
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR A - 30 APRIL 2023 

United yet Distinct Gifts 
 

T 
HE WORLD DAY OF Prayer for Vocations was established by Saint 
Paul VI in 1964, in order to assist God’s people to respond to the 
call and mission that the Lord entrusts to each of us.  This year 

Pope Francis asks us to reflect and pray for vocations, guided by this 
year’s theme: “Vocation: Grace and Mission”. 
 Our vocation is both a gift and a commitment to bring the Gospel to 
others.  What does it mean?  Let’s hear it from the Pope himself: 
 Within the Church, all of us are servants, in accordance with the 
variety of our vocations, charisms and ministries.  Our common vocation 
to give ourselves in love develops and finds concrete expression in the life 
of lay men and women, devoted to raising a family as a small domestic 
church and working as a leaven of the Gospel to renew the different 
sectors of society; in the testimony of consecrated women and men who 
are completely committed to God for the sake of their brothers and sisters 
as a prophetic sign of the kingdom of God; in ordained ministers - 
deacons, priests and bishops - placed at the service of preaching, prayer 
and fostering the communion of the holy People of God. 
 Only in relation with all the others, does any particular vocation in the 
Church fully disclose its true nature and richness.  Viewed in this light, the 
Church is a vocational “symphony”, with every vocation united yet 
distinct, in harmony and joined together in “going forth” to radiate 
throughout the world the new life of the kingdom of God.  (Message of 
His Holiness, 2023 World Day of Prayer for Vocation). 
 Today is Good Shepherd Sunday.  Our vocation—single or married, 
consecrated or ordained—is meant to 
bring us to holiness, as we pray in today’s 
Collect: “lead us to share in the joys of 
heaven so that we the humble flock may 
reach where [Jesus] the brave Shepherd 
have gone before.  Amen.” 
 
 Blessings, 
  Rico Angelo 



Daily Readings 1-7 May 

Monday: John 10:1-10; Tuesday: John 10:22-30; Wednesday: John 14:6-9; 

Thursday: John 13:16-20; Friday: John 14:1-6; Saturday: John 14:7-14; 

5th Sunday of Easter, Year A: Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 

Reconciliation is available 
before Vigil and Sunday Masses or 

after 9am Mass on Saturday mornings (9.30-10am). 

TUESDAY LUNCHEON 
Our next luncheon is on Tuesday, 2 May at 
12 noon in the Our Lady of Fatima church 
foyer.  Everyone 60 years and older is 
invited. 

For catering purposes, we like to know how many people are 
coming, so make a booking by phoning Kate on 232 9754 or 
Peter on 232 8795, no later than Sunday evening 30 April. 
Late bookings can only be taken if there are cancellations. 
For a cancellation on the day of the luncheon, phone Jane in the 
office on 232 5611. 
We ask for $6 to cover the cost and look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Fr Paul and Fr John wish to express their 
gratitude to their current cook and 
housekeeper for many years of dedicated 
service.  She is no longer able to do this 
work and the Fathers are looking for 
another housekeeper. 
 

The job is for 5 days a week (Monday to Friday) from 10am to 1pm 
and involves cooking the midday meal and keeping the house (which 
is in Tawa) clean. 
 

Please contact Fr John at (04) 232 3666 or email: 
jvanderkaa@gmail.com if you are interested in this job. 

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS/WEEKLY COLLECTION 
23 April 2023 - $1,694.30 

This amount does not include Bank Automatic payments or direct debit payments. 

Parish Priest:    Fr Rico de la Torre Ph: 021 205 6476 
Parish Secretary: Jane Lee Ph: 232 5611 169 Main Road, Tawa 
 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-12 noon   
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Marie Prescott Ph: 232 7679 
Parish Finance Committee Chairperson:  Graeme Hansen Ph: 232 4360 
 

Marist Sisters: Srs Francine McGovern & Margaret Vaney Ph: 232 5151  
 

St Francis Xavier School: Joan Woods, Principal Ph: 232 8927 
St Pius X School:  Nenah Kelemete, Principal Ph: 236 7006 
Bishop Viard College: Chris Theobald, Principal Ph: 237 5248 
 

