.  Please email your name, contact details and 
what ministry you’d like to join by 12 September. 
 
Having people available to assist and share the load  is vital to bringing the 

Mass alive. 
 
Thanks, 
Jane Lee, Parish Secretary 
 

Email: 

OUR LADY OF HOPE YOUNG READERS 
The Our Lady of Hope Parish young readers will have a  
reading practice meeting on Saturday, 10 September at 
4pm at St Pius X Church. 
Please contact Kingsley on: 
kingsley.ihejirika2015@gmail.com or phone: 021 085 
90918 for more information. 

MARIAN MOTHER’S GROUP SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 
On Monday 12 September at 10am, we will be meeting.  The topic is 
“Our Marist Memories and Connections,” and looks at how St Peter 
Channel’s relic came to be where it is now. 
We are a group of “young mothers” who meet to share how our 
month has gone, using the Marist Laity material as a guide. 
If anyone needs a ride, please contact Mary Rayner: 021 120 4717. 

Saint Pius X School 
 

Super Spring September 

Quiz Night 
 

Friday 9 September 6-9pm, St Pius X School hall 

‘S’ theme - team dress up 

BYO 
 

$100 per table (max 8 per team)  Get in quick to 

secure your table by emailing the school office with 

your team name and contact person to book your table.  

A/c no: 12-3254-0024102-00 (for table payment) 

 

Available to purchase on the night - please bring CASH for 

-  raffles 

-  “BUY AN ANSWER” 

-  Suppers and dessert 

-  Non-alcoholic beverages 

 

Thank you for supporting St Pius X tamariki with their end 

of year celebrations for our leaving Year 6 students. 