Filipino Chaplaincy Web: www.filchap-adw.nz 

1-7 MAY: MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
CHURCH, TAWA 

ST PIUS X CHURCH, 
TITAHI BAY 

Monday 9am Liturgy of the Word and Holy 
Communion 

 

Tuesday 9am Mass  

Wednesday 9am Mass 
9am-9pm Adoration 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 10am Mass 

Friday 9am Mass  

Saturday 9am Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 8.30am and 10.30am Mass  

Weekday Masses may be replaced by a Funeral Mass 

MASSES: Savio Faria, RIP (2). 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK: Mary Taylor, Mark Waite, Kolotita Tomasi, 
Samuel Langham, John Nelson, Les Denham (1); Alfred Burns, Nicholas Pulman, 
John Periman (2); Constance Barker, Martha Collins, John Juchnowicz (3); Lily Smith 
(4); Beryl Swiny, Olive Forster (5); Thomas Atkinson, Earnest Farrow, William 
Morley (6); Desmond Swain, Norma O’Connell, Teresa Ahan-Fuiono (7). 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: John De Bernardo, RIP 18 April 
(His funeral service was held at Our Lady of Fatima Church on 26 April) 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen 

R.I.P 



NZ CATHOLIC (23 April-6 May)  Now for sale in 
church foyers.  Price: $4 (unchanged for eight years). 
 

Some headlines for this issue: Three in national 
seminary first year.  Oceania speaks on synod 
document.  Abuse in Care Royal Commission report 
date extended by eight months.  Challenges about 
Church property. 

JOIN THE CARITAS TEAM 
We are looking to expand our team.  This is an exciting 
opportunity to work within a Catholic organization, that’s 
committed to the mission of the church.  These roles will see 
you support our work advocating for human dignity, justice, 
peace and the needs of the most vulnerable. 

Joining our team will see you connect our work with the world and provide 
you with the opportunity to practice your faith in a practical way. 
At Caritas, it’s our mission to be known as ‘love in action’; if you want to 
join us in this mission, email us on caritas@caritas.org.nz or see the link 
below for more information. 
www.caritas.org.nz/work-with-us 

ENROLMENT IS NOW OPEN 
Te Kupenga Catholic Theological 
College will be accepting enrolments 
for second semester Bachelor of 
Divinity and Graduate Diploma in 
Theology between 24 April—19 May.  
Full time or part time study, in-person 
or online learning available. 
Email: admin@ctc.ac.nz or phone 
(09) 361 1053 or check the website: 
www.ctc.ac.nz for more information. 

Alternatively you can follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TeKupengaCTC and Instagram: www.instagram.com/tekupenga_ctc 

XLT IS BACK IN 2023 
Come and join us for a night of worship and adoration on 
Friday 12 May at 7pm at St Anne’s Newtown.  Open to all 
teenagers and young adults, so invite your friends or bring 

your whole youth group.  Save the dates for 2023: 9 June, 7 July, 11 August, 
8 September, 6 October, 10 November.  Follow us on Instagram: 
@xltwellington 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2023 
  

TIME TO ENROL YOUR CHILD 
 
Each year, our children are invited to continue their faith 
journey through joining the Parish Sacramental 
programme, which includes making their first 
Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 
For each Sacrament, children and their parents or 
guardians join others for learning sessions which begin in 

April.  You are warmly invited to register your child/children.  There will be 
sign-up forms in both our churches and also at St Francis Xavier and St Pius 
X Catholic schools.  Enrolment packs are also available from the Parish 
Office: ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz - phone: (04) 232 5611. 
You can also email or phone Marie Andrewartha to enrol or if you have any 
questions: Email: m.g.andrewartha@gmail.com - phone: 021 476 153. 
 

Please enrol your child/children as soon as possible. 
 

Please include: 
a) your child's name and age; 
b) your name, and 
c) your contact phone number. 
 

Children must be eight years of age or over and have been baptised. 
 

Sessions will be on Sundays at 4pm, at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tawa. 
 

The programme begins THIS Sunday 30 April 1.30pm-4.30pm with an 
Introduction to the Sacramental Programme at Our Lady of Fatima 
Church, Tawa. 
 

Please bring some photos or special things from your child’s Baptism e.g. 
candle, gown etc.  (This day is a special part of the programme and it is 
important that you and your child attend). 
 

ENROLMENT MASS - Sunday 7 May, 8.30am, Our Lady of Fatima 
Church 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION - Saturday 20 May, 3pm, Our Lady of Fatima 
Church 

LOST 
A black Rip Curl wallet containing a student ID card for 
Te Kura and a Snapper card has been lost in the vicinity 
of Our Lady of Fatima Church.  If you find this, please 
return to either the Parish Office or drop in the letter box 
beside the Presbytery front door.  Thanks 



MALTESE MASS 
The Maltese community are holding a Mass on Sunday 
14 May (Mother’s Day) at 12 noon at Our Lady of 
Fatima church, Tawa to remember members of their 
community who have passed away in New Zealand. 
The celebrant will be Fr Michael Bellizzi. 

For further info, please contact Tony - Email: malta_assn@hotmail.com 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE  
The next Baptism Preparation class will be held on Saturday 6 May 
at 10am in the Our Lady of Fatima Church foyer.  It is a pre-
baptism requirement that you attend a preparation course. 
So if you’re planning on having a baptism, please register your 
intention to attend the course by contacting the Parish Office 232 
5611 or ourladyofhope@xtra.co.nz.  Please do not just turn up in 
case there has been a change in time or venue. 

WORKING BEE: St Pius X Church 
Beginning on Saturday, 6 May between 10am to 
12 noon, (and monthly thereafter on the 1st 
Saturday) a Working Bee will be held at St Pius 
Church. 
The church is in need of a thorough C L E A N . 
So please make time to come and help - as the 
saying goes “Many hands make light work”. 
For more info, please contact Pete Smith on 027 
822 9634. 

NOTICE REGARDING PARKING AT 
ST CHRISTOPHER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, 

TAWA 
On Saturday, 6 May an Anglican Diocese Training 
Day is being held at St Christopher’s Church. 
If you are attending 9am Mass that day, please DO 
NOT use the parking  in front of the Anglican hall and 
Annex.  Thanks 

During the month of May, Rosary will be said 
starting 15 minutes before the Vigil Mass and at the 
end of Sunday Masses. 

COULD GOD BE CALLING YOU? 
Visit wellingtonpriests.org to find out 
more about the call to diocesan priesthood 
in the Archdiocese of Wellington.  The 
website features vocation stories of local 

priests and seminarians, as well as helpful materials for anyone exploring 
their vocation. 
For more info contact Fr Andrew Kim at wellingtonpriests@gmail.com or 
Lucienne Hensel at l.hensel@wn.catholic.org.nz 

O’SHEA SHIELD 2023 
The annual O’Shea Shield competition will be held on 6 
and 7 May at St Mary’s College, Guildford Tce, 
Thorndon.  This prestigious competition involves eight 
events, including debating, public speaking, religious 
drama, scripture reading and religious questions, and 
involves approximately 280 secondary school students 
from the 17 Catholic secondary schools in the Wellington 
and Palmerston North Archdioceses.  The programme and 

information for the weekend can be found at: https://www.stmw.school.nz/
Quick-Links/oshea-shield-2023-homepage-1  
Everyone is most welcome to attend any of the events, and most particularly 
the Mass and Prize Giving which will take place in St Paul’s Anglican 
Cathedral, Hill Street, at 12.45pm on Sunday, 7 May. 

TODAY IS VOCATION SUNDAY, Good 
Shepherd Sunday 
We are invited to pray specifically for those called to 
serve through priestly vocation.  It is also an 
opportune time to look around our faith communities 
and consider who you could pray for, invite and 
encourage to consider priesthood. 

Pope Francis said “Vocation is about “making God’s 
dream come true” 

In recent years our Parish has had the following vocations: 

- Sister Joy Marie Holden as a Missionary of Charity Sister 

- Joseph Mijares who is currently in Rome studying to be a Marist father 

- Teresa Rayner who is based in Canberra with the Missionaries of God’s 
Love Sisters 

“No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself.  A vocation flows from the  
heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faithful people.”  Pope Francis 

https://www.stmw.school.nz/Quick-Links/oshea-shield-2023-homepage-1
https://www.stmw.school.nz/Quick-Links/oshea-shield-2023-homepage-1

